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St. John the BaptistOF
“Where All Are Welcome . . . No Exceptions!”

Processional Hymn (Please stand as able) 	        Please see page 9	                                          #390 | “Praise to the Lord”
Celebrant 	 Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
People 		  And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever.  Amen.
Celebrant 	 Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the 

thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthi-
ly magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

Canticle of Praise: Glory to God 							           	             	           Hymnal S280Glory to God S280
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The Eighteenth Sunday 
after Pentecost
September 22, 2024

The Holy Eucharist 
The Word of God

Organ Recital		 See Program Booklet		        9:30 a.m.             
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The Collect of the Day			   					         
Celebrant 	 The Lord be with you.
People 		  And also with you.
Celebrant 	 Let us pray.
The Celebrant prays the Collect
Grant us, Lord, not to be anxious about earthly things, but to love things heavenly; and even now, while we are placed among 
things that are passing away, to hold fast to those that shall endure; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 
People	 Amen
 
First Reading (Please be seated) 					             	                   
Reader	  	 A Reading from Jeremiah:

Introduction to the First Reading 
In this reading we hear of the suffering of the prophet Jeremiah, who announced God’s word to Judah but was met with intense oppo-
sition and persecution. Jeremiah continues to trust in God in the midst of his suffering.

Jeremiah 11:18-20
It was the Lord who made it known to me, and I knew;
	 then you showed me their evil deeds.
But I was like a gentle lamb
	 led to the slaughter.
And I did not know it was against me
	 that they devised schemes, saying,
“Let us destroy the tree with its fruit,
	 let us cut him off from the land of the living, 
	 so that his name will no longer be remembered!”
But you, O Lord of hosts, who judge righteously,
	 who try the heart and the mind,
let me see your retribution upon them,
	 for to you I have committed my cause.
Reader		  The Word of the Lord.
People 		  Thanks be to God.

Glory to God S280
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Second Reading 						    
Reader	  	 A Reading from the Letter of James:

Introduction to the Second Reading 
God’s wisdom unites our hearts and minds. Instead of living to satisfy our own wants and desires, we manifest this wisdom in 
peace, gentleness, mercy, and impartiality toward others.
James 3:13-4:3, 7-8a
Who is wise and understanding among you? Show by your good life that your works are done with gentleness born of wisdom. But 
if you have bitter envy and selfish ambition in your hearts, do not be boastful and false to the truth. Such wisdom does not come 
down from above, but is earthly, unspiritual, devilish. For where there is envy and selfish ambition, there will also be disorder and 
wickedness of every kind. But the wisdom from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, willing to yield, full of mercy and good 
fruits, without a trace of partiality or hypocrisy. And a harvest of righteousness is sown in peace for those who make peace.
Those conflicts and disputes among you, where do they come from? Do they not come from your cravings that are at war with-
in you? You want something and do not have it; so you commit murder. And you covet something and cannot obtain it; so you 
engage in disputes and conflicts. You do not have, because you do not ask. You ask and do not receive, because you ask wrongly, in 
order to spend what you get on your pleasures.
Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. Draw near to God, and he will draw near to you.
Reader		  The Word of the Lord.
People 		  Thanks be to God.
Sequence Hymn (Please stand as able) - Please see page 10	     		                                   #688 | “A Mighty Fortress”
Celebrant 	 The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to St. Mark:
People 		  Glory to you, Lord Christ.

The Holy Gospel (The Gospel is carried into the congregation so that we remember it is our Good News to hear and to share.)	
Mark 9:30-37
Jesus and his disciples passed through Galilee. He did not want anyone to know it; for he was teaching his disciples, saying to 
them, “The Son of Man is to be betrayed into human hands, and they will kill him, and three days after being killed, he will 
rise again.” But they did not understand what he was saying and were afraid to ask him.

Then they came to Capernaum; and when he was in the house he asked them, “What were you arguing about on the way?” 
But they were silent, for on the way they had argued with one another who was the greatest. He sat down, called the twelve, 
and said to them, “Whoever wants to be first must be last of all and servant of all.” Then he took a little child and put it 
among them; and taking it in his arms, he said to them, “Whoever welcomes one such child in my name welcomes me, and 
whoever welcomes me welcomes not me but the one who sent me.”
Celebrant 	 The Gospel of the Lord.
People 		  Praise to you, Lord Christ.

