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St. John the BaptistOF
“Where All Are Welcome . . . No Exceptions!”

Processional Hymn (Please stand as able) 	        Please see pages 8      	        #76 | “On Jordan's Bank the Baptist's Cry” 
Children’s Chat - Robert Freeman
Celebrant 	 Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
People 		  And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever.  Amen.
Celebrant 	 Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the 

thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthi-
ly magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

Hymn of Praise:  Wait for the Lord (Sung 3 times)			                				                 Taize Community
Wait for the Lord
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The Second Sunday of Advent
December 6, 2020

The Holy Eucharist 
The Word of God

Prelude             Voluntary  'O Come, O Come Emmanuel'       John Turner	
	             Hymn Tune: Veni, Veni Emmanuel
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The Collect of the Day			   					         
Celebrant 	 The Lord be with you.
People 		  And also with you.
Celebrant 	 Let us pray.
The Celebrant prays the Collect
Merciful God, who sent your messengers the prophets to preach repentance and prepare the way for our salvation: Give us grace 
to heed their warnings and forsake our sins, that we may greet with joy the coming of Jesus Christ our Redeemer; who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 
People	 Amen.
The Lighting of the Advent Wreath

Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah
Vocalist & Guitar: Rob Freeman

First Reading (Please be seated) 					             	                   
Reader	  	 A Reading from Isaiah:

Introduction to the First Reading 
In grand, flowing, poetic lines, the prophet announces that the exile of God's people in Babylon is over. God will deliver Israel. This promise 
can be trusted, because the only enduring reality in life is God's word.

Isaiah 40:1-11
Comfort, O comfort my people,
	 says your God.
Speak tenderly to Jerusalem,
	 and cry to her
that she has served her term,
	 that her penalty is paid,
that she has received from the Lord's hand
	 double for all her sins.
A voice cries out:
“In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord,
	 make straight in the desert a highway for our God.
Every valley shall be lifted up,
	 and every mountain and hill be made low;
the uneven ground shall become level,
	 and the rough places a plain.
Then the glory of the Lord shall be revealed,
	 and all people shall see it together,
	 for the mouth of the Lord has spoken.”
A voice says, “Cry out!”
	 And I said, “What shall I cry?”
All people are grass,
	 their constancy is like the flower of the field.
The grass withers, the flower fades,
	 when the breath of the Lord blows upon it;
	 surely the people are grass.
The grass withers, the flower fades;
	 but the word of our God will stand for ever.

Reader		  The Word of the Lord.
People 		  Thanks be to God.

Get you up to a high mountain,
	 O Zion, herald of good tidings;
lift up your voice with strength,
	 O Jerusalem, herald of good tidings,
	 lift it up, do not fear;
say to the cities of Judah,
	 “Here is your God!”
See, the Lord God comes with might,
	 and his arm rules for him;
his reward is with him,
	 and his recompense before him.
He will feed his flock like a shepherd;
	 he will gather the lambs in his arms,
and carry them in his bosom,
	 and gently lead the mother sheep.

2.  Light two candles to watch for Messiah:
let the light banish darkness.

He shall feed the flock like a shepherd,
gently lead them homeward.

1.  Light one candle to watch for Messiah:
let the light banish darkness.

He shall bring salvation to Israel,
God fulfills the promise.
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Second Reading 						    
Reader	  	 A Reading from the Second Letter of Peter:

Introduction to the Second Reading 
This short letter addresses concerns rising out of the delay of the second advent of Jesus. The writer calls on Christians to anticipate 
the promised coming of the Lord through conduct dedicated to God.
2 Peter 3:8-15a
Do not ignore this one fact, beloved, that with the Lord one day is like a thousand years, and a thousand years are like 
one day. The Lord is not slow about his promise, as some think of slowness, but is patient with you, not wanting any to 
perish, but all to come to repentance. But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, and then the heavens will pass away 
with a loud noise, and the elements will be dissolved with fire, and the earth and everything that is done on it will be 
disclosed.
Since all these things are to be dissolved in this way, what sort of persons ought you to be in leading lives of holiness 
and godliness, waiting for and hastening the coming of the day of God, because of which the heavens will be set ablaze 
and dissolved, and the elements will melt with fire? But, in accordance with his promise, we wait for new heavens and a 
new earth, where righteousness is at home.
Therefore, beloved, while you are waiting for these things, strive to be found by him at peace, without spot or blemish; 
and regard the patience of our Lord as salvation.
Reader		  The Word of the Lord.
People 		  Thanks be to God.
Sequence Hymn (Please stand as able) - Please see page 9	 Vs. 3 & 4    	                #56 | “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”
Celebrant 	 The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to St. Mark:
People 		  Glory to you, Lord Christ.

