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St. John the BaptistOF
“Where All Are Welcome . . . No Exceptions!”

Processional Hymn (Please stand as able)         Please see page 8                    #214 | “Hail the Day That Sees Him Rise” 
Children’s Chat - Robert Freeman
Celebrant  Alleluia!  Christ is risen!
People   The Lord is risen indeed!  Alleluia!
Celebrant  Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the 

thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthi-
ly magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

Canticle of Praise: This Is the Feast            

Seventh Sunday of  Easter
May 24, 2020

The Holy Eucharist 
The Word of God

Prelude                                                 
     Improvisation on “St. Magnus”               Jeremiah Clarke
     Prelude on “Llanfair”                                R. S. Groves
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The Collect of the Day            
Celebrant  The Lord be with you.
People   And also with you.
Celebrant  Let us pray.
The Celebrant prays the Collect
O God, the King of glory, you have exalted your only Son Jesus Christ with great triumph to your kingdom in heaven: Do 
not leave us comfortless, but send us your Holy Spirit to strengthen us, and exalt us to that place where our Savior Christ has 
gone before; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, in glory everlasting. 
People Amen.
 
First Reading (Please be seated)                                 
Reader   A Reading from The Acts of The Apostles:

Introduction to the First Reading 
On this Sunday after the ascension of Jesus, these verses tell of the risen Lord’s conversation with his disciples, on the eve of his 
ascension, in which he promises that they will receive the power of the Holy Spirit.

Acts 1:6-14
When the apostles had come together, they asked Jesus, “Lord, is this the time when you will restore the kingdom to Israel?” 
He replied, “It is not for you to know the times or periods that the Father has set by his own authority. But you will receive 
power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and 
to the ends of the earth.” When he had said this, as they were watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their 
sight. While he was going and they were gazing up toward heaven, suddenly two men in white robes stood by them. They 
said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking up toward heaven? This Jesus, who has been taken up from you into heaven, 
will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.”

Then they returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which is near Jerusalem, a sabbath day’s journey away. When 
they had entered the city, they went to the room upstairs where they were staying, Peter, and John, and James, and Andrew, 
Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew, James son of Alphaeus, and Simon the Zealot, and Judas son of James. All 
these were constantly devoting themselves to prayer, together with certain women, including Mary the mother of Jesus, as 
well as his brothers.”
Reader  The Word of the Lord.
People   Thanks be to God.
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Second Reading       
Reader   A Reading from the First Letter of Peter:

Introduction to the Second Reading 
In this reading we learn that when Christians suffer for their faith, they are to know they are sharing in Christ’s suffering.  We 
are to trust in the power of God’s grace to strengthen and guide us.
1 Peter 4:12-14; 5:6-11
Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal that is taking place among you to test you, as though something strange 
were happening to you. But rejoice insofar as you are sharing Christ’s sufferings, so that you may also be glad and shout 
for joy when his glory is revealed. If you are reviled for the name of Christ, you are blessed, because the spirit of glory, 
which is the Spirit of God, is resting on you.
Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty hand of God, so that he may exalt you in due time. Cast all your anxiety 
on him, because he cares for you. Discipline yourselves, keep alert. Like a roaring lion your adversary the devil prowls 
around, looking for someone to devour. Resist him, steadfast in your faith, for you know that your brothers and sisters 
in all the world are undergoing the same kinds of suffering. And after you have suffered for a little while, the God of all 
grace, who has called you to his eternal glory in Christ, will himself restore, support, strengthen, and establish you. To 
him be the power forever and ever. Amen.
Reader  The Word of the Lord.
People   Thanks be to God.
Sequence Hymn (Please stand as able) - Please see page 9              #494 | “Crown Him With Many Crowns”
Celebrant  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John:
People   Glory to you, Lord Christ.

The Holy Gospel (The Gospel is carried into the congregation so that we remember it is our Good News to hear and to share.) 
John 17:1-11
Jesus looked up to heaven and said, “Father, the hour has come; glorify your Son so that the Son may glorify you, since you 
have given him authority over all people, to give eternal life to all whom you have given him. And this is eternal life, that 
they may know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom you have sent. I glorified you on earth by finishing the work 

Psalm 68 Melody Line

                        
es to the Lord.,praisearth; singdoms of theO Kingto God,Sing

 Psalm 68: 1-10, 33-36

Let God arise, and let his enemies be scattered;
let those who hate him flee before him.

Let them vanish like smoke when the wind drives it away;
as the wax melts at the fire, so let the wicked perish at
                      the presence of God.

But let the righteous be glad and rejoice before God;
let them also be merry and joyful. [ANT.]