Psalm of the Day

Psalm 54 Melody Line

         
my life.sus tainsthe Lorder;my helpisGod

Psalm 54

Save me, O God, by your Name;  
in your might, defend my cause.

Hear my prayer, O God;  
give ear to the words of my mouth.

For the arrogant have risen up against me,    
and the ruthless have sought my life,    

those who have no regard for God.                           [ANT.]

Behold, God is my helper;     
	 it is the Lord who sustains my life.
Render evil to those who spy on me;   
	 in your faithfulness, destroy them.                         [ANT.]

I will offer you a freewill sacrifice     
	 and praise your Name, O Lord, for it is good.
For you have rescued me from every trouble,   
	 and my eye has seen the ruin of my foes.               [ANT.]
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THE SERMON
The Nicene Creed (Please stand as able)
We believe in one God, 
	 the Father, the Almighty, 
	 maker of heaven and earth, 
	 of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
	 the only Son of God, 
	 eternally begotten of the Father, 
	 God from God, Light from Light, 
	 true God from true God, 
	 begotten, not made, 
	 of one Being with the Father. 
	 Through him all things were made. 
	 For us and for our salvation 
		  he came down from heaven: 
	 by the power of the Holy Spirit 
		  he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
		  and was made man. 
	 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
		  he suffered death and was buried. 
		  On the third day he rose again 
			       in accordance with the Scriptures; 
		  he ascended into heaven 
			       and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
	 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
		  and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
	 who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
	 With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
	 He has spoken through the Prophets. 
	 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
	 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
	 We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
		  and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 
The Prayers of the People The Leader and People pray responsively.
Drawn together in the power of the Holy Spirit, we pray with confidence for the church, God’s good creation, and all who are in need.
Loving God, you welcome all at your table of grace. Instill in your church a spirit of humility and curiosity, that we embrace all 
who seek you. We pray especially for ministries of hospitality and faith formation. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Creating God, you shape the world so there is more than enough for all. Curb our habits of overuse, and guide us toward more 
sustainable sources of energy, food, and water. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Gracious God, your peace brings justice and solidarity. Encourage peace among peoples, tribes, and nations; heal divisions in our 
country and local communities, that together we might cooperate for the good of all. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Faithful God, you draw near to you all who are in need. Bring healing and wholeness to all who suffer. Transform economic, politi-
cal, and social systems that oppress vulnerable people, especially systems of structural racism and generational poverty. 
Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Transforming God, you accompany all through changes and transitions. Help us to see where you are calling this community to 
new ways of living the gospel promise; assure us that even as change brings loss, it also brings hope and life. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Merciful God, you embrace us on our final pilgrimage from this life. Accompany all who have died, console those who mourn, and 
at the last, show us the way to eternal life in you. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
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Let us pray for our own needs and those of others, especially remembering those on our parish prayer list and those we name in 
our hearts.
(The congregation may add their own petitions either silently or aloud after the prayer list is read.)  
We entrust these and all our prayers to you, holy God, in the name of your beloved child, Jesus Christ, our Savior.  Amen.
Celebrant 
God of mercy, hear the prayers we offer this day and send on us your wisdom from above, that our lives may be full of gentleness 
and understanding; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Amen.
The Confession of Sin (Please kneel as able or be seated) 
Reader 		  Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. (Silence may be kept) 
People 	 Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we 

have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not 
loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus 
Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the 
glory of your Name.  Amen. 

The Absolution 
Celebrant 	 Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all 

goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life.  Amen. 

