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Fourth Sunday of  Easter
May 3, 2020

The Holy Eucharist 
The Word of God

Prelude –  “Ou s’en vont ces gais Bergers” 	       J. F. Dandrieu

St. John the BaptistOF
“Where All Are Welcome . . . No Exceptions!”

Processional Hymn (Please stand as able) 	        Please see page 8	    	   #343 | “Shepherd of Souls, Refresh and Bless”
Children’s Chat - Robert Freeman
Celebrant 	 Alleluia!  Christ is risen!
People 		  The Lord is risen indeed!  Alleluia!
Celebrant 	 Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the 

thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthi-
ly magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

Canticle of Praise: This Is the Feast				          
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The Collect of the Day			   					         
Celebrant 	 The Lord be with you.
People 		  And also with you.
Celebrant 	 Let us pray.
The Celebrant prays the Collect
O God, whose Son Jesus is the good shepherd of your people: Grant that when we hear his voice we may know him 
who calls us each by name, and follow where he leads; who, with you and the Holy Spirit, lives and reigns, one God, for 
ever and ever.  
People	 Amen.
 
First Reading (Please be seated) 					             	                   
Reader	  	 A Reading from The Acts of The Apostles:

Introduction to the First Reading 
Today’s reading describes life in the Christian community following Peter’s sermon on the day of Pentecost. The new community is 
sustained by worship and fellowship, shares what they have, and ensures that everyone has enough

Acts 2:42-47
Those who had been baptized devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, to the breaking of bread and 
the prayers.
Awe came upon everyone, because many wonders and signs were being done by the apostles. All who believed were 
together and had all things in common; they would sell their possessions and goods and distribute the proceeds to all, as 
any had need. Day by day, as they spent much time together in the temple, they broke bread at home and ate their food 
with glad and generous hearts, praising God and having the goodwill of all the people. And day by day the Lord added 
to their number those who were being saved.

Reader		  The Word of the Lord.
People 		  Thanks be to God.



3

Psalm of the Day - Psalm 23 King James Version - (In Unison)
1 	 The Lord is my shepherd; 
	 I shall not want.
2 	 He maketh me to lie down in green pastures: 
	 he leadeth me beside the still waters.
3 	 He restoreth my soul: 
	 he leadeth me in the paths of righteousness for his name’s sake.
4 	 Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil: 
	 for thou art with me; thy rod and thy staff they comfort me.
5 	 Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of mine enemies: 
	 thou anointest my head with oil; my cup runneth over.
6 	 Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life: 
	 and I will dwell in the house of the Lord for ever.
Second Reading 						    
Reader	  	 A Reading from the First Letter of Peter:

Introduction to the Second Reading 
Doing the right things does not guarantee that we will not experience difficulties, hardships, rejection, or even suffering. Jesus is 
presented as the model of faithfulness to God, the Father, amid adversity.
1 Peter 2:19-25
It is a credit to you if, being aware of God, you endure pain while suffering unjustly. If you endure when you are beaten 
for doing wrong, what credit is that? But if you endure when you do right and suffer for it, you have God’s approval. For 
to this you have been called, because Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example, so that you should follow in 
his steps.
“He committed no sin, and no deceit was found in his mouth.”
When he was abused, he did not return abuse; when he suffered, he did not threaten; but he entrusted himself to the 
one who judges justly. He himself bore our sins in his body on the cross, so that, free from sins, we might live for righ-
teousness; by his wounds you have been healed. For you were going astray like sheep, but now you have returned to the 
shepherd and guardian of your souls.
Reader		  The Word of the Lord.
People 		  Thanks be to God.
Sequence Hymn (Please stand as able) - Please see page 9	     		     #377 | “All People That On Earth Do Dwell”  

Celebrant 	 The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John:
People 		  Glory to you, Lord Christ.

The Holy Gospel (The Gospel is carried into the congregation so that we remember it is our Good News to hear and to share.)	
John 10:1-10
Jesus said, “Very truly, I tell you, anyone who does not enter the sheepfold by the gate but climbs in by another way is a 
thief and a bandit. The one who enters by the gate is the shepherd of the sheep. The gatekeeper opens the gate for him, 
and the sheep hear his voice. He calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. When he has brought out all his own, 
he goes ahead of them, and the sheep follow him because they know his voice. They will not follow a stranger, but they 
will run from him because they do not know the voice of strangers.” Jesus used this figure of speech with them, but they 
did not understand what he was saying to them.

