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Dear People of St. John the Baptist:

It is difficult to say goodbye to people we have come to know, value, respect, and admire in
their ministries among us. But our “good-bye” is really a “God be with you” as Father Tom
prepares to embark on the next chapter of his life. After 54 years of faithful service within the
Lutheran and Episcopal churches, and after much prayer and contemplation, it is time for Father
Tom to listen to the call of the Holy Spirt as he officially retires on September 22, 2024.

This church will forever be indebted to Father Tom for his leadership and guidance as he helped
us grow into the welcoming and faithful community that we are. Our faith assures us that God
will be walking with us through this journey as St. John’s prepares for the future. Search
preparations will soon be underway with the largest task being the formation of a search
committee who will help us discern the path forward.

Things will start moving more quickly in the process as we get closer to making a call. In the
meantime, the Vestry will be working hard to ensure the continuation of the ministry of St.
John’s. We will be welcoming supply clergy to fill in until an interim rector is in place (who will
be recommended to us by the Bishop’s office). We will be working closely with Canon Brad
Hinton to make sure we have pastoral coverage if and when we need it and throughout this
process.

Remember that the rest of our wonderful church staff and volunteers are here and will continue
to share in ministry with each of us. We know that the people of St. John’s will send Father Tom
off with our best wishes, love, and prayers. Please continue your prayers for our parish, the soon
to be assembled search committee, your Vestry and whomever they may be, our new rector.

God'’s Peace to you all,
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