THE EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF ST JOHN THE BAPTIST
PO BOX 441 307 FEDERAL STREET
MILTON, DELAWARE 19968
302-684-8431

July 17, 2024

The Vestry

The Episcopal Church of St. John the Baptist
307 Federal Street

Milton, Delaware 19968

Dear Beloved Members of the Vestry and the Parish of St. John the Baptist,

With a heart filled with sadness, I write to tell you, after much reflection and prayer, that
I will be retiring as the Rector of St. John the Baptist on Sunday, September 22, 2024.
Retirements should be happy times, but I am sad because, thanks to the leading of the Holy
Spirit, I have been blessed with ten of the happiest years of my long life! Having retired from
full-time ministry in 2006, I thought my work as the servant of God's Word was done. Instead, I
learned that the Holy Spirit had other plans! I received a call from then Senior Warden, Tom
Sombar, asking if I would be willing to celebrate Mass the First Sunday in Advent, 2013, when
the parish was without a priest. That Sunday my love affair began with the community of God's
people that is St. John the Baptist! By September 2014, I was called formally to be your Rector. I
have been blessed beyond expression in having the privilege and joy of serving as your Rector!

The immensely difficult decision to retire has come for several reasons. First, I care
deeply about you and all the members of St. John the Baptist. I want to step aside to make room
for new vision and energy that a new Rector can provide. I firmly believe that this community of
faith has a bright future, given all the housing developments that are, and will be, springing up
all around Milton. Speaking of energy, another reason for retirement is knowing my energy is
waning. If only I could be ten years younger! Also, given my age of eighty, Rob and I would like
to have more time for travel, just being together, and time with family.

In closing, I share with you my firm conviction that your best years as God's people in
this place are before you. You're in good hands! Bishop Brown and the Bishop's assistant, Canon
Brad Hinton, will be leading you in the process of moving toward new priestly and pastoral
leadership. In the meantime, visiting priests will celebrate Mass each Lord's Day. And capable
- parish leaders will continue the ministries of worship and music, outreach, stewardship,
tellowship, care of the property, Christian education, and parish administration. You are
equipped and ready for the next, exciting, and newest manifestation of the Holy Spirit's
faithfulness and power!

Yours in Christ Always,

The Rev. Thomas M. White, Rector