The Dedication of the New Organ 
Dedication Hymn (Please stand as able)                          	 Please see page 11	                        #689 | “When the Morning Stars Together”
Versicles and Responses 
Celebrant 	 All things come from you, O Lord. 
People 		  And from your own gifts do we give to you.
Celebrant 	 Prosper the work of our hands; 
People 		  Prosper our handiwork.
Celebrant 	 Show your servants your works. 
People 		  And your splendor to their children.
Collect 
Celebrant 	 Almighty God, we thank you that you have put it into the hearts of your people to make offerings for your service, 
		  and have been pleased to accept their gifts. Be with us now and bless us as we set apart this organ to your praise 
		  and glory; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
People 		  Amen.
Litany
Celebrant 	 For the gift of music: for melodies that echo the harmonies of heaven, for voices transcending time and space, 
		  united in the glory of your name. 
People 		  We give you thanks, O Lord.
Celebrant 	 For instruments of praise: for trumpet, lute and harp, for strings and pipes, drum and bells, for loud crashing cymbals; 
People 		  We give you thanks, O Lord.
Celebrant 	 For the sounds of worship: for words spoken, sung, and chanted, for prayers voiced twice in song, for silence to 
		  hear your still, small voice. 
People 		  We give you thanks, O Lord.
Celebrant 	 For those who build and play the instruments of praise: for metal hammered into pipes, for wood that channels 
		  breath, for bellows brimmed with willing air, for feet that tread out melody and hands that dance, keyed to the 
		  music of the spheres: 
People 		  We give you thanks, O Lord.
Celebrant 	 To the glory of almighty God, author of all goodness and beauty, giver of all skill of mind and hand: 
People 		  We dedicate this organ.
Celebrant 	 In the faith of our Lord Jesus Christ, who calls us to offer for his love’s sake our pure sacrifice of praise: 
People 		  We dedicate this organ.
Celebrant 	 Moved by the Holy Spirit, our guide in all truth and beauty: 
People 		  We dedicate this organ.
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Celebrant 	 Blessing, and glory, and wisdom, and thanksgiving, and honor, and power, and might be to our God forever 
		  and ever. 
People 		  Amen.
Collect 
Celebrant 	 O Lord, before whose throne trumpets sound, and saints and angels sing the songs of Moses and the Lamb: 
		  accept this organ for the worship of your temple, that with the voice of music we may proclaim your praise and tell 
		  it abroad, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
People 		  Amen. 
The Peace (Please stand as able) 
Celebrant 	 The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People 		  And also with you.

The Holy Communion 
Being seated, we begin with a time of offering, giving money as a sign that our life serves God’s purposes and showing our gratitude for 
God’s many blessings.

Your faithful tithes and offerings are much needed and can be sent to:
 The Episcopal Church of St. John the Baptist, PO Box 441, Milton, DE  19968 OR

Securely online through our website - https://www.stjohnthebaptistmilton.org/give.html

Offertory Sentence
Doxology (The offering is presented as the Doxology is sung.  
                      Please stand as able) 

Offertory Hymn                          	 Please see page 12		  		              #296 | “We Know that Christ is Raised”

WORDS: Isaac Watts (1674-1748).   Music: Louis Bourgeois, c. 1510–1561.

Praise         God,        from      whom         all             bless    -   ings        flow;

Praise    him,   all   crea -  tures    here    be  - low;   praise    him    a  -   bove,  ye

heaven  - ly      host:   praise      Fa    -  ther,    Son,     and         Ho  -    ly     Ghost.      A  -  men.

The Great Thanksgiving 			                           	                               Eucharistic Prayer A
Celebrant 	      The Lord be with you.
People 		        And also with you.
Celebrant 	 Lift up your hearts.
People 		        We lift them to the Lord.
Celebrant 	 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People 		        It is right to give God thanks and praise.
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. 
For you are the source of light and life, you made us in your image, and called us to new life in Jesus Christ our Lord. Therefore 
we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to 
proclaim the glory of your Name:
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The people may kneel as able, or be seated. The Celebrant continues. 
Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself, and, when we had fallen into sin and become subject to 
evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of 
us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all. 
He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world.
At the following words concerning the bread, the Celebrant is to hold it, or to lay a hand upon it; and at the words concerning the cup, to 
hold or place a hand upon the cup and any other vessel containing wine to be consecrated.
On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, 
he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance 
of me.” 
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is 
my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for 
the remembrance of me.” 
Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died.
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 
The Celebrant continues. 
We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrec-
tion, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. 
Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the holy food and drink of new and un-
ending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; 
and at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom. 
All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and 
glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. Amen. 
Celebrant 	 And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to pray, 
People 	 Our Father, who art in heaven, 
		  hallowed be thy Name, 
		  thy kingdom come, 
		  thy will be done, 
		    on earth as it is in heaven. 
	 Give us this day our daily bread.

