THE EPiSC OPLZZ CHURCH ﬁ_
or St. John the Baptist

“Where All Are Welcome . . . No Exceptions!”

'The Baptism of Our Lord

January 11, 2026
'The Holy Eucharist
The Word of God
Prelude DS CAlY
Processional Hymn (Please stand as able) Please see page 8 #121 | “Christ, When for Us You Were Baptized”
Celebrant Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
People And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.
Celebrant Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the

thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthi-
ly magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Canticle of Praise: G/ory to God Hymnal §280
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The Collect of the Day
Celebrant 'The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.

Celebrant Let us pray.
The Celebrant prays the Collect

Father in heaven, who at the baptism of Jesus in the River Jordan proclaimed him your beloved Son and anointed him
with the Holy Spirit: Grant that all who are baptized into his Name may keep the covenant they have made, and boldly
confess him as Lord and Savior; who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God, in glory everlasting.

People Amen.

First Reading (Please be seated)
Reader A Reading from Isaiah:
Introduction to the First Reading
The prophet speaks of God's servant who is endowed with God's spirit in order to bring justice to the nations. God's old promises have been
Sulfilled; the servant'’s new assignment is to bring light to the nations, God's covenant extended to all.

Isaiah 42:1-9

Here is my servant, whom I uphold, my chosen, in whom my soul delights; I have put my spirit upon him; he will bring
forth justice to the nations. He will not cry or lift up his voice, or make it heard in the street; a bruised reed he will not
break, and a dimly burning wick he will not quench; he will faithfully bring forth justice. He will not grow faint or be
crushed until he has established justice in the earth; and the coastlands wait for his teaching.

Thus says God, the Lorp, who created the heavens and stretched them out, who spread out the earth and what comes
from it, who gives breath to the people upon it and spirit to those who walk in it: I am the Lorb, I have called you in
righteousness, I have taken you by the hand and kept you; I have given you as a covenant to the people, a light to the
nations, to open the eyes that are blind, to bring out the prisoners from the dungeon, from the prison those who sit in
darkness. I am the Lorp, that is my name; my glory I give to no other, nor my praise to idols. See, the former things
have come to pass, and new things I now declare; before they spring forth, I tell you of them.

Reader The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.



Psalm of the Day Psalm 29
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Ascribe to the Lorp, you gods, He makes Lebanon skip like a calf,
ascribe to the LorD glory and strength. and Mount Hermon like a young wild ox.
Ascribe to the Lorp the glory due his Name; The voice of the Lorp splits the flames of fire;
worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness. [ANT.] the voice of the LorD shakes the wilderness;
i ) the Lord shakes the wilderness of Kadesh. [ANT.]
The voice of the LORD is upon the waters;
the God of glory thunders; The voice of the LorD makes the oak trees writhe
the LORD is upon the mighty waters. and strips the forest bare.
The voice of the LorD is a powerful voice; And in the temple of the LorD
the voice of the LoRD is a voice of splendor. all are crying, “Glory!” [ANT]
The voice of the LOrRD breaks the cedar trees; The Lorb sits enthroned over the flood:
the LorD breaks the cedars of Lebanon; [ANT.] ; )
the LorbD sits enthroned as King for evermore.
The Lorbp shall give strength to his people;
The Lorb shall give his people the blessing of peace.
[ANT.]
Second Reading
Reader A Reading from Acts:

Introduction to the Second Reading
In this reading Peter proclaims the good news of God's inclusive forgiveness in Jesus' name to Cornelius, a Roman centurion. The
result of Peter’s preaching is that Cornelius and his family become the first Gentiles to be baptized in Christ's name.

Acts 10:34-43

Peter began to speak to them: “I truly understand that God shows no partiality, but in every nation anyone who fears
him and does what is right is acceptable to him. You know the message he sent to the people of Israel, preaching peace
by Jesus Christ-he is Lord of all. That message spread throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that
John announced: how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; how he went about doing
good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. We are witnesses to all that he did both in
Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him on a tree; but God raised him on the third day and al-
lowed him to appear, not to all the people but to us who were chosen by God as witnesses, and who ate and drank with
him after he rose from the dead. He commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the one ordained by
God as judge of the living and the dead. All the prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in him receives
forgiveness of sins through his name."

Reader The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.
Sequence Hymn (Please stand as able) - Please see page 9 #455 | “Crashing Waters at Creation”

Celebrant 'The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to St. Matthew:
People Glory to you, Lord Christ.

'The Holy Gospel (7he Gospel is carried into the congregation so that we remember it is our Good News to hear and to share.)

Matthew 3:13-17

Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan, to be baptized by him. John would have prevented him, saying, “I need to be
baptized by you, and do you come to me?” But Jesus answered him, “Let it be so now; for it is proper for us in this way to ful-
fill all righteousness.” Then he consented. And when Jesus had been baptized, just as he came up from the water, suddenly the
heavens were opened to him and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and alighting on him. And a voice from
heaven said, “This is my Son, the Beloved, with whom I am well pleased."