Sing to God, sing praises to his Name;
exalt him who rides upon the heavens;

Yahweh is his Name, rejoice before him!
Father of orphans, defender of widows,

God in his holy habitation!
God gives the solitary a home and brings forth prisoners
                             into freedom;

but the rebels shall live in dry places. [ANT.]

O God, when you went forth before your people,
when you marched through the wilderness,

The earth shook, and the skies poured down rain,
at the presence of God, the God of Sinai,

at the presence of God, the God of Israel. [ANT.]

You sent a gracious rain, O God, upon your inheritance;
you refreshed the land when it was weary.

Your people found their home in it;
in your goodness, O God, you have made provision
for the poor.. [ANT.]

He rides in the heavens, the ancient heavens; 
 he sends forth his voice, his mighty voice.
Ascribe power to God; 
 his majesty is over Israel; his strength is in the skies.
How wonderful is God in his holy places! 
 the God of Israel giving strength and power to his 
 people!  Blessed be God! [ANT.]

From A Hymn Tune Psalter, Revised Common Lectionary Edition© 2007 by Carl P. Daw, Jr.
and Kevin R. Hackett. Church Publishing Incorporated.

All rights reserved Used by permission. 

Psalm of the Day
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that you gave me to do. So now, Father, glorify me in your own presence with the glory that I had in your presence before the 
world existed.
”I have made your name known to those whom you gave me from the world. They were yours, and you gave them to me, and 
they have kept your word. Now they know that everything you have given me is from you; for the words that you gave to 
me I have given to them, and they have received them and know in truth that I came from you; and they have believed that 
you sent me. I am asking on their behalf; I am not asking on behalf of the world, but on behalf of those whom you gave me, 
because they are yours. All mine are yours, and yours are mine; and I have been glorified in them. And now I am no longer 
in the world, but they are in the world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, protect them in your name that you have given 
me, so that they may be one, as we are one.”
Celebrant  The Gospel of the Lord.
People   Praise to you, Lord Christ.

THE SERMON
The Nicene Creed (Please stand as able) 
We believe in one God, 
 the Father, the Almighty, 
 maker of heaven and earth, 
 of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
 the only Son of God, 
 eternally begotten of the Father, 
 God from God, Light from Light, 
 true God from true God, 
 begotten, not made, 
 of one Being with the Father. 
 Through him all things were made. 
 For us and for our salvation 
  he came down from heaven: 
 by the power of the Holy Spirit 
  he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
  and was made man. 
 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
  he suffered death and was buried. 
  On the third day he rose again 
        in accordance with the Scriptures; 
  he ascended into heaven 
        and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
  and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
 who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
 With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
 He has spoken through the Prophets. 
 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
 We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
  and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 
The Prayers of the People The Leader and People pray responsively.
Let us offer our prayers in the Name of Jesus, who dwelt among us, died and rose again for our salvation, and ascended into the 
heavenly realm.
That we may place our lives in the sacred heart of Jesus, who claims us as his own, and reveals his glory through our lives; let us 
pray.
Hear us, O risen Christ.
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That our hands may feed the poor and tend the sick, that we may create a church where all are welcomed and where visitors are 
seen as blessings, and that we may ascend beyond earthly hesitations to grasp the divine inspiration that is implanted within us; let 
us pray.
Hear us, O risen Christ.
For those who fear the discovery of secret sins and the private guilt that has many names, that they may have confidence in the 
priestly gift of reconciliation, the courage to admit their shortcomings, and the greater courage to accept God’s tender forgiveness; 
let us pray.
Hear us, O risen Christ.
For an end to violence and abuse, and to all things that harm God’s creation and rob humanity of its inherent dignity; let us pray.
Hear us, O risen Christ.
That our nation’s President, members of Congress, and those who site on the Supreme Court may take seriously the authority 
invested in them, leaving partisanship behind, and exercising leadership that best responds to the people of our nation and world; 
let us pray.
Hear us, O risen Christ.
For those who have died, and whom we commend to eternal life, remembering especially Barney, Isabel,  Fr. Rusty, and Shirley;   
let us pray.
Hear us, O risen Christ.
In thanksgiving for our families and friends, and for the communion of saints, we continue our prayers.  Let us pray for our own 
needs and those of others, especially remembering those on our parish prayer list and those we name in our hearts.
(The congregation may add their own petitions either silently or aloud after the prayer list is read.)  

(The Celebrant may add a concluding Collect.) 
The Confession of Sin (Please kneel as able or be seated) 
Reader   Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. (Silence may be kept) 

People  Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we 
have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not 
loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus 
Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the 
glory of your Name.  Amen. 

The Absolution 
Celebrant  Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all 

goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life.  Amen. 
The Peace (Please stand as able) 
Celebrant  The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People   And also with you.

