THE EPiSC Opéll CHURCH ﬁ_
or St. John the Baptist

“Where All Are Welcome . . . No Exceptions!”

'The Fourth Sunday of Advent
December 20, 2020

'The Holy Eucharist
The Word of God

Prelude Voluntary "On Jordan's Bank" Sheridan Seyfried
Hymn Tune: 'Puer Nobis'

Processional Hymn (Please stand as able) Please see pages 8-9 #74 | “Blest Be The King Whose Coming”
Children’s Chat - Robert Freeman

Celebrant Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

People And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.

Celebrant Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the
thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthi-
ly magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Hymn of Praise: Wait for the Lord (Sung 3 times) Tuize Community
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The Collect of the Day

Celebrant 'The Lord be with you.

People And also with you.

Celebrant Let us pray.

The Celebrant prays the Collect

Purify our conscience, Almighty God, by your daily visitation, that your Son Jesus Christ, at his coming, may find in us a mansion
prepared for himself; who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever!

People Amen.

The Lighting of the Advent Wreath

Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah
Vocalist &3 Guitar: Rob Freeman

1. Light one candle to watch for Messiah: 2. Light two candles to watch for Messiah:

let the light banish darkness. let the light banish darkness.
He shall bring salvation to Israel, He shall feed the flock like a shepherd,

God fulfills the promise. gently lead them homeward.

3. Light three candles to watch for Messiah: 4. Light four candles to watch for Messiah:
let the light banish darkness. let the light banish darkness.

Lift your heads and lift high the gateway He is coming, tell the glad tidings.
for the King of glory. Let your lights be shining!

First Reading (Please be seated)
Reader A Reading from Samuel:

Introduction to the First Reading
In this reading, God promises to establish David's house forever. After the fall of Jerusalem and the overthrow of the monarchy, the Davidic
covenant came to be understood as God's assurance of a future ideal king from David's line, and this hope became an essential part of the
Jewish expectation of the Messiah.

2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16

When the king was settled in his house, and the Lorp had given him rest from all his enemies around him, the king
said to the prophet Nathan, "See now, I am living in a house of cedar, but the ark of God stays in a tent." Nathan said to
the king, "Go, do all that you have in mind; for the Lorbp is with you."

But that same night the word of the LorDp came to Nathan: Go and tell my servant David: Thus says the Lorp: Are
you the one to build me a house to live in? I have not lived in a house since the day I brought up the people of Israel
from Egypt to this day, but I have been moving about in a tent and a tabernacle. Wherever I have moved about among
all the people of Israel, did I ever speak a word with any of the tribal leaders of Israel, whom I commanded to shepherd
my people Israel, saying, "Why have you not built me a house of cedar?" Now therefore thus you shall say to my servant
David: Thus says the Lorp of hosts: I took you from the pasture, from following the sheep to be prince over my people
Israel; and I have been with you wherever you went, and have cut off all your enemies from before you; and I will make
for you a great name, like the name of the great ones of the earth. And I will appoint a place for my people Israel and
will plant them, so that they may live in their own place, and be disturbed no more; and evildoers shall afflict them no
more, as formerly, from the time that I appointed judges over my people Israel; and I will give you rest from all your
enemies. Moreover the LorD declares to you that the Lorp will make you a house. Your house and your kingdom shall
be made sure forever before me; your throne shall be established forever;

Reader The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.



Psalm of the Day Canticle 15
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My soul pro - claims the  great-ness of  the Lord.

My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord, He has cast down the mighty from their thrones,
my spirit rejoices in God my Savior; and has lifted up the lowly.

for he has looked with favor on his lowly servant. He has filled the hungry with good things,
From this day all generations will call me blessed: and the rich he has sent away empty. [ANT]

the Almighty has done great things for me,

and holy is his Name. [ANT.] He has come to the help of his servant Israel,

for he has remembered his promise of mercy;,

He has mercy on those who fear him The promise he made to our fathers,

in every generation. to Abraham and his children for ever. [ANT]
He has shown the strength of his arm,

he has scattered the proud in their conceit. [ANT.]

From A Hymn Tune Psalter, Revised Common Lectionary Edition© 2007 by Carl P. Daw, Jr.
and Kevin RI Hackett. Church Publishing. In.corporated.

Second Reading All rights reserved Used by permission.
Reader A Reading from the letter of Paul to the Romans:

Introduction to the Second Reading
8t. Paul closes his letter to the Romans by praising God because, in the proclamation of the gospel of Jesus Christ, God has revealed
the promised divine plan of salvation for all humanity by the obedience of faith.

