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The Seventh Sunday of
Easter

May 16, 2021

The Holy Eucharist 
The Word of God

Prelude              Two Meditations on “Hail the Day”                     
                              Hymn Tune: Llanfair	                 Thomas Keesecker 

St. John the BaptistOF
“Where All Are Welcome . . . No Exceptions!”

Opening Hymn (Please stand as able) 	        Please see page 8	     	   			     #214 | “Hail the Day” 
Children’s Chat - Robert Freeman
Celebrant 	 Alleluia!  Christ is risen!
People 		  The Lord is risen indeed!  Alleluia!
Celebrant 	 Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the 

thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthi-
ly magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

Canticle of Praise: This Is the Feast 					           
Canticle of Praise

This is the Feast
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The Collect of the Day			   					         
Celebrant 	 The Lord be with you.
People 		  And also with you.
Celebrant 	 Let us pray.
The Celebrant prays the Collect
O God, the King of glory, you have exalted your only Son Jesus Christ with great triumph to your kingdom in heaven: 
Do not leave us comfortless, but send us your Holy Spirit to strengthen us, and exalt us to that place where our Savior 
Christ has gone before; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, in glory everlasting.
People	 Amen.
 

First Reading (Please be seated) 					             	                   
Reader	  	 A Reading from Acts:

Introduction to the First Reading 
In today's reading, the company of believers casts lots to choose from two candidates who will replace Judas as a member of the Twelve. 
Matthias was chosen to share in the Gospel ministry as an apostle of Christ.
Acts 1:15-17, 21-26
In those days Peter stood up among the believers (together the crowd numbered about one hundred twenty persons) 
and said, "Friends, the scripture had to be fulfilled, which the Holy Spirit through David foretold concerning Judas, who 
became a guide for those who arrested Jesus-- for he was numbered among us and was allotted his share in this min-
istry. So one of the men who have accompanied us during all the time that the Lord Jesus went in and out among us, 
beginning from the baptism of John until the day when he was taken up from us-- one of these must become a witness 
with us to his resurrection." So they proposed two, Joseph called Barsabbas, who was also known as Justus, and Matthi-
as. Then they prayed and said, "Lord, you know everyone's heart. Show us which one of these two you have chosen to 
take the place in this ministry and apostleship from which Judas turned aside to go to his own place." And they cast lots 
for them, and the lot fell on Matthias; and he was added to the eleven apostles.
Reader		  The Word of the Lord.
People 		  Thanks be to God.

Canticle of Praise
This is the Feast




 














































 
 




 








 


 


























 












































 










ia.lu

slainwaswho

leAlia.lule

LambtheforGod,

and

men.

ryglorand

theinjoin

ia.

his.are

lu

Aer.ev

orhon

for

anding

and

ry

le

glo

Al

Godofple

and

God.our

ing

Alreign.his

ourforrytovicof

gunbehas

feasttheisThis

Lambtheand

Blesstion:

God

acre

peothe

bless

forto ry

and

vic

all

or

of

hon

feast

tobe

allof

might

hymn

with

the

and

is

2. Sing

strength,

This

and

us

domwis

setblood

es andrich

whoseslain,

er and

waswho

ia.luleAlGod.ourfor

PowGod.

Lamb

ofple

theChrist,

peobeto

isthy

free

1. Wor

toryvicoffeasttheisThis

Final refrain

Refrain

Celebrant

All

























3

Second Reading - Elizabeth Scheer 								            
Reader	  	 A reading from the First Letter of John, the First Chapter:

Introduction to the Second Reading 
In this reading we hear that there is no greater testimony than the testimony of God. God’s testimony is that whoever has the Son 
has life eternal.
1 John 5:9-13
If we receive human testimony, the testimony of God is greater; for this is the testimony of God that he has testified to his Son. 
Those who believe in the Son of God have the testimony in their hearts. Those who do not believe in God have made him a liar by 
not believing in the testimony that God has given concerning his Son. And this is the testimony: God gave us eternal life, and this 
life is in his Son. Whoever has the Son has life; whoever does not have the Son of God does not have life. I write these things to 
you who believe in the name of the Son of God, so that you may know that you have eternal life.

Reader		  The Word of the Lord.
People 		  Thanks be to God.

Sequence Hymn (Please stand as able) - Please see page 9	  		                    #393 | “A Hymn of Glory Let Us Sing!”
Celebrant 	 The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to St. John:
People 		  Glory to you, Lord Christ.