The Holy Gospel (The Gospel is carried into the congregation so that we remember it is our Good News to hear and to share.)
Mark 1:1-8
The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ, the Son of God.
As it is written in the prophet Isaiah,
	 “See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you,
		  who will prepare your way;
	 the voice of one crying out in the wilderness:
		  ‘Prepare the way of the Lord,
		  make his paths straight,’”

Psalm 85:1-2,8-13

From A Hymn Tune Psalter, Revised Common Lectionary Edition© 2007 by Carl P. Daw, Jr.
and Kevin R. Hackett. Church Publishing Incorporated.

All rights reserved Used by permission. 

Psalm of the Day

Psalm 85 Melody Line

           
tion.sal vagrant us yourLord; andcy, Ous your merShow

You have been gracious to your land, O Lord,        
you have restored the good fortune of Jacob.

You have forgiven the iniquity of your people   
and blotted out all their sins.	 [ANT.]

I will listen to what the Lord God is saying,        
for he is speaking peace to his faithful people
and to those who turn their hearts to him.

Truly, his salvation is very near to those who fear him,       
that his glory may dwell in our land.	 [ANT.]

Mercy and truth have met together; 
righteousness and peace have kissed each other.

Truth shall spring up from the earth, 
and righteousness shall look down from heaven.	 [ANT.]

The Lord will indeed grant prosperity,       
       and our land will yield its increase.
Righteousness shall go before him,      

and peace shall be a pathway for his feet.	 [ANT.]
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John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. And peo-
ple from the whole Judean countryside and all the people of Jerusalem were going out to him, and were baptized by him 
in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist, 
and he ate locusts and wild honey. He proclaimed, “The one who is more powerful than I is coming after me; I am not 
worthy to stoop down and untie the thong of his sandals. I have baptized you with water; but he will baptize you with 
the Holy Spirit.”
Celebrant 	 The Gospel of the Lord.
People 		  Praise to you, Lord Christ.

THE SERMON

The Nicene Creed (Please stand as able) 
We believe in one God, 
	 the Father, the Almighty, 
	 maker of heaven and earth, 
	 of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
	 the only Son of God, 
	 eternally begotten of the Father, 
	 God from God, Light from Light, 
	 true God from true God, 
	 begotten, not made, 
	 of one Being with the Father. 
	 Through him all things were made. 
	 For us and for our salvation 
		  he came down from heaven: 
	 by the power of the Holy Spirit 
		  he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
		  and was made man. 
	 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
		  he suffered death and was buried. 
		  On the third day he rose again 
			       in accordance with the Scriptures; 
		  he ascended into heaven 
			       and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
	 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
		  and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
	 who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
	 With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
	 He has spoken through the Prophets. 
	 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
	 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
	 We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
		  and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 

