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St. John the BaptistOF
“Where All Are Welcome . . . No Exceptions!”

Processional Hymn (Please stand as able)         Please see pages 8                #58 | “Lo! He Comes, with Clouds Descending” 

Celebrant  Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
People   And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever.  Amen.
Celebrant  Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the 

thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthi-
ly magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

Hymn of Praise:  Wait for the Lord (Sung 3 times)                                 Taize CommunityWait for the Lord
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The First Sunday of Advent
November 27, 2022

The Holy Eucharist 
The Word of God

Prelude             Prelude on “Lo! He Comes, with Clouds Descending” &
  "The King Shall Come when Morning Dawns"                         
  Hymn Tunes: st thomas & st stephen 
  Paul Manz
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The Collect of the Day            
Celebrant  The Lord be with you.
People   And also with you.
Celebrant  Let us pray.
The Celebrant prays the Collect
Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of darkness, and put on the armor of light, now in the time of this 
mortal life in which your Son Jesus Christ came to visit us in great humility; that in the last day, when he shall come 
again in his glorious majesty to judge both the living and the dead, we may rise to the life immortal; through him who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
People Amen.
The Blessing and Lighting of the Advent Wreath

Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah
Vocalist & Guitar: Rob Freeman

Light one candle to watch for Messiah:
let the light banish darkness.

He shall bring salvation to Israel,
God fulfills the promise.

First Reading (Please be seated)                                 
Reader   A Reading from Isaiah:

Introduction to the First Reading 
This reading looks forward to Jerusalem's restoration at the end of history. At the end of time all peoples will acknowledge and accept God's 
judgment, ushering in God's reign of universal peace.

Isaiah 2:1-5
The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem.
In days to come the mountain of the Lord’s house shall be established as the highest of the mountains, and shall be 
raised above the hills; all the nations shall stream to it. Many peoples shall come and say, ‘Come, let us go up to the 
mountain of the Lord, to the house of the God of Jacob; that he may teach us his ways and that we may walk in his 
paths.’ For out of Zion shall go forth instruction, and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem. He shall judge between the 
nations, and shall arbitrate for many peoples; they shall beat their swords into ploughshares, and their spears into prun-
ing-hooks; nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn war any more.
O house of Jacob, come, let us walk in the light of the Lord!
Reader  The Word of the Lord.
People   Thanks be to God.

Psalm 122

From A Hymn Tune Psalter, Revised Common Lectionary Edition© 2007 by Carl P. Daw, Jr.
and Kevin R. Hackett. Church Publishing Incorporated.

All rights reserved Used by permission. 

Psalm of the Day

Psalm 122 Melody Line

             
the Lord."ofto the housegous"Letme,tosaidtheywhenwas gladI


Now our feet are standing        

within your gates, O Jerusalem.
Jerusalem is built as a city       
      that is at unity with itself;       [ANT.]

To which the tribes go up, the tribes of the Lord,       
the assembly of Israel, to praise the Name of the Lord.

For there are the thrones of judgment,   
the thrones of the house of David.                                  [ANT.]

Pray for the peace of Jerusalem:       
       "May they prosper who love you.
Peace be within your walls   

and quietness within your towers. [ANT.]

For my brethren and companions' sake,        
       I pray for your prosperity.
Because of the house of the Lord our God,       

I will seek to do you good."                                        [ANT.]
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Second Reading       
Reader   A Reading from the Letter of Paul to the Romans:

Introduction to the Second Reading 
Here Paul compares the coming of Christ to the coming of dawn, and the hope that comes with it. We live our lives faithfully in 
the present in light of Christ's coming in the future.
Romans 13:11-14
You know what time it is, how it is now the moment for you to wake from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than 
when we became believers; the night is far gone, the day is near. Let us then lay aside the works of darkness and put on 
the armor of light; let us live honorably as in the day, not in reveling and drunkenness, not in debauchery and licentious-
ness, not in quarreling and jealousy. Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify 
its desires.
Reader  The Word of the Lord.
People   Thanks be to God.
Sequence Hymn (Please stand as able) - Please see page 9 Vs. 1 & 2                    #56 | “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”
Celebrant  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to St. Matthew:
People   Glory to you, Lord Christ.