The Holy Gospel (The Gospel is carried into the congregation so that we remember it is our Good News to hear and to share.)	
John 17:6-19
Jesus prayed for his disciples, “I have made your name known to those whom you gave me from the world. They were yours, and 
you gave them to me, and they have kept your word. Now they know that everything you have given me is from you; for the 
words that you gave to me I have given to them, and they have received them and know in truth that I came from you; and they 
have believed that you sent me. I am asking on their behalf; I am not asking on behalf of the world, but on behalf of those whom 
you gave me, because they are yours. All mine are yours, and yours are mine; and I have been glorified in them. And now I am 
no longer in the world, but they are in the world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, protect them in your name that you have 
given me, so that they may be one, as we are one. While I was with them, I protected them in your name that you have given me. 
I guarded them, and not one of them was lost except the one destined to be lost, so that the scripture might be fulfilled. But now I 
am coming to you, and I speak these things in the world so that they may have my joy made complete in themselves. I have given 
them your word, and the world has hated them because they do not belong to the world, just as I do not belong to the world. I am 

Psalm 1 Melody Line
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Happy are they who have not walked in the counsel 
of the wicked,   

nor lingered in the way of sinners,
nor sat in the seats of the scornful!

Their delight is in the law of the Lord  
	 and they meditate on his law day and night.	 [ANT.]

They are like trees planted by streams of water,
bearing fruit in due season, with leaves that do not wither;    

everything they do shall prosper.

It is not so with the wicked   
	 they are like chaff which the wind blows away.   [ANT.]

Therefore the wicked shall not stand upright when 
judgment comes,    

nor the sinner in the council of the righteous.
For the Lord knows the way of the righteous,    
	 but the way of the wicked is doomed.	    [ANT.]

From A Hymn Tune Psalter, Revised Common Lectionary Edition© 2007 by Carl P. Daw, Jr.
and Kevin R. Hackett. Church Publishing Incorporated.

All rights reserved Used by permission. 

Psalm of the Day
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not asking you to take them out of the world, but I ask you to protect them from the evil one. They do not belong to the world, just 
as I do not belong to the world. Sanctify them in the truth; your word is truth. As you have sent me into the world, so I have sent 
them into the world. And for their sakes I sanctify myself, so that they also may be sanctified in truth.”

Celebrant 	 The Gospel of the Lord.
People 		  Praise to you, Lord Christ.

THE SERMON

The Nicene Creed (Please stand as able) 

We believe in one God, 
	 the Father, the Almighty, 
	 maker of heaven and earth, 
	 of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
	 the only Son of God, 
	 eternally begotten of the Father, 
	 God from God, Light from Light, 
	 true God from true God, 
	 begotten, not made, 
	 of one Being with the Father. 
	 Through him all things were made. 
	 For us and for our salvation 
		  he came down from heaven: 
	 by the power of the Holy Spirit 
		  he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
		  and was made man. 
	 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
		  he suffered death and was buried. 
		  On the third day he rose again 
			       in accordance with the Scriptures; 
		  he ascended into heaven 
			       and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
	 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
		  and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
	 who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
	 With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
	 He has spoken through the Prophets. 
	 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
	 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
	 We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
		  and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 

The Prayers of the People 
The Leader and People pray responsively.
Alive in the risen Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit, we bring our prayers before God who promises to hear us and answer in 
steadfast love. 
Holy God, in Christ Jesus the joy of the church is made complete. Root the church in your Word and unify us as Christ’s body. 
Send us into the world as your loving people, ready to testify to your Spirit at work.  Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
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Mighty God, the world is your handiwork, displaying your creative impulse. Seas teem with life, forests reach up to praise you, and 
the mystery of life lies deep in the soil. Guard and keep this world for the well-being of all your creatures. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Gracious Sovereign, those who follow your ways are like trees planted near streams of water. Establish the leaders of nations and 
all in authority in your grace and truth. Strengthen them, so that the people they serve will have abundant life.  
Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Generous Savior, you befriend those who are sick, suffering, poor, lonely, outcast, or rejected. Grant healing and love to all in need. 
Give them tangible signs of your steadfast love. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Creator God, here in this community we share the gift of praying, learning, and supporting one another. Give us thankful hearts as 
we claim the gifts that are unique to us and keep us from being envious of others with different gifts. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Saving God, your wonderful promise is the gift of eternal life in Jesus. Through the witness of those who have died in you, 
strengthen us now in this gift of life. We cherish the memory of your saints. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Let us pray for our own needs and those of others, especially remembering those on our parish prayer list and those we name in 
our hearts.
(The congregation may add their own petitions either silently or aloud after the prayer list is read.)  
In the hope of new life in Christ, we raise our prayers to you, trusting in your never-ending goodness and mercy: through Jesus 
Christ our Lord.
Amen.
(The Celebrant may add a concluding Collect.) 
The Confession of Sin (Please kneel as able or be seated) 
Reader 		  Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. (Silence may be kept) 
People 	 Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, 

and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and for-
give us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name.  Amen. 

The Absolution 
Celebrant 	 Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all 

goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life.  Amen. 
The Peace (Please stand as able) 
Celebrant 	 The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People 		  And also with you.

The Holy Communion 
Being seated, we begin with a time of offering, giving money as a sign that our life serves God’s purposes and showing our gratitude for 
God’s many blessings.