The Prayers of the People The Leader and People pray responsively.
God of power and might, comfort your people and come quickly to this weary world.  Hear our prayers for everyone in need.
Faithful God, you teach us to wait for you with faithfulness and patience.  Sustain and support us in our doubts and questions.  
Nurture our faith as we discern and enact your mission.  Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
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Loving God, you set the stars in the sky and breathe life into the earth.  Renew the face of creation where it is in need of your 
healing touch.  Mend the wounds of environmental damage and restore balance to ecosystems so that all creation can declare your 
praise.  Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Steadfast God, you never tire of seeking justice.  Where people suffer from discrimination, judgment, and injustice, speak words 
of truth and comfort.  Lead us toward a world where faithfulness will sprout underfoot and righteousness rain down from above.  
Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Leading God, you ask us to make uneven ground smooth.  Make even the disparities between your people.  Sustain and support 
people with physical and intellectual disabilities.  Accompany disability advocates who work for a world accessible to all.  Teach us 
to celebrate the great diversity in our midst.  Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Tender God, you know sorrow and joy alike.  We pray for those in our families and congregation who are not joyful in this holiday 
season.  Comfort those who grieve, be a companion to all who are lonely, tend those who are sick or struggling with depression, 
and gather all people in your healing embrace. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Eternal God, we give thanks for the saints who have prepared your way in the wilderness and taught us to continue their faithful 
work especially Nicholas of Myra.  Make their generous lives an example for all.  Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Draw near to us, O God, and receive our prayers, especially remembering those on our parish prayer list and those we name in our 
hearts.
(The congregation may add their own petitions either silently or aloud after the prayer list is read.)  

(The Celebrant may add a concluding Collect.) 
The Confession of Sin (Please kneel as able or be seated) 
Reader 		  Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. (Silence may be kept) 

People 	 Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we 
have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not 
loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus 
Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the 
glory of your Name.  Amen. 

The Absolution 
Celebrant 	 Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all 

goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life.  Amen. 
The Peace (Please stand as able) 
Celebrant 	 The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People 		  And also with you.

The Holy Communion 
Being seated, we begin with a time of offering, giving money as a sign that our life serves God’s purposes and showing our gratitude for 
God’s many blessings.

Your faithful tithes and offerings are much needed and can be sent to:
 The Episcopal Church of St. John the Baptist, PO Box 441, Milton, DE  19968 OR

Securely online through our website - https://www.stjohnthebaptistmilton.org/give.html

Offertory Sentence & Interlude 
Doxology (The offering is presented as the Doxology is sung.  
                      Please stand as able) 

Offertory Hymn                          	 Please see page 10	        	 	                            #67 | “Comfort, Comfort Ye My People”
WORDS: Isaac Watts (1674-1748).   Music: Louis Bourgeois, c. 1510–1561.

Praise         God,        from      whom         all             bless    -   ings        flow;

Praise    him,   all   crea -  tures    here    be  - low;   praise    him    a  -   bove,  ye

heaven  - ly      host:   praise      Fa    -  ther,    Son,     and         Ho  -    ly     Ghost.      A  -  men.



6

The Great Thanksgiving 			                           	         “Enriching Our Worship,” Prayer 2
Celebrant 	      The Lord be with you.
People 		        And also with you.
Celebrant 	 Lift up your hearts.
People 		        We lift them to the Lord.
Celebrant 	 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People 		         It is right to give God thanks and praise.
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and 
earth.  Because you sent your beloved Son to redeem us from sin and death, and to make us heirs in him of everlasting life; that 
when he shall come again in power and great triumph to judge the world, we may without shame or fear rejoice to behold his 
appearing.  Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven, who forever 
sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:
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Sanctus: Holy, holy, holy Lord

The people may kneel as able, or be seated. The Celebrant continues. 
Glory and honor and praise to you, holy and living God.  To deliver us from the power of sin and death and to reveal the riches of 
your grace, you looked with favor upon Mary, your willing servant, that she might conceive and bear a son, Jesus the holy child of 
God. Living among us, Jesus loved us.  He broke bread with outcasts and sinners, healed the sick, and proclaimed good news to 
the poor. He yearned to draw all the world to himself yet we were heedless of his call to walk in love. Then, the time came for him 
to complete upon the cross the sacrifice of his life, and to be glorified by you.

