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Easter Sunday
April 5, 2026

The Holy Eucharist 
The Word of God

Prelude	
	
The Unfurling of the “Alleluia!” Banner

The Blessing and Lighting of the Easter Candle

St. John the BaptistOF
“Where All Are Welcome . . . No Exceptions!”

Opening Hymn (Please stand as able) 	        Please see page 8	           	                 #207 | “Jesus Christ is Risen Today” 
Celebrant 	 Alleluia!  Christ is risen!
People 		  The Lord is risen indeed!  Alleluia!
Celebrant 	 Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the 

thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthi-
ly magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

Canticle of Praise: This Is the Feast 					           

Canticle of Praise
This is the Feast
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The Collect of the Day			   					         
Celebrant 	 The Lord be with you.
People 		  And also with you.
Celebrant 	 Let us pray.
The Celebrant prays the Collect
O God, who for our redemption gave your only-begotten Son to the death of the cross, and by his glorious resurrection 
delivered us from the power of our enemy: Grant us so to die daily to sin, that we may evermore live with him in the 
joy of his resurrection; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and for ever.
People	 Amen.
 
First Reading (Please be seated) 					             	                   
Reader	  	 A Reading from Acts:

Introduction to the First Reading 
Peter crosses the immense religious and social divide that separates Jews from Gentiles by proclaiming the good news of Christ’s life, death, 
and resurrection. This good news is for all people.
Acts 10:34-43
Peter began to speak to Cornelius and the other Gentiles: “I truly understand that God shows no partiality, but in every 
nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him. You know the message he sent to the people 
of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ--he is Lord of all. That message spread throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee 
after the baptism that John announced: how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; how 
he went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. We are witnesses to 
all that he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him on a tree; but God raised him on 
the third day and allowed him to appear, not to all the people but to us who were chosen by God as witnesses, and who 
ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead. He commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he 
is the one ordained by God as judge of the living and the dead. All the prophets testify about him that everyone who 
believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name.”
Reader		  The Word of the Lord.
People 		  Thanks be to God.

Canticle of Praise
This is the Feast
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Second Reading  								            
Reader	  	 A Reading from Colossians:
Colossians 3:1-4
If you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. Set your 
minds on things that are above, not on things that are on earth, for you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. 
When Christ who is your life is revealed, then you also will be revealed with him in glory.

Reader		  The Word of the Lord.
People 		  Thanks be to God.
Sequence Hymn (Please stand as able) - Please see page 9	  		     #199 | “Come, Ye Faithful, Raise the Strain”
Celebrant 	 The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to St. John:
People 		  Glory to you, Lord Christ.
The Holy Gospel (The Gospel is carried into the congregation so that we remember it is our Good News to hear and to share.)	
John 20:1-18
Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene came to the tomb and saw that the stone had been 
removed from the tomb. So she ran and went to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one whom Jesus loved, and said to them, 
“They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not know where they have laid him.” Then Peter and the other disciple set 
out and went toward the tomb. The two were running together, but the other disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb first. He 
bent down to look in and saw the linen wrappings lying there, but he did not go in. Then Simon Peter came, following him, and 
went into the tomb. He saw the linen wrappings lying there, and the cloth that had been on Jesus’ head, not lying with the linen 
wrappings but rolled up in a place by itself. Then the other disciple, who reached the tomb first, also went in, and he saw and be-
lieved; for as yet they did not understand the scripture, that he must rise from the dead. Then the disciples returned to their homes.
But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. As she wept, she bent over to look into the tomb; and she saw two angels in white, 
sitting where the body of Jesus had been lying, one at the head and the other at the feet. They said to her, “Woman, why are you 
weeping?” She said to them, “They have taken away my Lord, and I do not know where they have laid him.” When she had said 
this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not know that it was Jesus. Jesus said to her, “Woman, why are 
you weeping? Whom are you looking for?” Supposing him to be the gardener, she said to him, “Sir, if you have carried him away, 
tell me where you have laid him, and I will take him away.” Jesus said to her, “Mary!” She turned and said to him in Hebrew, “Rab-
bouni!” (which means Teacher). Jesus said to her, “Do not hold on to me, because I have not yet ascended to the Father. But go to 
my brothers and say to them, ‘I am ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God and your God.’” Mary Magdalene went 
and announced to the disciples, “I have seen the Lord”; and she told them that he had said these things to her.

