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orSt. John the Baptist

“Where All Are Welcome . . . No Exceptions!”

Prelude

Processional Hymn (Please stand as able)

The Sixteenth Sunday

after Pentecost
September 13, 2026

'The Holy Eucharist
The Word of God

Please see pages 8 #1 | “Father, We Praise Thee”

Celebrant Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
People And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.
Celebrant Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the

thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthi-
ly magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.
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The Collect of the Day

Celebrant 'The Lord be with you.

People And also with you.

Celebrant Let us pray.

The Celebrant prays the Collect
O God, because without you we are not able to please you, mercifully grant that your Holy Spirit may in all things
direct and rule our hearts; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,

now and forever.
People Amen.

First Reading (Please be seated)
Reader A Reading from Genesis:
Introduction to the First Reading
In response to his brothers’ pleas for forgiveness for their crime against him, Joseph said, “You intended to do me harm, but God used this as
an opportunity to do good and save many lives.” Joseph trusted in God’s purposes and yielded to God'’s will.

Genesis 50:15-21

Realizing that their father was dead, Joseph’s brothers said, “What if Joseph still bears a grudge against us and pays us
back in full for all the wrong that we did to him?” So they approached Joseph, saying, “Your father gave this instruction
before he died, ‘Say to Joseph: I beg you, forgive the crime of your brothers and the wrong they did in harming you.’
Now therefore please forgive the crime of the servants of the God of your father.” Joseph wept when they spoke to him.
'Then his brothers also wept, fell down before him, and said, “We are here as your slaves.” But Joseph said to them, “Do
not be afraid! Am I in the place of God? Even though you intended to do harm to me, God intended it for good, in
order to preserve a numerous people, as he is doing today. So have no fear; I myself will provide for you and your little
ones.” In this way he reassured them, speaking kindly to them.

Reader The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.



Psalm of the Day Psalm 103: 8-1
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The Lord is full ofcom - pas - sionand mer-cy, slow to an-ger andof great kind-ness.
He will not always accuse us, For as the heavens are high above the earth,
nor will he keep his anger for ever. so is his mercy great upon those who fear him.
He has not dealt with us according to our sins, As far as the east is from the west,
nor rewarded us according to our wickedness. [ANT.] so far has he removed our sins from us.
As a father cares for his children,
so does the Lord care for those who fear him. [ANT.]
Second Reading
Reader A Reading from the Letter of Paul to the Romans:

Introduction to the Second Reading
S8t. Paul writes to the Christian community in Rome that struggled significantly with diversity. Here Paul makes the point that
all Christians belong to the Lord Jesus Christ, who died and rose again for all of us.

Romans 14:1-12

Welcome those who are weak in faith, but not for the purpose of quarreling over opinions. Some believe in eating anything,
while the weak eat only vegetables. Those who eat must not despise those who abstain, and those who abstain must not pass
judgment on those who eat; for God has welcomed them. Who are you to pass judgment on servants of another? It is before
their own lord that they stand or fall. And they will be upheld, for the Lord is able to make them stand. Some judge one
day to be better than another, while others judge all days to be alike. Let all be fully convinced in their own minds. Those
who observe the day, observe it in honor of the Lord. Also those who eat, eat in honor of the Lord, since they give thanks to
God; while those who abstain, abstain in honor of the Lord and give thanks to God. We do not live to ourselves, and we do
not die to ourselves. If we live, we live to the Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord; so then, whether we live or whether we
die, we are the Lord’s. For to this end Christ died and lived again, so that he might be Lord of both the dead and the living.
Why do you pass judgment on your brother or sister? Or you, why do you despise your brother or sister? For we will all stand
before the judgment seat of God. For it is written, “As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, and every tongue
shall give praise to God.” So then, each of us will be accountable to God.

Reader 'The Word of the Lord.

People Thanks be to God.

Sequence Hymn (Please stand as able) - Please see page 9 #603 | “When Christ Was Lifted”
Celebrant 'The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to St. Matthew:

People Glory to you, Lord Christ.