At the following words concerning the bread, the Celebrant is to hold it, or to lay a hand upon it; and at the words concerning the 
cup, to hold or place a hand upon the cup and any other vessel containing wine to be consecrated.
On the night before he died for us, Jesus was at table with his friends.  He took bread, gave thanks to you, broke it, and gave it to 
them, and said: “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”
As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine. Again, he gave thanks to you, gave it to them, and said:  “Drink this, all of you:  
This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is poured out for you and for all for the forgiveness of sins.  Whenever you drink it, 
do this for the remembrance of me.”
Now gathered at your table, O God of all creation, and remembering Christ, crucified and risen, who was and is and is to come, we 
offer to you our gifts of bread and wine, and ourselves, a living sacrifice.
Pour out your Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the Body and Blood of Christ.  Breathe your Spirit over the whole earth 
and make us your new creation, the Body of Christ given for the world you have made.
In the fullness of time bring us, with [___________ and] all your saints, from every tribe and language and people and nation, to 
feast at the banquet prepared from the foundation of the world.
Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, to you be honor, glory, and praise, for ever and ever. 
Amen. 
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Celebrant 	 And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to pray, 
People 	 Our Father, who art in heaven, 
		  hallowed be thy Name, 
		  thy kingdom come, 
		  thy will be done, 
		    on earth as it is in heaven. 
	 Give us this day our daily bread.

The Breaking of the Bread 
Celebrant 	 Alleluia! Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
People 	 Therefore let us keep the feast.  Alleluia! 
A Prayer for Spiritual Communion
	      Lord Jesus, I believe that you are truly present in the Blessed Sacrament of the Altar.  I love you above all things 

and long for you in my soul.  Since I cannot now receive you sacramentally, come spiritually into my heart and my soul.  
As though you have already come, I embrace you and unite myself entirely to you; never permit me to be separated 
from you, my Lord and my God! Amen.

Distribution Anthem - “ You Satisfy the Hungry Heart”  Music: Robert E. Kreutz Words: Omer Westendorf
                                                     Vocalist: Robert Freeman  Accompanist:  Scott Kresge
Post Communion Prayer (Please kneel or be seated) 
Celebrant 	 Let us pray. 
People 	      Almighty God, Father of all mercies, we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks for all your goodness and 

loving kindness to us and to all whom you have made.
	      We bless you for our creation, preservation, and all the blessings of this life; but above all for your immeasurable love 

in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ; for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory.
	      And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your presence, that as we lament our separation from one another, we 

may continually show forth your praise, not only with our lips, but in our lives, by giving up our selves to your service, 
and by walking before you in holiness and righteousness all our days; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with 
you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen.

Benediction 
May Almighty God, by whose providence our Savior Christ came among us in great humility, sanctify you with the light of his 
blessing and set you free from all sin.  Amen.
May he whose second Coming in power and great glory we await, make you steadfast in faith, joyful in hope, and constant in 
love.  Amen. 
May you, who rejoice in the first Advent of our Redeemer, at his second Advent be rewarded with unending life.  Amen. 
And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you and remain with you for ever.  Amen. 

Recessional Hymn (Please stand as able) 	 Please see page 11  	    	                         #65 | “Prepare the Way, O Zion”
The Dismissal 
Celebrant 	 Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
People 		  Thanks be to God.
Postlude      Voluntary "Prepare the Way, O Zion"   Hymn Tune: 'Bereden vag for Herran'     John Carter

The Advent Greens on the Altar and the Flowers on the Prayer Table are given to the Glory of God and in Loving Mem-

ory of Joyce Hullings by her Family and Friends.

The Episcopal Church of St. John the Baptist subscribes to an all copyright release covering all content in this bulletin 
from One License with license No. A-727355.

The Rev. Thomas M. White, Rector
J. Edwin Stout, Acolyte
Scott Kresge, Organist/Videography/Streaming
Robert Freeman, Cantor/Soloist
Elizabeth Scheer, Videography/Streaming

	 And forgive us our trespasses,
	       as we forgive those 
		    who trespass against us. 
	 And lead us not into temptation, 
		  but deliver us from evil.
	 For thine is the kingdom, 
		  and the power, and the glory, 
		  for ever and ever. Amen. 	
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Processional Hymn				                             “On Jordan's Bank the Baptist's Cry”
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Sequence Hymn					      		              “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”
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Offertory Hymn					      	                    “Comfort, Comfort Ye My People”
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Recessional Hymn					                                            “Prepare the Way, O Zion”