Celebrant 	 The Gospel of the Lord.
People 		  Praise to you, Lord Christ.

Psalm 118 Melody Line

         
it.ingladand bejoicewill reweed;acthasLordthedayOn this

Psalm 118:1-2,14-24

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good;
his mercy endures for ever.

Let Israel now proclaim,
“His mercy endures for ever.”	 [ANT.]

The Lord is my strength and my song, 
and he has become my salvation.

There is a sound of exultation and victory 
in the tents of the righteous:

“The right hand of the Lord has triumphed!
	 the right hand of the Lord is exalted! 

the right hand of the Lord has triumphed!” 	 [ANT.]

I shall not die, but live,
	 and declare the works of the Lord.
The Lord has punished  me sorely,

but he did not hand me over to death.	 [ANT.]

Open for me the gates of righteousness;
I will enter them; 
I will offer thanks to the Lord.

“This is the gate of the Lord; 
he who is righteous may enter.”

I will give thanks to you, for you answered me
and have become my salvation.	      [ANT.]

The same stone which the builders rejected 
	 has become the chief cornerstone.
This is the Lord’s doing, 
	 and it is marvelous in our eyes.
On this day the Lord has acted;
	 we will rejoice and be glad in it.                              [ANT.]

Psalm of the Day



4

THE SERMON
The Nicene Creed (Please stand as able) 
We believe in one God, 
	 the Father, the Almighty, 
	 maker of heaven and earth, 
	 of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
	 the only Son of God, 
	 eternally begotten of the Father, 
	 God from God, Light from Light, 
	 true God from true God, 
	 begotten, not made, 
	 of one Being with the Father. 
	 Through him all things were made. 
	 For us and for our salvation 
		  he came down from heaven: 
	 by the power of the Holy Spirit 
		  he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
		  and was made man. 
	 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
		  he suffered death and was buried. 
		  On the third day he rose again 
			       in accordance with the Scriptures; 
		  he ascended into heaven 
			       and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
	 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
		  and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
	 who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
	 With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
	 He has spoken through the Prophets. 
	 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
	 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
	 We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
		  and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 

The Prayers of the People 
The Leader and People pray responsively.
United in the hope and joy of the resurrection, let us pray for the church, the world, and all in need.
God of love, we rejoice with angels, and all the host of heaven, as we celebrate the Resurrection of your Son. Bless today’s joyful 
celebration and turn our hearts to you with new delight and commitment.
We praise you, Almighty God. Alleluia! Amen!
God of mercy, bring your church to new life. Awaken in us a faithfulness that manifests itself in joy, in dedication to work of rec-
onciliation in the world, in care for your creation, in awe of your glory.
We praise you, Almighty God. Alleluia! Amen!
God of wholeness, bring those who suffer to new life. We pray for those who bear the burden of pain and anxiety, whose relation-
ships are shattered, whose lives are full of despair. Lead us to find ways to be present with them and reflect your love for them.
We praise you, Almighty God. Alleluia! Amen!
God of light, bring those in authority to new life in the ways they lead their nations. Show them the path of integrity and truth 
that their people may live in peace, that all may have plenty.
We praise you, Almighty God. Alleluia! Amen!
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God of eternity, we give thanks for those who have gone before us and have entered into new and everlasting life in your presence.
We praise you, Almighty God. Alleluia! Amen!
Let us pray for our own needs and those of others, especially remembering those on our parish prayer list and those we name in 
our hearts.
(The congregation may add their own petitions either silently or aloud after the prayer list is read.)  

Rejoicing in the victory of Christ’s resurrection, we lift our prayers and praise to you, almighty and eternal God; through Jesus 
Christ, our risen Lord. Amen.

(The Celebrant may add a concluding Collect.) 
The Confession of Sin (Please kneel as able or be seated) 
Reader 		  Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. (Silence may be kept) 
People 	 Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, 

and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and for-
give us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name.  Amen. 

The Absolution 
Celebrant 	 Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all 

goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life.  Amen. 
The Peace (Please stand as able) 
Celebrant 	 The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People 		  And also with you.