The Holy Gospel
Matthew 24:36-44
Jesus said to the disciples, “But about that day and hour no one knows, neither the angels of heaven, nor the Son, but 
only the Father. For as the days of Noah were, so will be the coming of the Son of Man. For as in those days before 
the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day Noah entered the ark, and they 
knew nothing until the flood came and swept them all away, so too will be the coming of the Son of Man. Then two 
will be in the field; one will be taken and one will be left. Two women will be grinding meal together; one will be taken 
and one will be left. Keep awake therefore, for you do not know on what day your Lord is coming. But understand this: 
if the owner of the house had known in what part of the night the thief was coming, he would have stayed awake and 
would not have let his house be broken into. Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an unex-
pected hour.”
Celebrant  The Gospel of the Lord.
People   Praise to you, Lord Christ.
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THE SERMON

The Nicene Creed (Please stand as able) 
We believe in one God, 
 the Father, the Almighty, 
 maker of heaven and earth, 
 of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
 the only Son of God, 
 eternally begotten of the Father, 
 God from God, Light from Light, 
 true God from true God, 
 begotten, not made, 
 of one Being with the Father. 
 Through him all things were made. 
 For us and for our salvation 
  he came down from heaven: 
 by the power of the Holy Spirit 
  he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
  and was made man. 
 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
  he suffered death and was buried. 
  On the third day he rose again 
        in accordance with the Scriptures; 
  he ascended into heaven 
        and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
  and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
 who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
 With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
 He has spoken through the Prophets. 
 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
 We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
  and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 

The Prayers of the People The Leader and People pray responsively.
People of God, come, let us walk in the light of the Lord. Let us pray to the Lord. 
Wake from sleep, O God, your Church. Let us lay aside the works of darkness and put on the armor of light. Let us live hon-
orably as salvation draws ever nearer. Teach us your ways, O God,
That we may walk in your paths.
Wake from sleep, O God, this nation. May we beat our swords into plowshares, and our spears into pruning hooks. May 
we learn war no more. Teach us your ways, O God,
That we may walk in your paths.
Wake from sleep, O God, your creation. May the mountains rise to meet you and the crops of the fields burst forth in praise. Teach 
us your ways, O God,
That we may walk in your paths.
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Wake from sleep, O God, this town of Milton. May there be peace and prosperity within our walls. Make clear our paths that we 
may walk in your light. Teach us your ways, O God,
That we may walk in your paths.
Wake from sleep, O God, those in pain and sadness. Deliver them from their darkness that they may rejoice in your light. May all 
those waiting for healing find your salvation is near. Teach us your ways, O God,
That we may walk in your paths.
Wake all your people from sleep, O God. Prepare your saints for that day when the Son of Man will return, with the saints at rest, 
to reign with us forever and ever. Teach us your ways, O God,
That we may walk in your paths.
Let us pray for our own needs and those of others, especially remembering those on our parish prayer list and those we name in 
our hearts.
(The congregation may add their own petitions either silently or aloud after the prayer list is read.)  

God of our longing, you know our deepest needs. By your Spirit, gather our prayers and join them with the prayers of all your 
children. In Jesus’ name we pray.  
Amen.

(The Celebrant may add a concluding Collect.) 
The Confession of Sin (Please kneel as able or be seated) 
Reader   Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. (Silence may be kept) 

People  Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we 
have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not 
loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus 
Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the 
glory of your Name.  Amen. 

The Absolution 
Celebrant  Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all 

goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life.  Amen. 
The Peace (Please stand as able) 
Celebrant  The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People   And also with you.

The Holy Communion 
Being seated, we begin with a time of offering, giving money as a sign that our life serves God’s purposes and showing our gratitude for 
God’s many blessings.

Your faithful tithes and offerings are much needed and can be sent to:
 The Episcopal Church of St. John the Baptist, PO Box 441, Milton, DE  19968 OR

Securely online through our website - https://www.stjohnthebaptistmilton.org/give.html

Offertory Sentence & Interlude 
Doxology (The offering is presented as the Doxology is sung.  
                      Please stand as able) 

Offertory Hymn                           Please see page 10                         #73 | “The King Shall Come When Morning Dawns”

WORDS: Isaac Watts (1674-1748).   Music: Louis Bourgeois, c. 1510–1561.

Praise         God,        from      whom         all             bless    -   ings        flow;

Praise    him,   all   crea -  tures    here    be  - low;   praise    him    a  -   bove,  ye

heaven  - ly      host:   praise      Fa    -  ther,    Son,     and         Ho  -    ly     Ghost.      A  -  men.
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The Great Thanksgiving                                     “Enriching Our Worship,” Prayer 2
Celebrant       The Lord be with you.
People         And also with you.
Celebrant  Lift up your hearts.
People         We lift them to the Lord.
Celebrant  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People          It is right to give God thanks and praise.
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and 
earth.  Because you sent your beloved Son to redeem us from sin and death, and to make us heirs in him of everlasting life; that 
when he shall come again in power and great triumph to judge the world, we may without shame or fear rejoice to behold his 
appearing.  Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven, who forever 
sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:
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Sanctus: Holy, holy, holy Lord                             S130

