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St. John the BaptistOF
“Where All Are Welcome . . . No Exceptions!”

Processional Hymn (Please stand as able)         Please see page 8                                    #498 | “Beneath the Cross of Jesus” 
Children’s Chat - Robert Freeman
Celebrant  Bless the Lord who forgives all our sins.
People   God’s mercy endures for ever.
The Decalogue (Please kneel or be seated)
The Celebrant and People pray responsively
Hear the commandments of God to God’s people:
I am the Lord your God who brought you out of bondage.
You shall have no other gods but me.
Amen. Lord have mercy.
You shall not make yourself any idol.
Amen. Lord have mercy.
You shall not invoke with malice the Name of the Lord your God.
Amen. Lord have mercy.
Remember the Sabbath day and keep it holy.
Amen. Lord have mercy.
Honor your father and your mother.
Amen. Lord have mercy.
You shall not commit murder.
Amen. Lord have mercy.
You shall not commit adultery.
Amen. Lord have mercy.
You shall not steal. 
Amen. Lord have mercy.
You shall not be a false witness.
Amen. Lord have mercy.
You shall not covet anything that belongs to your neighbor.
Amen. Lord have mercy.
The Celebrant may add the following sentence
Jesus said, “The first commandment is this: Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God is the only Lord.  Love the Lord your God with all 
your heart, with all your soul, with all your mind, and with all your strength.  The second is this: Love your neighbor as yourself.  
There is no other commandment greater than these.”  Mark 12:29-31
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The Word of God

Prelude             Voluntaries on "My Faith Looks Up to Thee"  & "Wondrous Love"                              
  Greg Bottomley
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The Confession of Sin (Please kneel as able or be seated) 
Celebrant  Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. (Silence may be kept) 

People  Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we 
have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not 
loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus 
Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the 
glory of your Name.  Amen. 

Celebrant  Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all 
goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life.  Amen. 

Lord, Have Mercy (Please stand as able)                                    Missa de Sancta Maria Magdalena

The Collect of the Day            
Celebrant  The Lord be with you.
People   And also with you.
Celebrant  Let us pray.
The Celebrant prays the Collect
Almighty God, you alone can bring into order the unruly wills and affections of sinners: Grant your people grace to love 
what you command and desire what you promise; that, among the swift and varied changes of the world, our hearts may 
surely there be fixed where true joys are to be found; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
People Amen.
 

First Reading (Please be seated)                                 
Reader   A Reading from Isaiah:

Introduction to the First Reading 
Here the prophet declares that long ago God performed mighty deeds by delivering Israel from Egyptian bondage through the 
waters of the sea. Now, God is about to do a new thing, bringing the exiles out of captivity in Babylon in a new Exodus.

Isaiah 43:16-21
Thus says the Lord,
 who makes a way in the sea,
 a path in the mighty waters,
who brings out chariot and horse,
 army and warrior;
they lie down, they cannot rise,
 they are extinguished, quenched like a wick:
Do not remember the former things,
 or consider the things of old.
I am about to do a new thing;
 now it springs forth, do you not perceive it?
I will make a way in the wilderness
 and rivers in the desert.
Reader  The Word of the Lord.
People   Thanks be to God.

I will make a way in the wilderness
 and rivers in the desert.
The wild animals will honor me,
 the jackals and the ostriches;
for I give water in the wilderness,
 rivers in the desert,
to give drink to my chosen people,
 the people whom I formed for myself
so that they might declare my praise.
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Second Reading       
Reader   A Reading from The Letter of Paul to the Philippians:

Introduction to the Second Reading 
What Paul once counted as assets---his Hebrew genealogy and strict observance of the law---he now counts as nothing. In 
Christ he has experienced a complete transformation of all his former values.
Philippians 3:4b-14
If anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh, I have more: circumcised on the eighth day, a member of the people of Israel, 
of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to righ-
teousness under the law, blameless.
Yet whatever gains I had, these I have come to regard as loss because of Christ. More than that, I regard everything as loss because 
of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things, and I regard them as 
rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but 
one that comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness from God based on faith. I want to know Christ and the power of his 
resurrection and the sharing of his sufferings by becoming like him in his death, if somehow I may attain the resurrection from the 
dead.
Not that I have already obtained this or have already reached the goal; but I press on to make it my own, because Christ Jesus has 
made me his own. Beloved, I do not consider that I have made it my own; but this one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and 
straining forward to what lies ahead, I press on toward the goal for the prize of the heavenly call of God in Christ Jesus.