The Holy Communion 
Being seated, we begin with a time of offering, giving money as a sign that our life serves God’s purposes and showing our gratitude for 
God’s many blessings.

Your faithful tithes and offerings are much needed and can be sent to:
 The Episcopal Church of St. John the Baptist, PO Box 441, Milton, DE  19968 OR

Securely online through our website - https://www.stjohnthebaptistmilton.org/give.html

Offertory Sentence 
Doxology (The offering is presented as the Doxology is sung.  
                      Please stand as able) 

Offertory Hymn                          	 Please see page 10	 			                 #174 | “At the Lamb’s High Feast We Sing”

WORDS: Isaac Watts (1674-1748).   Music: Louis Bourgeois, c. 1510–1561.

Praise         God,        from      whom         all             bless    -   ings        flow;

Praise    him,   all   crea -  tures    here    be  - low;   praise    him    a  -   bove,  ye

heaven  - ly      host:   praise      Fa    -  ther,    Son,     and         Ho  -    ly     Ghost.      A  -  men.

The Great Thanksgiving 						             				           Eucharistic Prayer D 

It is truly right to glorify you, Father, and to give you thanks; for you alone are God, living and true, dwelling in light inacces-
sible from before time and for ever. Fountain of life and source of all goodness, you made all things and fill them with your 
blessing; you created them to rejoice in the splendor of your radiance. Countless throngs of angels stand before you to serve 
you night and day; and, beholding the glory of your presence, they offer you unceasing praise. Joining with them, and giving 
voice to every creature under heaven, we acclaim you, and glorify your Name, as we sing,

Celebrant 	 The Lord be with you.
People 		  And also with you.
Celebrant 	 Lift up your hearts.
People 		  We lift them to the Lord.
Celebrant 	 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People 		  It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
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Sanctus: Holy, holy, holy Lord 							            				         Hymnal S129

The people may kneel as able, or be seated. The Celebrant continues. 
We acclaim you, holy Lord, glorious in power. Your mighty works reveal your wisdom and love. You formed us in your own image, 
giving the whole world into our care, so that, in obedience to you, our Creator, we might rule and serve all your creatures. When 
our disobedience took us far from you, you did not abandon us to the power of death. In your mercy you came to our help, so that 
in seeking you we might find you. Again and again you called us into covenant with you, and through the prophets you taught us 
to hope for salvation.
Father, you loved the world so much that in the fullness of time you sent your only Son to be our Savior. Incarnate by the Holy 
Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, he lived as one of us, yet without sin. To the poor he proclaimed the good news of salvation; to 
prisoners, freedom; to the sorrowful, joy. To fulfill your purpose he gave himself up to death; and, rising from the grave, destroyed 
death, and made the whole creation new.
And, that we might live no longer for ourselves, but for him who died and rose for us, he sent the Holy Spirit, his own first gift for 
those who believe, to complete his work in the world, and to bring to fulfillment the sanctification of all.
At the following words concerning the bread, the Celebrant is to hold it, or lay a hand upon it, and at the words concerning the 
cup, to hold or place a hand upon the cup and any other vessel containing wine to be consecrated.
When the hour had come for him to be glorified by you, his heavenly Father, having loved his own who were in the world, he 
loved them to the end; at supper with them he took bread, and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his 
disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is 
my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for 
the remembrance of me.” 
Father, we now celebrate this memorial of our redemption. Recalling Christ’s death and his descent among the dead, proclaiming 
his resurrection and ascension to your right hand, awaiting his coming in glory; and offering to you, from the gifts you have given 
us, this bread and this cup, we praise
you and we bless you.
Celebrant and People
We praise you, we bless you,
we give thanks to you,
and we pray to you, Lord our God.
The Celebrant continues
Lord, we pray that in your goodness and mercy your Holy Spirit may descend upon us, and upon these gifts, sanctifying them and 
showing them to be holy gifts for your holy people, the bread of life and the cup of salvation, the Body and Blood of your Son 
Jesus Christ.
Grant that all who share this bread and cup may become one body and one spirit, a living sacrifice in Christ, to the praise of your 
Name.
Remember, Lord, your one holy catholic and apostolic Church, redeemed by the blood of your Christ. Reveal its unity, guard its 
faith, and preserve it in peace.
And grant that we may find our inheritance with [the Blessed Virgin Mary, with patriarchs, prophets, apostles, and martyrs, (with          )   
and] all the saints who have found favor with you in ages past. We praise you in union with them and give you glory through your Son 
Jesus Christ our Lord.

Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, all honor and glory are yours, Almighty God and Father, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
for ever and ever. Amen. 
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Celebrant 	 And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to pray, 
People 	 Our Father, who art in heaven, 
		  hallowed be thy Name, 
		  thy kingdom come, 
		  thy will be done, 
		    on earth as it is in heaven. 
	 Give us this day our daily bread.
	

The Breaking of the Bread 
Fraction Anthem: Christ our Passover 							           	        			        S155

Celebrant 	 The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed on him in 
		  your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.
Post Communion Prayer (Please kneel or be seated)
Celebrant 	 Let us pray. 
People 	 We give you thanks, generous God,
	 for in this bread and cup 
	 we have tasted the new heaven and earth
	 where hunger and thirst are no more. 
	 Send us from this table as witnesses to the resurrection,
	 that through our lives, all may know life in Jesus’ name. 
	  Amen.
(Please stand as able)
Benediction 

Closing Hymn (Please stand as able) 		  Please see page 11		            “Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds”	
The Dismissal 
Celebrant 	 Let us go forth in the Name of the Risen Christ.
People 		  Thanks be to God.  Alleluia! Alleluia!
Postlude            

	 And forgive us our trespasses, 
		  as we forgive those 
		    who trespass against us. 
	 And lead us not into temptation, 
		  but deliver us from evil.
	 For thine is the kingdom, 
		  and the power, and the glory, 
		  for ever and ever. Amen. 

The Episcopal Church of St. John the Baptist subscribes to an all copyright release covering all content in this bulletin 
from One License with license No. A-727355.

The Rev. Terrence O'Connor, Jr., Priest-in-Charge
Jerry Hudson, Eucharistic Minister
Jill Malloy, Acolyte	       
Richard Dougan, Lay Reader
Bel Gwiazdowski, Cantor
Bel Gwiazdowski, Usher
Bonnie Kuhn, Minister of Music
Scott Kresge, Minister of  Technology & Parish Administration
Elizabeth Scheer, Jim Mulholland, Susan Mattia, Deb Vranich, Technology Ministry
Jean Skocypec, Helen Hines, Gerri Reuter, & Celeste Babiarz, Altar Guild
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Opening Hymn								                “Jesus Christ is Risen Today”
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Sequence Hymn							            “Come, Ye Faithful, Raise the Strain”
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Offertory Hymn							              “At the Lamb’s High Feast We Sing”
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Recessional Hymn							      “Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds”
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Easter Flowers
Given to the Glory of God and . . .

In Loving Memory of 	 By
Bob	 Coleen Bennett
My Father Moultrie Patten	 Sarah Goforth
Our Son Scott Riggins	 The Rev. Harry & Kathy Hiltner
Our Family	 Ken & Florence Keith
Our Beloved Family	 Robert & Janeen Konnyu
Family and Friends	 Scott Kresge
Our Parents, Raymond & Joyce Hullings, and	 Susan Mattia & Jerry Pirrung	
    John & Josephine Pirrung
My Mother, Joanne, and All Deceased Loved Ones	 Fr. Terry O’Connor
Our Family and Friends	 Jean & Wayne Skocypec
Our Grandparents	 Lori Stewart
My Parents, James O. & Rosa Stout,	 James E. Stout
   Brother, Raymond Stout, and Friend, Paul D. Cole
Lost Family and Friends	 Karen Vanselous & Jim Mulholland
My Family and Friends	 Deacon Dottie Vuono
Our Heavenly Parents	 Deb Vranich & Tracy Howland

In Honor of 	 By
And in Thanksgiving for Family and Friends	 Diane Serex-Dougan & Rich Dougan
And in Thanksgiving for the Ongoing Recovery of	 Sally Fox & Christine VonGonten
    Son & Grandson, John and loving support of Our
    Wonderful Family and Friends
My Children and Grandchildren	 Bel Gwiazdowski
My Family	 Sharon Lamando