Romans 16:25-27

Now to God who is able to strengthen you according to my gospel and the proclamation of Jesus Christ, according to
the revelation of the mystery that was kept secret for long ages but is now disclosed, and through the prophetic writ-
ings is made known to all the Gentiles, according to the command of the eternal God, to bring about the obedience of
faith-- to the only wise God, through Jesus Christ, to whom be the glory forever! Amen.

Reader The Word of the Lord.

People Thanks be to God.

Sequence Hymn (Please stand as able) - Please see page 10 Vs. 75§ #56 | “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”
Celebrant 'The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to St. Luke:

People Glory to you, Lord Christ.

'The Holy Gospel (7he Gospel is carried into the congregation so that we remember it is our Good News fo hear and to share.)

Luke 1:26-38

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, to a virgin engaged to a
man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. And he came to her and said, “Greet-
ings, favored one! The Lord is with you.” But she was much perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of greeting
this might be. The angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. And now, you will
conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. He will be great, and will be called the Son of the
Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor David. He will reign over the house of Jacob
forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.” Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, since I am a virgin?” The
angel said to her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; there-
tore the child to be born will be holy; he will be called Son of God. And now, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has
also conceived a son; and this is the sixth month for her who was said to be barren. For nothing will be impossible with
God.”’Then Mary said, “Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your word.” Then the angel
departed from her.

Celebrant 'The Gospel of the Lord.
People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 3



THE SERMON

The Nicene Creed (Please stand as able)

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
be ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Propbhets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

The Prayers of the People 75 Leader and People pray responsively.
You astounded Mary with her invitation to bear your Son. Surprise us with your delight in us, with your invitation to do your will,
with the light of Christ growing with in us. Surprise us, Lord, again and again.

We are your children. Increase the faith in us, day by day, season by season. Empower us to seek and do your will. Cause us to
surprise ourselves by opening up our hearts to find that you are always there.
Surprise us, Lord.

We pray that the leaders of all the nations demonstrate wisdom and a heart for the good of their people and peace between neigh-
bors.
Surprise us, Lord.

We pray that the peoples of all the nations realize freedom and justice and an end to hunger and poverty. Enable a spirit of gener-
osity to flow throughout the world.

Surprise us, Lord.



We pray for our neighbors with whom we work and live. Surprise us with what can be accomplished when we work together for
the common good. Open our eyes to see you in each person we meet. Open our hearts and hands to each need we encounter.

Surprise us, Lord.

We pray for healing for those with troubled spirits, who suffer from addiction, loneliness, and despair. We ask for healing for those
who struggle with the consequences of illness or recovering from surgery. Reveal to us how to join in your saving and healing work
through the power of your Spirit.

Surprise us, Lord.

We pray for those who have died and now rest in your eternal embrace. May the light of your love surround them and comfort
those who grieve their deaths. Surprise them with the sure hope of the Resurrection.

Surprise us, Lord.

We are your people. Increase the faith in us day by day. Surprise us with your loving, liberating, and lifegiving presence.
Surprise us, Lord, again and again.

Let us pray for our own needs and those of others, especially remembering those on our parish prayer list and those we name in
our hearts.

(The congregation may add their own petitions either silently or aloud after the prayer list is read.)

(The Celebrant may add a concluding Collect.)
The Confession of Sin (Please kneel as able or be seated)
Reader Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. (Silence may be kept)

People Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we
have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not
loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus
Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the

glory of your Name. Amen.

The Absolution

Celebrant Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all
goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.

The Peace (Please stand as able)
Celebrant 'The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People And also with you.

The Holy Communion

Being seated, we begin with a time of offering, giving money as a sign that our life serves God'’s purposes and showing our gratitude for
God's many blessings.
Your faithful tithes and offerings are much needed and can be sent to:
The Episcopal Church of St. John the Baptist, PO Box 441, Milton, DE 19968 OR
Securely online through our website - https.//www.stjohnthebaptistmilton.org/give.html
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Offertory Sentence & Interlude *
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heaven -ly host: praise Fa - ther, Son, and Ho - ly Ghost. A - men.

WORDS: Isaac Watts (1674-1748). Music: Louis Bourgeois, c. 1510-1561.

Offertory Hymn Please see page 11 #72 | “Hark! The Glad Sound!”




The Great Thanksgiving “Enriching Our Worship,” Prayer 2

Celebrant 'The Lord be with you.

People And also with you.

Celebrant Lift up your hearts.