So again Jesus said to them, “Very truly, I tell you, I am the gate for the sheep. All who came before me are thieves and 
bandits; but the sheep did not listen to them. I am the gate. Whoever enters by me will be saved, and will come in and 
go out and find pasture. The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I came that they may have life, and have it 
abundantly.”

Celebrant 	 The Gospel of the Lord.
People 		  Praise to you, Lord Christ.
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THE SERMON
The Nicene Creed (Please stand as able) 

We believe in one God, 
	 the Father, the Almighty, 
	 maker of heaven and earth, 
	 of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
	 the only Son of God, 
	 eternally begotten of the Father, 
	 God from God, Light from Light, 
	 true God from true God, 
	 begotten, not made, 
	 of one Being with the Father. 
	 Through him all things were made. 
	 For us and for our salvation 
		  he came down from heaven: 
	 by the power of the Holy Spirit 
		  he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
		  and was made man. 
	 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
		  he suffered death and was buried. 
		  On the third day he rose again 
			       in accordance with the Scriptures; 
		  he ascended into heaven 
			       and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
	 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
		  and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
	 who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
	 With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
	 He has spoken through the Prophets. 
	 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
	 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
	 We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
		  and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 

The Prayers of the People The Leader and People pray responsively.
We offer our prayers to Jesus, who is the Good Shepherd and guardian of our souls.
For the parishes and missions of our diocese, that we will devote ourselves to the teaching and fellowship of Christ, to 
the breaking of bread, and the offering of prayers; let us pray.
Hear us, O risen Christ.

That an outpouring of generosity will flow from the gratitude and thanksgiving that dwell in our hearts, moving the 
Church, the household of faith, to provide relief to those in any want or need; let us pray.
Hear us, O risen Christ.

For the courage to share the faith we hold, and the willingness to listen humbly to those whose interpretation of the 
faith differs from our own; let us pray.
Hear us, O risen Christ.
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For all who exercise leadership, that their actions may reflect the ways of the Servant, whose obedience to God released 
the power to overcome every darkness, and whose sacrifice opened the gates to eternity; let us pray.
Hear us, O risen Christ.

In thanksgiving for our merciful Jesus, who loves us beyond our shame and guilt, frees us from the tombs of our past, 
and invites us to receive his gift of overwhelming forgiveness; let us pray.
Hear us, O risen Christ.

That we may not fear the day of judgment, but entrust ourselves to the one who judges justly; let us pray.
Hear us, O risen Christ.

For all the faithful departed, who now behold the Lord Jesus in his risen glory; let us pray.
Hear us, O risen Christ.

Let us continue our prayers in the Name of the One in whom we sing the triumphant strain, “Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.”  
Let us pray for our own needs and those of others, especially remembering those on our parish prayer list and those we 
name in our hearts.
(The congregation may add their own petitions either silently or aloud after the prayer list is read.)  

(The Celebrant may add a concluding Collect.) 
The Confession of Sin (Please kneel as able or be seated) 

Reader 		  Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. (Silence may be kept) 
People 	 Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we 

have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not 
loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus 
Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the 
glory of your Name.  Amen. 

The Absolution 
Celebrant 	 Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen 

you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life.  Amen. 
The Peace (Please stand as able) 
Celebrant 	 The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People 		  And also with you.

The Holy Communion 
Being seated, we begin with a time of offering, giving money as a sign that our life serves God’s purposes and showing our gratitude for 
God’s many blessings.

Your faithful tithes and offerings are much needed and can be sent to:
 The Episcopal Church of St. John the Baptist, PO Box 441, Milton, DE  19968 OR

Securely online through our website - https://www.stjohnthebaptistmilton.org/give.html

Offertory Sentence & Interlude 
Doxology (The offering is presented as the Doxology is sung. Please stand as able) 

Offertory Hymn                          	 Please see page 10	 		     	               #645 | “The King of Love My Shepherd Is”

WORDS: Isaac Watts (1674-1748).   Music: Louis Bourgeois, c. 1510–1561.