'The Holy Gospel (7The Gospel is carried into the congregation so that we remember it is our Good News to hear and to share.)
Matthew 18:21-35

Peter came and said to Jesus, “Lord, if another member of the church sins against me, how often should I forgive? As
many as seven times?” Jesus said to him, “Not seven times, but, I tell you, seventy-seven times. “For this reason the
kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to settle accounts with his slaves. When he began the reck-
oning, one who owed him ten thousand talents was brought to him; and, as he could not pay, his lord ordered him to be
sold, together with his wife and children and all his possessions, and payment to be made. So the slave fell on his knees
before him, saying, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you everything.” And out of pity for him, the lord of that slave
released him and forgave him the debt. But that same slave, as he went out, came upon one of his fellow slaves who
owed him a hundred denarii; and seizing him by the throat, he said, ‘Pay what you owe.  Then his fellow slave fell down
and pleaded with him, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you.” But he refused; then he went and threw him into
prison until he would pay the debt. When his fellow slaves saw what had happened, they were greatly distressed, and
they went and reported to their lord all that had taken place. Then his lord summoned him and said to him, ‘You wicked
slave! I forgave you all that debt because you pleaded with me. Should you not have had mercy on your fellow slave, as

I had mercy on you? And in anger his lord handed him over to be tortured until he would pay his entire debt. So my
heavenly Father will also do to every one of you, if you do not forgive your brother or sister from your heart.”

Celebrant 'The Gospel of the Lord.
People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 3



THE SERMON

The Nicene Creed (Please stand as able)

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
be suffered death and was buried.
On the third day be rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

The Prayers of the People The Leader and People pray responsively.
Remembering the caring and generous works of God, we pray for the church, creation, and the needs of our neighbors.

We pray for the church. Bless the missions and ministries of diverse congregations, that they uplift the good news of salvation in
ways that can be understood. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

We pray for creation. Send rain to lands experiencing drought and healing to rivers clogged with pollution. Enrich the soil for
trees and plants. Protect the crops needed to feed those who hunger. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

We pray for all who govern. Encourage those in positions of power to lead with empathy, practice forgiveness, and care for those
who struggle. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

We pray for our neighbors who face illness of any kind. For those strained financially; for all living with chronic pain, mental ill-
ness, the disease of addiction, or otherwise afraid or in harm’s way. Protect all who cry out for mercy. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
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We pray for this congregation. Open our hearts to practice intentional invitation. Help us to forgive each other, practice patience,
and choose welcome over judgment. Move us to care for those in our community seeking refuge and safety. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

We give thanks for the saints who died in faith. Show us how to live faithfully, creatively, and lovingly in your church and world.
Merciful God,

receive ourpra_yer.

Let us pray for our own needs and those of others, especially remembering those on our parish prayer list and those we name in
our hearts.

(The congregation may add their own petitions either silently or aloud after the prayer list is read.)

Remember us according to your steadfast love as we offer these and the prayers of our heart, trusting in your compassion made
known through Jesus Christ.
Amen.

(The Celebrant may add a concluding Collect.)
The Confession of Sin (Please kneel as able or be seated)
Reader Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. (Silence may be kept)

People Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we
have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not
loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus
Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the

glory of your Name. Amen.

'The Absolution
Celebrant Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all
goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.

The Peace (Please stand as able)
Celebrant 'The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People And also with you.

The Holy Communion
Being seated, we begin with a time of offering, giving money as a sign that our life serves God'’s purposes and showing our gratitude for
God's many blessings.
Your faithful tithes and offerings are much needed and can be sent to:
The Episcopal Church of St. John the Baptist, PO Box 441, Milton, DE 19968 OR
Securely online through our website - https.//www.stjohnthebaptistmilton.org/give.html

Offertory Sentence & Interlude
Doxology (The offering is presented as the Doxology is sung. 04 . . o
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WORDS: Isaac Watts (1674-1748). Music: Louis Bourgeois, c. 1510-1561.

Offertory Hymn Please see page 10 #516 | “Come Down, O Love Divine”



The Great Thanksgiving

Celebrant
People
Celebrant
People
Celebrant
People

“Enriching Our Worship,” Prayer 2
'The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give God thanks and praise.

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of
heaven and earth. For you are the source of light and life, you made us in your image, and called us to new life in Jesus
Christ our Lord. Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of
heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:
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The people may kneel as able, or be seated. The Celebrant continues.