Reader  The Word of the Lord.
People   Thanks be to God.
Sequence Hymn (Please stand as able) - Please see page 9                                     #691 | “My Faith Looks Up to Thee”      

Celebrant  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to St. John:
People   Glory to you, Lord Christ.
The Holy Gospel
John 12:1-8
Six days before the Passover Jesus came to Bethany, the home of Lazarus, whom he had raised from the dead. There they gave a 
dinner for him. Martha served, and Lazarus was one of those at the table with him. Mary took a pound of costly perfume made 
of pure nard, anointed Jesus' feet, and wiped them with her hair. The house was filled with the fragrance of the perfume. But Judas 
Iscariot, one of his disciples (the one who was about to betray him), said, "Why was this perfume not sold for three hundred de-
narii and the money given to the poor?" (He said this not because he cared about the poor, but because he was a thief; he kept the 
common purse and used to steal what was put into it.) Jesus said, "Leave her alone. She bought it so that she might keep it for the 
day of my burial. You always have the poor with you, but you do not always have me." 
Celebrant  The Gospel of the Lord.
People   Praise to you, Lord Christ.

Psalm 126

From A Hymn Tune Psalter, Revised Common Lectionary Edition© 2007 by Carl P. Daw, Jr.
and Kevin R. Hackett. Church Publishing Incorporated.

All rights reserved Used by permission. 

Psalm of the Day

Psalm 126 Melody Line

              
glad in deed.we areus, andthings fordone greatLord hasThe


When the Lord restored the fortunes of Zion,   
       then were we like those who dream.
Then was our mouth filled with laughter,     

and our tongue with shouts of joy. [ANT.]

Then they said among the nations,     
"The Lord has done great things for them."

Restore our fortunes, O Lord,   
like the watercourses of the Negev. [ANT.]

Those who sowed with tears       
will reap with songs of joy.

Those who go out weeping, carrying the seed,    
will come again with joy, 
shouldering their sheaves. [ANT.]
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THE SERMON
The Nicene Creed (Please stand as able) 

We believe in one God, 
 the Father, the Almighty, 
 maker of heaven and earth, 
 of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
 the only Son of God, 
 eternally begotten of the Father, 
 God from God, Light from Light, 
 true God from true God, 
 begotten, not made, 
 of one Being with the Father. 
 Through him all things were made. 
 For us and for our salvation 
  he came down from heaven: 
 by the power of the Holy Spirit 
  he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
  and was made man. 
 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
  he suffered death and was buried. 
  On the third day he rose again 
        in accordance with the Scriptures; 
  he ascended into heaven 
        and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
  and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
 who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
 With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
 He has spoken through the Prophets. 
 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
 We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
  and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 
Choir Anthem - “Bring Peace to Earth Again”  
Words: Herman G. Stuempfle Jr. & Music: Perry Nelson.
The Prayers of the People The Leader and People pray responsively.

Drawn close to the heart of God, we offer these prayers for the church, the world, and all who are in need.
Do a new thing in the church. Free us from paradigms that no longer serve the gospel and bring forward leaders who 
imagine fresh ways of doing ministry. Give us courage in the face of change. Merciful God,  
receive our prayer.
Do a new thing for creation. Reverse the trajectory of climate change and environmental catastrophe. Revive habitats 
already impaired by human disregard. Amplify the voices of climate scientists and researchers working to chart a new 
course. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
Do a new thing in our world. Break barriers that prevent political enemies from working together for the well-being of 
all. Make a way for peace and collaboration among the nations. Merciful God,  
receive our prayer.
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Do a new thing for those who suffer. Reveal a path for any who are unemployed or underemployed, for those experi-
encing homelessness, and for all who struggle with money. Comfort those who grieve and restore those who are sick. 
Merciful God,  
receive our prayer.

Do a new thing within us. Direct us into encounters that broaden our understanding of the human experience. Amplify 
voices that are ignored or devalued. Deliver us especially from the scourge of racism. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer.

Do a new thing in our death. Fill us with the knowledge of Christ and the power of his resurrection as we give thanks 
for all the saints who have attained the prize of their heavenly call. Merciful God,  
receive our prayer.

Let us pray for our own needs and those of others, especially remembering those on our parish prayer list and those we 
name in our hearts.
(The congregation may add their own petitions either silently or aloud after the prayer list is read.)  

Accept the prayers we bring, O God, on behalf of a world in need, for the sake of Jesus Christ.
Amen.
(The Celebrant may add a concluding Collect, or a Doxology.) 
The Peace (Please stand as able) 
Celebrant  The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People   And also with you.

The Holy Communion 
Being seated, we begin with a time of offering, giving money as a sign that our life serves God’s purposes and showing our gratitude for 
God’s many blessings.