People We lift them to the Lord.

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People It is right to give God thanks and praise.

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and

earth. Because you sent your beloved Son to redeem us from sin and death, and to make us heirs in him of everlasting life; that

when he shall come again in power and great triumph to judge the world, we may without shame or fear rejoice to behold his

appearing. Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven, who forever

sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:

Sanctus: Haﬁ/, /.lwly, holy Lord
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san- na in the high- est. Ho- san- na in the high- est.

The people may kneel as able, or be seated. The Celebrant continues.

Glory and honor and praise to you, holy and living God. To deliver us from the power of sin and death and to reveal the riches of
your grace, you looked with favor upon Mary, your willing servant, that she might conceive and bear a son, Jesus the holy child of
God. Living among us, Jesus loved us. He broke bread with outcasts and sinners, healed the sick, and proclaimed good news to
the poor. He yearned to draw all the world to himself yet we were heedless of his call to walk in love. Then, the time came for him
to complete upon the cross the sacrifice of his life, and to be glorified by you.

At the following words concerning the bread, the Celebrant is to hold it, or to lay a hand upon it; and at the words concerning the
cup, to hold or place a hand upon the cup and any other vessel containing wine to be consecrated.

On the night before he died for us, Jesus was at table with his friends. He took bread, gave thanks to you, broke it, and gave it to
them, and said: “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”

As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine. Again, he gave thanks to you, gave it to them, and said: “Drink this, all of you:
'This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is poured out for you and for all for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it,
do this for the remembrance of me.”

Now gathered at your table, O God of all creation, and remembering Christ, crucified and risen, who was and is and is to come, we
offer to you our gifts of bread and wine, and ourselves, a living sacrifice.

Pour out your Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the Body and Blood of Christ. Breathe your Spirit over the whole earth
and make us your new creation, the Body of Christ given for the world you have made.

In the fullness of time bring us, with [ and] all your saints, from every tribe and language and people and nation, to
feast at the banquet prepared from the foundation of the world.

‘Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, to you be honor, glory, and praise, for ever and ever.

Amen.



Celebrant And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to pray,

People Our Father, who art in heaven, And forgive us our trespasses,
hallowed be thy Name, as we forgive those
thy kingdom come, who trespass against us.
thy will be done, And lead us not into temptation,
on earth as it is in heaven. but deliver us from evil.
Give us this day our daily bread. For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
The Breaking of the Bread Jfor ever and ever. Amen.
Celebrant Alleluia! Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
People Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia!

A Prayer for Spiritual Communion
Lord Jesus, I believe that you are truly present in the Blessed Sacrament of the Altar. 1love you above all things
and long for you in my soul. Since I cannot now receive you sacramentally, come spiritually into my heart and my soul.
As though you have already come, I embrace you and unite myself entirely to you; never permit me to be separated
from you, my Lord and my God! Amen.

Distribution Anthem - “Fling Wide the Door” Music: ]. A. Freylinghausen Words: Georg Weissel
Vocalist: Robert Freeman Accompanist: Scott Kresge

Post Communion Prayer (Please kneel or be seated)

Celebrant Let us pray.

People Almighty God, Father of all mercies, we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks for all your goodness and
loving kindness to us and to all whom you have made.

We bless you for our creation, preservation, and all the blessings of this life; but above all for your immeasurable love
in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ; for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory.

And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your presence, that as we lament our separation from one another, we
may continually show forth your praise, not only with our lips, but in our lives, by giving up our selves to your service,
and by walking before you in holiness and righteousness all our days; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with
you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen.

Benediction
May Almighty God, by whose providence our Savior Christ came among us in great humility, sanctify you with the light of his
blessing and set you free from all sin. Amen.
May he whose second Coming in power and great glory we await, make you steadfast in faith, joyful in hope, and constant in
love. Amen.
May you, who rejoice in the first Advent of our Redeemer, at his second Advent be rewarded with unending life. Amen.

And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you and remain with you for ever. Amen.

Recessional Hymn (Please stand as able) Please see page 12 #57 | “Lo! He Comes, wtih Clouds Descending”
The Dismissal

Celebrant Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.

People Thanks be to God.

Postlude  Voluntary "Lo! He Comes, with Clouds Descending” Hymn Tune: 'Helmsley' Robert Lind

The Episcopal Church of St. John the Baptist subscribes to an all copyright release covering all content in this bulletin
from One License with license No. A-727355.