The Holy Communion 
Being seated, we begin with a time of offering, giving money as a sign that our life serves God’s purposes and showing our gratitude for 
God’s many blessings.

Your faithful tithes and offerings are much needed and can be sent to:
 The Episcopal Church of St. John the Baptist, PO Box 441, Milton, DE  19968 OR

Securely online through our website - https://www.stjohnthebaptistmilton.org/give.html

Offertory Sentence & Interlude 
Doxology (The offering is presented as the Doxology is sung.  
                      Please stand as able) 

Offertory Hymn                           Please see pages 10-11            #460 | “Alleluia! Sing To Jesus”
WORDS: Isaac Watts (1674-1748).   Music: Louis Bourgeois, c. 1510–1561.

Praise         God,        from      whom         all             bless    -   ings        flow;

Praise    him,   all   crea -  tures    here    be  - low;   praise    him    a  -   bove,  ye

heaven  - ly      host:   praise      Fa    -  ther,    Son,     and         Ho  -    ly     Ghost.      A  -  men.

https://www.stjohnthebaptistmilton.org/give.html 
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The Great Thanksgiving                         Eucharistic Prayer A 
Celebrant

Celebrant

Celebrant

People

People

People

The         Lord   be          with       you.        And          al   -  so    with    you.

Lift             up     your        hearts.            We    lift            them   to         the    Lord.

Let   us    give     thanks           to     the    Lord         our      God.

It     is     right           to    give    God   thanks      and     praise.

It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places offer thanks and praise to you, O Lord, holy 
Father, almighty and ever-living God.  But chiefly are we bound to praise you for the glorious resurrection of our Lord; 
for he is the true Passover Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin, who by his death has destroyed death, and by 
his rising has brought us to eternal life. 

And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection, with earth and sea and all their crea-
tures, and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
Sanctus: Holy, holy, holy Lord                      Hymnal S129

The people may kneel as able, or be seated. The Celebrant continues. 

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself, and, when we had fallen into sin and become 
subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to 
live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all. 

He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole 
world.

At the following words concerning the bread, the Celebrant is to hold it, or to lay a hand upon it; and at the words concerning the 
cup, to hold or place a hand upon the cup and any other vessel containing wine to be consecrated.

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given 
thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do 
this for the remembrance of me.” 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all of 
you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever 
you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 
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Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died.
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 
The Celebrant continues. 
We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. Recalling his death, 
resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. 
Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the holy food and drink of new 
and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constan-
cy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom. 
All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor 
and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. Amen. 
Celebrant  And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to pray, 
People  Our Father, who art in heaven, 
  hallowed be thy Name, 
  thy kingdom come, 
  thy will be done, 
    on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread.
 And forgive us our trespasses,  
The Breaking of the Bread 
Celebrant  Alleluia! Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
People  Therefore let us keep the feast.  Alleluia! 
Distribution Music -         Voluntary on “Come, Ye Faithful, Raise the Strain” by Sheridan Seyfried

     Video Performance: Can be seen here     Celtic to Classical:  Can be visited here
Post Communion Prayer (Please kneel or be seated) 
Celebrant  Let us pray. 
People       Almighty God, Father of all mercies, we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks for all your good-

ness and loving kindness to us and to all whom you have made.
      We bless you for our creation, preservation, and all the blessings of this life; but above all for your immeasur-

able love in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ; for the means of grace, and for the hope of 
glory.

      And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your presence, that as we lament our separation from one another 
during this time of disease, we may continually show forth your praise, not only with our lips, but in our lives, by 
giving up our selves to your service, and by walking before you in holiness and righteousness all our days; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen.

Benediction 

Recessional Hymn (Please stand as able)   Please see pages 12-13       #450 | “All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name!”
The Dismissal 
Celebrant  Let us go forth in the Name of Christ.
People   Thanks be to God.  Alleluia! Alleluia!
Postlude      “Trumpet Tune”       Antonio Vivaldi

The Episcopal Church of St. John the Baptist subscribes to an all copyright release covering all content in this bulletin 
from One License with license No. A-727355.

The Rev. Thomas M. White, Rector
J. Edwin Stout, Acolyte
Scott Kresge, Organist/Videographer 
Robert Freeman, Cantor/Soloist

  as we forgive those 
    who trespass against us. 
 And lead us not into temptation, 
  but deliver us from evil.
 For thine is the kingdom, 
  and the power, and the glory, 
  for ever and ever. Amen.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D1M0Izl0oN4
http://www.celtictoclassical.com/
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Processional Hymn                       “Hail the Day That Sees Him Rise”
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Sequence Hymn               “Crown Him With Many Crowns”
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Offertory Hymn                          “Alleluia! Sing To Jesus!”
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Recessional Hymn             “All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name!”
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