The people may kneel as able, or be seated. The Celebrant continues. 
Glory and honor and praise to you, holy and living God.  To deliver us from the power of sin and death and to reveal the riches of 
your grace, you looked with favor upon Mary, your willing servant, that she might conceive and bear a son, Jesus the holy child of 
God. Living among us, Jesus loved us.  He broke bread with outcasts and sinners, healed the sick, and proclaimed good news to 
the poor. He yearned to draw all the world to himself yet we were heedless of his call to walk in love. Then, the time came for him 
to complete upon the cross the sacrifice of his life, and to be glorified by you.

At the following words concerning the bread, the Celebrant is to hold it, or to lay a hand upon it; and at the words concerning the 
cup, to hold or place a hand upon the cup and any other vessel containing wine to be consecrated.
On the night before he died for us, Jesus was at table with his friends.  He took bread, gave thanks to you, broke it, and gave it to 
them, and said: “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”
As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine. Again, he gave thanks to you, gave it to them, and said:  “Drink this, all of you:  
This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is poured out for you and for all for the forgiveness of sins.  Whenever you drink it, 
do this for the remembrance of me.”
Now gathered at your table, O God of all creation, and remembering Christ, crucified and risen, who was and is and is to come, we 
offer to you our gifts of bread and wine, and ourselves, a living sacrifice.
Pour out your Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the Body and Blood of Christ.  Breathe your Spirit over the whole earth 
and make us your new creation, the Body of Christ given for the world you have made.
In the fullness of time bring us, with [___________ and] all your saints, from every tribe and language and people and nation, to 
feast at the banquet prepared from the foundation of the world.
Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, to you be honor, glory, and praise, for ever and ever. 
Amen. 
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Celebrant  And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to pray, 
People  Our Father, who art in heaven, 
  hallowed be thy Name, 
  thy kingdom come, 
  thy will be done, 
    on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread.

The Breaking of the Bread 
Celebrant  Alleluia! Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
People  Therefore let us keep the feast.  Alleluia! 
Celebrant  The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed on him in 
  your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.

Post Communion Prayer (Please kneel or be seated) 
Celebrant  Let us pray. 
People  Faithful God,
 in this meal you have remembered your mercy, 
 bringing heaven to earth in the body and blood of Christ.
 As we wait for the day when all your promises will be fulfilled,
 sustain us and strengthen us by this holy mystery. 
 Guide us toward your promised future,
 coming to birth in Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord.
 Amen.

Benediction (Please stand as able)
May Almighty God, by whose providence our Savior Christ came among us in great humility, sanctify you with the light of his 
blessing and set you free from all sin.  Amen.
May he whose second Coming in power and great glory we await, make you steadfast in faith, joyful in hope, and constant in 
love.  Amen. 
May you, who rejoice in the first Advent of our Redeemer, at his second Advent be rewarded with unending life.  Amen. 
And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you and remain with you forever.  Amen. 

Recessional Hymn (Please stand as able)  Please see page 11                #436 | “Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates”
The Dismissal 
Celebrant  Go in peace. Christ is near.
People   Thanks be to God.
Postlude          "Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates"   Carson P. Cooman
The Prayer Table Flowers Today are Given to the Glory of God and in Loving Memory of Oreo, By Jim & Ronnie Parsons.

 And forgive us our trespasses,
       as we forgive those 
    who trespass against us. 
 And lead us not into temptation, 
  but deliver us from evil.
 For thine is the kingdom, 
  and the power, and the glory, 
  for ever and ever. Amen.  

The Episcopal Church of St. John the Baptist subscribes to an all copyright release covering all content in this bulletin 
from One License with license No. A-727355.

The Rev. Thomas M. White, Rector – rectorstjohnthebaptist@gmail.com
Scott Kresge, Eucharistic Minister
J. Edwin Stout, Acolyte
Robert Freeman, Youth Minister /Soloist
Jean Skocypec, Lay Reader
Scott Kresge, Organist/Videography/Streaming
Robert Freeman, Cantor
Elizabeth Scheer & Susan Mattia, Videography/Streaming
Ronnie Parsons, Usher

Want to learn more about parish life and the ministries at St. John the Baptist? Please visit our website:
www.stjohnthebaptistmilton.org



8

Processional Hymn                      “Lo! He Comes, with Clouds Descending”
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Sequence Hymn Vs. 1-2         “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”
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Offertory Hymn              “The King Shall Come When Morning Dawns”
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Recessional Hymn                          “Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates”