Glory and honor and praise to you, holy and living God. To deliver us from the power of sin and death and to reveal the riches of
your grace, you looked with favor upon Mary, your willing servant, that she might conceive and bear a son, Jesus, the holy child of
God. Living among us, Jesus loved us. He broke bread with outcasts and sinners, healed the sick, and proclaimed good news to
the poor. He yearned to draw all the world to himself yet we were heedless of his call to walk in love. Then, the time came for him
to complete upon the cross the sacrifice of his life, and to be glorified by you.

At the following words concerning the bread, the Celebrant is to hold it, or to lay a hand upon it; and at the words concerning the cup, to
hold or place a hand upon the cup and any other vessel containing wine to be consecrated.

On the night before he died for us, Jesus was at table with his friends. He took bread, gave thanks to you, broke it, and gave it to
them, and said: “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”

As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine. Again, he gave thanks to you, gave it to them, and said: “Drink this, all of you:
'This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is poured out for you and for all for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it,
do this for the remembrance of me.”

Now gathered at your table, O God of all creation, and remembering Christ, crucified and risen, who was and is and is to come, we
offer to you our gifts of bread and wine, and ourselves, a living sacrifice.

Pour out your Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the Body and Blood of Christ. Breathe your Spirit over the whole earth
and make us your new creation, the Body of Christ given for the world you have made.

In the fullness of time bring us, with [ and] all your saints, from every tribe and language and people and nation, to
feast at the banquet prepared from the foundation of the world.
‘Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, to you be honor, glory, and praise, forever and ever.

Amen.
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Celebrant And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,

People Our Father, who art in heaven, And forgive us our trespasses,
hallowed be thy Name, as we forgive those
thy kingdom come, who trespass against us.
thy will be done, And lead us not into temptation,
on earth as it is in heaven. but deliver us from evil.
Give us this day our daily bread. For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
The Breaking of the Bread Jfor ever and ever. Amen.
Fraction Anthem: Christ our Passover S155
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Celebrant The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed on him in
your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.

Post Communion Prayer (Please kncel or be seated)

Celebrant Let us pray.

People Eternal God, heavenly Father,
you have graciously accepted us as living members
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ,
and you have fed us with spiritual food
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.
Send us now into the world in peace,
and grant us strength and courage
to love and serve you
with gladness and singleness of heart;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Benediction (Please stand as able)

Recessional Hymn Please see page 11 #411 | “O Bless the Lord, My Soul”
The Dismissal

Celebrant Let us go forth, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit.

People Thanks be to God.

Postlude

“To know Christ, share His love, and serve our community”

The Episcopal Church of St. John the Baptist subscribes to an all copyright release covering all content in this bulletin
from One License with license No. A-727355.

The Rev. Terrence O'Connor, Jr., Priest-in-Charge

Linda Greenwell, Eucharistic Minister

Jim Greenwell, Acolyte

Deb Vranich, Lay Reader

Karen Vanselous, Cantor

Tracy Howland Usher

Bonnie Kuhn, Minister of Music

Scott Kresge, Minister of Technology & Parish Administration

Elizabeth Scheer, Jim Mulholland, & Deb Vranich, Technology Ministry

Jean Skocypec, Helen Hines, Deb Vranich, Kathy Hiltner & D7uane Kidwell, Altar Guild



Processional Hymn “Father, We Praise Thee”
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Sequence Hymn

“When Christ Was Lifted”

Christian Responsibility
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Words: Brian A. Wren (b. 1936)

Music: St. Botolph, Gordon Slater (1896-1979)
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Offertory Hymn
516

”Come Down, O Love Divine”

The Holy Spirit
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Words: Bianco da Siena (d. 1434?); tr. Richard Frederick Littledale (1833-1890), alt.
Music: Down Ampney, Ralph Vaughan Williams (1872-1958) 66. 11. D
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Recessional Hymn

Praise to God
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“O Bless the Lord, My Soul!”
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L] i 4 L) ddd 2 J,
= T —F | ! : - e
| ! ' ! [ 1

whose grace hath made thee whole,
whose loving-kindness crowns thy days:
O bless the Lord, my soul!

Words: James Montgomery (1771-1854); para. of Psalm 103:1-5

Music: St. Thomas (Williams), melody Aaron Williams (1731-1776); harm. Lowell Mason (1792-1872) SM

11