The Rev. Thomas M. White, Rector

J- Edwin Stout, Acolyte

Scott Kresge, Organist/Videography/Streaming

Robert Freeman, Cantor/Soloist

Elizabeth Scheer, Videography/Streaming 7



Processional Hymn

“Blest Be the King Whose Coming”

74 Advent
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Words: Frederico J. Pagura (b. 1923); tr. F. Pratt Green (b. 1903), alt.
Music: Valet will ich dir geben, melody Melchior Teschner (1584-1635) alt.;
harm. and desc. Ronald Arnatt (b. 1930) 76. 76 D

Words: Copyright © 1974 by Hope Publishing Company. All Rights Reserved. Used by Permission.



Sequence Hymn

“O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”

Advent 56
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(Dec. 23) 1 O come, O come, Em - man - u - el, and ran - som
(Dec. 17) 2 O come, thou Wis - dom from on high, who or - derest
(Dec. 18) 3 O come, O come, thou Lord of might,who to thy
(Dec. 19) 4 O come, thouBranch of  Jes - se’s tree, free them from
(Dec. 20) 5 O come, thou Key of Da g vid, come, and o - pen
(Dec. 21) 6 O come, thou Day - spring from on high, and cheer us
(Dec. 22) 7 O come, De - sire of na - tions, bind in one the
(Dec. 23) 8 O come, O come, Em - man - u - el, and ran - som
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1 cap - tive Is - ra - el, that mourns in lone - ly ex - ile
2 all things might - i - ly; to the path of know - ledge
_3 tribes on Si - nai’s height in  an - cient times didst give the
4 Sa - tan’s ty - ran - ny that trust thy might -y power to
5 wide our heaven - ly home; make safe the way that leads on
6 by thy draw - ing nigh; dis - perse the gloom -y clouds of
7 hearts of all man-kind; bid thou our sad di - vi - sions
8 cap - tive Is - ra - el, that mourns in lone - ly ex - ile
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1 here un -til the Son of God ap - pear.
2 show,and teach us in her ways to go.
3 law, in cloud, and ma - jes - ty, and awe.
4 save, and give them vic-tory o'er the grave. . . . .
5 high, and close the path tcto'y mis - er _g'l‘; Be-jmect Be-jawce]
_6 night,and death’s dark shad-ow put to flight.
7 cease,and be thy-self our King of Peace.
8 here un -til the Son of God ap - pear.

AJ.L .

Em - man - u - el shallcome to thee, O Is -

The stanzas may be used as antiphons with “The Song of Mary” on the dates given.

Words: Latin, ca. 9th cent.; ver. Hymnal 1940, alt.
Music: Veni, veni, Emmanuel, plainsong, Mode 1, Processionale, 15th cent.;

adapt. Thomas Helmore (1811-1890) LM with Refrain
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Offertory Hymn

“Hark! The Glad Sound!”

72 Advent
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Words: Philip Doddridge (1702-1751)

I~ T

Music: Richmond, melody Thomas Haweis (1734-1820); adapt. Samuel Webbe (1740-1816);
harm. Hymns Ancient and Modern, Revised, 1950; desc. Craig Sellar Lang (1891-1971)
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Recessional Hymn “Lo! He Comes, with Clouds Descending”

57 Advent
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2 Ev - ery eye shall now be - hold him, robed in
3 Those dear to - kens of his pas - sion still  his
4 Yea, a - men! let all a - dore thee, high on
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our sal - wva - tion slain; thou - sand thou - sand
dread - ful ma - jes - ty; those who set at
daz - zling bo - dy bears, cause of end - less
thine e - ter - mnal throne; Sa - vior, take the
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saints at - tend - ing swell the tri - umph of his
nought and sold him, pierced,and nailed him to the
ex - ul - ta - tion to his ran - somed wor - ship -
power and glo - ry; claim the king - dom for thine
é)ﬂg S : } 1 s —
t——F—= - e i D " —
e | 4 I T | T 1
train: Al - le - lu - ial Al - le - lu - ial
tree, deep - ly  wail - ing, deep - ly wail - ing,
€ers; with what  rap - ture, with what rap - ture,
own: Al - le - lu - ia! Al - le - lu - ial
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Al - le - Iu - ia! Christ the Lord re - turns to reign.
deep - ly wail - ing, shall the true Mes - si - ah see.
with what rap - ture gaze we on those glo-rious scars!
Al - le - lu - ia! Thou shalt reign,and thou a - lone.

Words: Charles Wesley (1707-1788)
Music: Helmsley, melody Augustine Arne (1710-1778) 87.87127
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