Your faithful tithes and offerings are much needed and can be sent to:
 The Episcopal Church of St. John the Baptist, PO Box 441, Milton, DE  19968 OR

Securely online through our website - https://www.stjohnthebaptistmilton.org/give.html

Offertory Sentence & Interlude 
Doxology (The offering is presented as the Doxology is sung.  
                      Please stand as able) 

Offertory Hymn                          	  Please see page 10		     				              #838 | “Beautiful Savior"
WORDS: Isaac Watts (1674-1748).   Music: Louis Bourgeois, c. 1510–1561.

Praise         God,        from      whom         all             bless    -   ings        flow;

Praise    him,   all   crea -  tures    here    be  - low;   praise    him    a  -   bove,  ye

heaven  - ly      host:   praise      Fa    -  ther,    Son,     and         Ho  -    ly     Ghost.      A  -  men.
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The Great Thanksgiving 						             				           Eucharistic Prayer A 
Celebrant

Celebrant

Celebrant

People

People

People

The         Lord   be          with       you.        And          al   -  so    with    you.

Lift             up     your        hearts.            We    lift            them   to         the    Lord.

Let   us    give     thanks           to     the    Lord         our      God.

It     is     right           to    give    God   thanks      and     praise.
It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places offer thanks and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, almighty 
and ever-living God.  But chiefly are we bound to praise you for the glorious resurrection of our Lord; for he is the true Passover Lamb 
who gave himself to take away our sin, who by his death has destroyed death, and by his rising has brought us to eternal life. 
And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection, with earth and sea and all their creatures, and with 
angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
Sanctus: Holy, holy, holy Lord 							            				         Hymnal S129

The people may kneel as able, or be seated. The Celebrant continues. 
Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself, and, when we had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and 
death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to recon-
cile us to you, the God and Father of all. 
He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world.
At the following words concerning the bread, the Celebrant is to hold it, or to lay a hand upon it; and at the words concerning the cup, to hold or 
place a hand upon the cup and any other vessel containing wine to be consecrated.
On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my 
Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the re-
membrance of me.” 
Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died.
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 

The Celebrant continues. 
We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and 
ascension, we offer you these gifts. 
Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the holy food and drink of new and unending 
life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the 
last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom. 
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All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is 
yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. Amen. 
Celebrant 	 And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to pray, 
People 	 Our Father, who art in heaven, 
		  hallowed be thy Name, 
		  thy kingdom come, 
		  thy will be done, 
		    on earth as it is in heaven. 
	 Give us this day our daily bread.
	

The Breaking of the Bread 
Celebrant 	 Alleluia! Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
People 	 Therefore let us keep the feast.  Alleluia! 
A Prayer for Spiritual Communion
	      Lord Jesus, I believe that you are truly present in the Blessed Sacrament of the Altar.  I love you above all things 

and long for you in my soul.  Since I cannot now receive you sacramentally, come spiritually into my heart and my soul.  
As though you have already come, I embrace you and unite myself entirely to you; never permit me to be separated 
from you, my Lord and my God! Amen.

Distribution Anthem -  
                            “Hail Thee, Festival Day!” Words: Venantius Honorius Fortunatus & Music: Ralph Vaughan Williams   			
     			   Vocalist: Robert Freeman  Accompanist:  Scott Kresge
Post Communion Prayer (Please kneel or be seated)
Celebrant 	 Let us pray. 
People 	      Almighty God, Father of all mercies, we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks for all your goodness and 

loving kindness to us and to all whom you have made.
	      We bless you for our creation, preservation, and all the blessings of this life; but above all for your immeasurable love 

in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ; for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory.
	      And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your presence, that as we lament our separation from one another, we 

may continually show forth your praise, not only with our lips, but in our lives, by giving up our selves to your service, 
and by walking before you in holiness and righteousness all our days; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with 
you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen.

Benediction 
May Almighty God, who has redeemed us and made us his children through the resurrection of his Son our Lord, bestow upon 
you the riches of his blessing. Amen.
May God, who through the water of baptism has raised us from sin into newness of life, make you holy and worthy to be united 
with Christ for ever. Amen.
May God, who has brought us out of bondage to sin into true lasting freedom in the Redeemer, bring you to your eternal inheri-
tance. Amen.
And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you and remain with you for ever. Amen.

Closing Hymn (Please stand as able) 		  Please see page 11-12		        		   #460 | “Alleluia, Sing to Jesus!”	
The Dismissal 
Celebrant 	 Let us go forth in the Name of the Risen Christ.
People 		  Thanks be to God.  Alleluia! Alleluia!
Postlude          “5th Symphony - Toccata”       Charles-Marie Widor

	 And forgive us our trespasses, 
		  as we forgive those 
		    who trespass against us. 
	 And lead us not into temptation, 
		  but deliver us from evil.
	 For thine is the kingdom, 
		  and the power, and the glory, 
		  for ever and ever. Amen. 
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Opening Hymn						            	     			           “Hail the Day”
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Sequence Hymn							                   “A Hymn of Glory Let Us Sing!”
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Offertory Hymn		  		  						        “Beautiful Savior”
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Recessional Hymn							               		      “Alleluia, Sing to Jesus!”
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