Praise         God,        from      whom         all             bless    -   ings        flow;

Praise    him,   all   crea -  tures    here    be  - low;   praise    him    a  -   bove,  ye

heaven  - ly      host:   praise      Fa    -  ther,    Son,     and         Ho  -    ly     Ghost.      A  -  men.

https://www.stjohnthebaptistmilton.org/give.html 
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The Great Thanksgiving 						             				           Eucharistic Prayer A 
Celebrant

Celebrant

Celebrant

People

People

People

The         Lord   be          with       you.        And          al   -  so    with    you.

Lift             up     your        hearts.            We    lift            them   to         the    Lord.

Let   us    give     thanks           to     the    Lord         our      God.

It     is     right           to    give    God   thanks      and     praise.

It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places offer thanks and praise to you, O Lord, holy 
Father, almighty and ever-living God.  But chiefly are we bound to praise you for the glorious resurrection of our Lord; 
for he is the true Passover Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin, who by his death has destroyed death, and by 
his rising has brought us to eternal life. 

And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection, with earth and sea and all their crea-
tures, and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
Sanctus: Holy, holy, holy Lord 							            				         Hymnal S129

The people may kneel as able, or be seated. The Celebrant continues. 

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself, and, when we had fallen into sin and become 
subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to 
live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all. 

He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole 
world.

At the following words concerning the bread, the Celebrant is to hold it, or to lay a hand upon it; and at the words concerning the 
cup, to hold or place a hand upon the cup and any other vessel containing wine to be consecrated.

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given 
thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do 
this for the remembrance of me.” 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all of 
you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever 
you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 
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Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died.
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 
The Celebrant continues. 
We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. Recalling his death, 
resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. 
Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the holy food and drink of 
new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in uni-
ty, constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom. 
All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all 
honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. Amen. 
Celebrant 	 And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to pray, 
People 	 Our Father, who art in heaven, 
		  hallowed be thy Name, 
		  thy kingdom come, 
		  thy will be done, 
		    on earth as it is in heaven. 
	 Give us this day our daily bread.
	 And forgive us our trespasses, 
The Breaking of the Bread 
Celebrant 	 Alleluia! Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
People 	 Therefore let us keep the feast.  Alleluia! 

Distribution Anthem (Previously recorded) - “Shepherd Me, O God” by Marty Haugen
Vocalist:  Rebecca Frankum & Robert Freeman  Accompanist:  Scott Kresge

Post Communion Prayer (Please kneel or be seated) 
Celebrant 	 Let us pray. 
People 	      Almighty God, Father of all mercies, we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks for all your 

goodness and loving kindness to us and to all whom you have made.
	      We bless you for our creation, preservation, and all the blessings of this life; but above all for your immea-

surable love in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ; for the means of grace, and for the hope 
of glory.

	      And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your presence, that as we lament our separation from one 
another during this time of disease, we may continually show forth your praise, not only with our lips, but 
in our lives, by giving up our selves to your service, and by walking before you in holiness and righteous-
ness all our days; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory 
throughout all ages. Amen.

Benediction 
“Toccata on Sicilian Mariners”       Mark A. Radice 
Recessional Hymn (Please stand as able) 		  Please see page 11	         #708 | “Savior, Like A Shepherd Lead Us”
The Dismissal 
Celebrant 	 Let us go forth in the Name of Christ.
People 		  Thanks be to God.  Alleluia! Alleluia!
Postlude  -    “Voluntary VIII”       John Stanley

The Rev. Thomas M. White, Rector
J. Edwin Stout, Acolyte
Scott Kresge, Organist/Videographer 
Robert Freeman, Cantor/Soloist

		  as we forgive those 
		    who trespass against us. 
	 And lead us not into temptation, 
		  but deliver us from evil.
	 For thine is the kingdom, 
		  and the power, and the glory, 
		  for ever and ever. Amen.
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Processional Hymn					                  “Shepherd of Souls, Refresh and Bless”
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Sequence Hymn					                            “All People That On Earth Do Dwell”
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Offertory Hymn				     	                           “The King of Love My Shepherd Is”
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Recessional Hymn							              “Savior, Like A Shepherd Lead Us”
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