Sanctus - Land of Rest Melody Line
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Sanctus: Holy, holy, holy Lord 							           		         Wonder Love and Praise #858

	 And forgive us our trespasses, 
		  as we forgive those 
		    who trespass against us. 
	 And lead us not into temptation, 
		  but deliver us from evil.
	 For thine is the kingdom, 
		  and the power, and the glory, 
		  for ever and ever. Amen. 
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The Breaking of the Bread 
Celebrant 	 Alleluia! Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
People 	 Therefore let us keep the feast.  Alleluia! 
Celebrant 	 The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed on him in 
		  your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.

You can commune host only, dip the host in the intinction chalice, or drink from the common cup.
Gluten free hosts are available, please ask the priest.

Post Communion Organ Solo
	        “Largo” from Xerxes 	                        							       George Frederic Handel                                 
Post Communion Prayer (Please kneel or be seated) 
Celebrant 	 Let us pray. 
People 	 Almighty and everliving God,
	 we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food  
	 of the most precious Body and Blood 
	 of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ;
	 and for assuring us in these holy mysteries 
	 that we are living members of the Body of your Son,
	 and heirs of your eternal kingdom.
	 And now, Father, send us out
	 to do the work you have given us to do, 
	 to love and serve you
	 as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord;
	 To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, 
	 be honor and glory, now and for ever.  Amen.
Solo	             “Take My Hand, Precious Lord”  Music: Thomas A Dorsey; arr. Horace Clarence Boyer  & Words: Thomas A. Dorsey
                                                          Vocalist: Rebecca Frankum  Accompanist:  Dr. Jason Keefer 
(Please stand as able) 
The Benediction 
Recessional Hymn 			   	 Please see pages 13	                            ELW #377 | “Alleluia! Jesus is Risen!”
The Dismissal 
Celebrant 	 Go in peace to love and serve the Lord!
People 		  Thanks be to God!
Postlude           Improvisation
We warmly welcome Dr. Jason J. Keefer as the Guest Organist for the Organ Dedication Mass this Lord’s Day! 

The Episcopal Church of St. John the Baptist subscribes to an all copyright release covering all content in this bulletin 
from One License with license No. A-727355.

The Rev. Thomas M. White, Rector               Email - rectorstjohnthebaptist@gmail.com
Scott Kresge, Eucharistic Minister
Robert Freeman, Acolyte	       
Sharon Lamando, Lay Reader
Rebecca Frankum, Cantor & Soloist
Diane Serex-Dougan & Richard Dougan, Ushers
Fellowship Teams, Fellowship Hosts
Bonnie Kuhn, Organist
Scott Kresge, Minister of  Technology & Parish Administration
Elizabeth Scheer, Jim Mulholland, Susan Mattia, Technology Ministry
Doris Schirmer, Jean Skocypec & Carole Palmer, Altar Guild

The Altar Flowers Today are to the Glory of God, & Congratulations and God’s Blessing on Fr. Tom’s Retirement! 
May the road rise to meet you
May the wind be at your back

May the sun shine warm upon your face
The rains fall soft upon your fields

And until we meet again, until we meet again
May God hold you in the palm of His hand.

Love & best wishes from your Vestry and Congregation at St. John the Baptist
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Processional Hymn					                                                     “Praise to the Lord”
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Sequence Hymn				      	                                             “How Sweet the Name”
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Dedication Hymn				      	                           “When the Morning Stars Together”
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Offertory Hymn				     	   		            “We Know that Christ is Raised”
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Recessional Hymn					     	                           “Allelulia! Jesus Is Risen”