Your faithful tithes and offerings are much needed and can be sent to:
 The Episcopal Church of St. John the Baptist, PO Box 441, Milton, DE  19968 OR

Securely online through our website - https://www.stjohnthebaptistmilton.org/give.html

Offertory Sentence & Interlude 
Doxology (The offering is presented as the Doxology is sung.  
                      Please stand as able) 

 

Offertory Hymn                           Please see page 10                                                     #439 | “What Wondrous Love”  

The Great Thanksgiving                         Eucharistic Prayer C 
Celebrant  The Lord be with you.
People   And also with you.
Celebrant  Lift up your hearts.
People   We lift them to the Lord.
Celebrant  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People   It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

WORDS: Isaac Watts (1674-1748).   Music: Louis Bourgeois, c. 1510–1561.

Praise         God,        from      whom         all             bless    -   ings        flow;

Praise    him,   all   crea -  tures    here    be  - low;   praise    him    a  -   bove,  ye

heaven  - ly      host:   praise      Fa    -  ther,    Son,     and         Ho  -    ly     Ghost.      A  -  men.



6

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. 

You bid your faithful people cleanse their hearts, and prepare with joy for the Paschal feast; that, fervent in prayer and in works of 
mercy, and renewed by your Word and Sacraments, they may come to the fullness of grace which you have prepared for those who 
love you.

And therefore we praise you, joining with the heavenly chorus, with prophets, apostles, and martyrs, and with all those in every 
generation who have looked to you in hope, to proclaim with them your glory, in their unending hymn:

The people may kneel as able, or be seated. The Celebrant continues. 
And so, Father, we who have been redeemed by him, and made a new people by water and the Spirit, now bring before you these 
gifts.  Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be the Body and Blood of Jesus Christ our Lord.
At the following words concerning the bread, the Celebrant is to hold it, or to lay a hand upon it; and at the words concerning the 
cup, to hold or place a hand upon the cup and any other vessel containing wine to be consecrated.
On the night he was betrayed he took bread, said the blessing, broke the bread, and gave it to his friends, and said, “Take, eat: This 
is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”
After supper he took the cup of wine, gave thanks, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which 
is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”
Remembering now his work of redemption and offering to you this sacrifice of thanksgiving, 
We celebrate his death and resurrection,
as we await the day of his coming.
Lord God of our Fathers; God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob; God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ: Open our eyes to see your 
hand at work in the world about us.  Deliver us from the presumption of coming to this Table for solace only, and not for strength; 
for pardon only, and not for renewal.  Let the grace of this Holy Communion make us one body, one spirit in Christ, that we may 
worthily serve the world in his name.
Risen Lord, be known to us in the breaking of the Bread.
Accept these prayers and praises, Father, through Jesus Christ our great High Priest, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, your 
Church gives honor, glory, and worship, from generation to generation. Amen. 
Celebrant  And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to pray, 
People  Our Father, who art in heaven, 
  hallowed be thy Name, 
  thy kingdom come, 
  thy will be done, 
    on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread.

Sanctus: Holy, holy, holy Lord               Hymnal S130

 And forgive us our trespasses,
       as we forgive those 
    who trespass against us. 
 And lead us not into temptation, 
  but deliver us from evil.
 For thine is the kingdom, 
  and the power, and the glory, 
  for ever and ever.  Amen.  
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 The Breaking of the Bread 
Celebrant  Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
People  Therefore let us keep the feast.  
Fraction Anthem:  Lamb of God                    New Plainsong 

Post Communion Prayer (Please kneel or be seated)
Celebrant  Let us pray. 
People  Blessed Jesus,
 in this rich meal of grace, 
 you have fed us with your body, the bread of life. 
 Now send us forth to bear your life-giving hope
 to a world in need.  
 Amen.
Benediction 

Recessional Hymn (Please stand as able)        Please see page 11        #474 | “When I Survey the Wondrous Cross”
 

The Dismissal 
Celebrant  Go in peace. Jesus meets you on the way.
People   Thanks be to God.
Postlude           "Allegro Moderato"    Eugène Gigout

Lamb      of        God,         you       take       a    -    way     the       sins      of         the    world:

sins      of        the    world:         have   mer  -  cy        on       us.            Lamb     of        God,     

have     mer  -  cy       on       us.             Lamb   of       God,          you   take       a    -  way      the

you     take       a   -   way     the    sins     of       the  world          grant                   us         peace.  

The Episcopal Church of St. John the Baptist subscribes to an all copyright release covering all content in this bulletin 
from One License with license No. A-727355.

The Rev. Thomas M. White, Rector
Tom Sombar, Acolyte 
Robert Freeman, Youth Minister
J. Edwin Stout, Lay Reader 
Scott Kresge, Organist/Videography/Streaming
Elizabeth Scheer, Cantor 
Elizabeth Scheer & Susan Mattia, Videography/Streaming
?, Usher 
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Processional Hymn                                  “Beneath the Cross of Jesus”
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Sequence Hymn                                   “My Faith Looks Up to Thee”
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Offertory Hymn                                          “What Wondrous Love”
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Recessional Hymn                                       “When I Survey the Wondrous Cross”