Celebrant 'The Gospel of the Lord.
People Praise to you, Lord Christ.



THE SERMON

The Renewal of Baptismal Vows (Please stand as able) BCP Page 292
Celebrant Do you reaffirm your renunciation of evil and renew your commitment to Jesus Christ?

People I do.

Celebrant Do you believe in God the Father?

People 1 believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

Celebrant Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?

People 1 believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit

and born of the Virgin Mary.

He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.

He descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again.

He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

Celebrant Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?
People 1 believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic Church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting.

Celebrant Will you continue in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, in the breaking of bread, and in the prayers?
People I will, with God help.

Celebrant Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever you fall into sin, repent and return to the Lord?
People I will, with Gods help.

Celebrant Will you proclaim by word and example the Good News of God in Christ?

People I will, with Gods help.

Celebrant Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your neighbor as yourself?

People I will, with God help.

Celebrant Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect the dignity of every human being?
People I will, with Gods help.

The Celebrant concludes the Renewal of Vows as follows

May Almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has given us a new birth by water and the Holy Spirit, and bestowed
upon us the forgiveness of sins, keep us in eternal life by his grace, in Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen.

The Prayers of the People 75 Leader and People pray responsively.

United with your saints across time and place, we pray for our shared world.

Holy One, your church rests on the faithful who came before us. Give bishops, priests, deacons, and lay leaders the will
to carry the church forward and discern your will for the future. Lord, in your mercy,
receive our prayer.

Holy One, the earth is yours and all that dwells within it. Care for places ravaged by natural disasters. Quell raging fires
and halt destruction caused by flooding. Lord, in your mercy,
receive our prayer.

Holy One, you raise up leaders to guide your people. Kindle in them a passion to care for others, a desire to seek the
common good, and the courage to love their enemies. Lord, in your mercy,
receive our prayer.

Holy One, you bless those who are poor, hungry, and reviled. Provide food, housing, and security to all who are vulnera-
ble or in crisis. May those who have more than enough give generously. Lord, in your mercy,
receive our prayer.
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Holy One, hold us in community with one another. Nurture a spirit of abundant hospitality and intentional inclusion
among us, welcoming the gifts of adults and children. Inspire creative visions for our life together. Lord, in your mercy,
receive our prayer.

Holy One, we thank you for all the blessings that flow from you to us, especially ones we now name aloud or in our hearts.
(A period of silence.)

Lord, in your mercy,

receive our prayer.

Holy One, we remember in thanksgiving all those who have died, and the loved ones departed we now name aloud or
in our hearts.

(A period of silence.)

Wipe away our tears and comfort us with the promise of everlasting life in you. Lord, in your mercy,

receive our prayer.

Let us pray for our own needs and those of others, especially remembering those on our parish prayer list and those we
name in our hearts.
(The congregation may add their own petitions either silently or aloud after the prayer list is read.)

Accept these prayers, gracious God, and those known only to you; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Amen.

(The Celebrant may add a concluding Collect.)
The Confession of Sin (Please kneel as able or be seated)

Celebrant Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. (Silence may be kept)

People Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have
done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our
neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have
mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name.

Amen.
'The Absolution
Celebrant Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all

goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.

The Peace (Please stand as able)
Celebrant 'The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People And also with you.

The Holy Communion

Being seated, we begin with a time of offering, giving money as a sign that our life serves God'’s purposes and showing our gratitude for
God's many blessings.
Your faithful tithes and offerings are much needed and can be sent to:

The Episcopal Church of St. John the Baptist, PO Box 441, Milton, DE 19968 OR
Securely online through our website - https.//www.stjohnthebaptistmilton.org/give.html

Offertory Sentence 04 , , =
Doxology (ke offering is presented as the Doxology is sung. ° . -
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WORDS: Isaac Watts (1674-1748). Music: Louis Bourgeois, c. 1510-1561.
Offertory Hymn Please see page 10 #516 | “Come Down, O Love Divine”



The Great Thanksgiving Eucharistic Prayer B

Celebrant 'The Lord be with you.

People And also with you.

Celebrant Lift up your hearts.

People We lift them to the Lord.

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People It is right to give God thanks and praise.

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.
Because in the mystery of the Word made flesh, you have caused a new light to shine in our hearts, to give the knowledge of your
glory in the face of your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and
with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:

Sanctus: Holy, holy, holy Lord Hymnal §129
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The people may kneel as able, or be seated. The Celebrant continues.

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us in creation; in the calling of Israel to
be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last
days you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have delivered
us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In him, you have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into righ-
teousness, out of death into life.

At the following words concerning the bread, the Celebrant is to hold it, or to lay a hand upon it; and at the words concerning the
cup, to hold or place a hand upon the cup and any other vessel containing wine to be consecrated.

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave

it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is
my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for
the remembrance of me.”

'Therefore, according to his command, O Father,
We remember his death,

We proclaim his resurrection,

We await his coming in glory;

The Celebrant continues.
And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to you, from your creation, this bread and
this wine.

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the Sacrament of the Body of Christ and
his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by
the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly country where,
with [ and] all your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ
our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and the author of our salvation.

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirgc all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever.

Amen.



Celebrant And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us,

People Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.

we are bold to pray,
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,

The Breaking of the Bread for ever and ever. Amen.
Celebrant Alleluia! Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
People Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia!

Post Communion Prayer (Please kneel or be seated)
Celebrant Let us pray.

People God our redeemer, you have fed us at this table

with gifts of grace, truth, and life.
As you have gathered us in joy,
send us forth as messengers of your peace.

Make us shine with the good news of your glory,
born to us in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Benediction (Please stand as able)

Recessional Hymn (Please stand as able) ~ Please see page 11
The Dismissal

Celebrant Go in peace.

Follow in the way of Jesus.
People Thanks be to God.
Postlude

Vs.1,2,3, &6 #448 | “O Love, How Deep”

The Episcopal Church of St. John the Baptist subscribes to an all copyright release covering all content in this bulletin
from One License with license No. A-727355.

The Rev. Terrence O'Connor, Jr., Priest-in-Charge
Jill Malloy, Eucharistic Minister

Elizabeth Scheer, Acolyte

Bel Gwiazdowski, Lay Reader

Elizabeth Scheer, Cantor

Jim Mulholland, Usher

Bonnie Kuhn, Minister of Music

Scott Kresge, Minister of Technology & Parish Administration

Elizabeth Scheer, Jim Mulholland, Susan Mattia, Technology Ministry
Jean Skocypec, Helen Hines, Gerri Reuter, & Celeste Babiarz, Altar Guild
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Processional Hymn “Christ, When For Us You Were Baptized”

121 Epiphany
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4 Bap - tize us withyour Spi-rit, Lord, your crosson us be signed,
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sent you his king-dom to pro-claim, his ho - ly will to do.
free - ly as Son of Man to serve and give your life for all.
that, like-wise i1n God’s ser - vice we may per - fect free - dom find.
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Words: F. Bland Tucker (1895-1984), rev.
Music: Caithness, melody from The Psalmes of David in Prose and Meeter, 1635;
harm. The English Hymnal, 1906 CM
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Sequence Hymn

m 455

“Crashing Waters at Creation”

Crashing Waters at Creation

Text: Sylvia G. Dunstan, 1955-1993
Music: attr. Christian F. Witt, 1660-1716; adapt. Henry J. Gauntlett, 1805-1876
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1 Crash-ing wa-ters at cre - a - tion, or-dered by the Spir - it’s breath,
2 Part - ing wa - ter stood and trem-bled as the cap-tives passed on through,
3 Cleans-ing wa - ter once at Jor-dan closed a-round the one fore-told,
4 Liv - ing wa - ter, nev-er end-ing, quench the thirst and flood the soul.
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Well-spring, source of  life e - ter - nal, drench our dry-ness, make us whole.
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Offertory Hymn “Come Down, O Love Divine”

516 The Holy Spirit
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1 Comedown, O Love di - vine, seek thou this soul of mine,

2 O let it free - ly burn, till earth -ly pas - sions turn

3 And so the yearn -ing strong, with whichthe soul will long,
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O Com-fort - er, draw near, with - in my heart ap - pear,
and let thy glo - rious light shine ev - er on my sight,
for none can guess its grace, till  Love cre - ate a place
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and clothe me round, the whilemy path il - lum - ing.
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Words: Bianco da Siena (d. 1434?); tr. Richard Frederick Littledale (1833-1890), alt.
Music: Down Ampney, Ralph Vaughan Williams (1872-1958) 66. 11. D

10



Recessional Hymn

448

Vs.1,2,3,&6

“O Love, How Deep”

Jesus Christ our Lord
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1 O love, how deep, how broad, how high, how pass - ing
2 For  us bap - tized, for us he  bore his ho - ly
3 For us he prayed; for us he taught; for us his
6 All glo - 1y to our Lord and God for love  so
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1 thought and fan - ta - sy, that God, the Son of
2 fast and hun - gered sore; for us temp - ta - tions
3 dai - Iy works  he wrought: by words and signs  and
6 deep, so high, so broad; the Trin - i - 'ty whom
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1 God, should take our mor - tal form for mor - tals’ sake.
2 sharp he knew; for us the tempt - er o - ver - threw.
3 ac - tioms, thus still seek - ing not him - self, but us.
6 we a - dore for ev - er and for ev - er - more.
Words: Latin, 15th cent.; tr. Benjamin Webb (1819-1885), alt.
iM

Music: Deus tuorum militum, from Antiphoner, 1753; adapt. The English Hymnal, 1906, alt.
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