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Prelude

Processional Hymn (Please stand as able) Please see page 8 #615 | “Ihy Kingdom Come!”
Celebrant Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

People And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.

Celebrant

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the

thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthi-
ly magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Canticle of Praise: G/ory to God
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The Collect of the Day
Celebrant 'The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.

Celebrant Let us pray.
The Celebrant prays the Collect

O God, the protector of all who trust in you, without whom nothing is strong, nothing is holy: Increase and multiply upon
us your mercy; that, with you as our ruler and guide, we may so pass through things temporal, that we lose not the things
eternal; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever.

People Amen.

First Reading (Please be seated)
Reader A Reading from the First Book of Kings:

Introduction to the First Reading
In this reading, because King Solomon does not ask God for long life, riches, or the defeat of his enemies, God gives him what he asks
for: wisdom to govern the people well.
1 Kings 3:5-12
At Gibeon the Lord appeared to Solomon in a dream by night; and God said, “Ask what I should give you.” And Sol-
omon said, “You have shown great and steadfast love to your servant my father David, because he walked before you in
faithfulness, in righteousness, and in uprightness of heart toward you; and you have kept for him this great and stead-
fast love, and have given him a son to sit on his throne today. And now, O Lord my God, you have made your servant
king in place of my father David, although I am only a little child; I do not know how to go out or come in. And your
servant is in the midst of the people whom you have chosen, a great people, so numerous they cannot be numbered or
counted. Give your servant therefore an understanding mind to govern your people, able to discern between good and
evil; for who can govern this your great people?”

It pleased the Lord that Solomon had asked this. God said to him, “Because you have asked this, and have not asked for
yourself long life or riches, or for the life of your enemies, but have asked for yourself understanding to discern what is
right, I now do according to your word. Indeed I give you a wise and discerning mind; no one like you has been before
you and no one like you shall arise after you.

Reader The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.



Psalm of the Day | Psalm 119: 129-136
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When your word goes forth it gives  light.

Your decrees are wonderful; Steady my footsteps in your word;

therefore I obey them with all my heart. let no iniquity have dominion over me.
When your word goes forth it gives light; Rescue me from those who oppress me,

it gives understanding to the simple. [ANT.] and I will keep your commandments. [ANT.]
I open my mouth and pant; Let your countenance shine upon your servant

I long for your commandments. and teach me your statutes.
Turn to me in mercy, My eyes shed streams of tears,

as you always do to those who love your Name. [ANT.] because people do not keep your law. [ANT.]
Second Reading
Reader A Reading from the Letter of Paul to the Romans:

Introduction to the Second Reading

Through Christ’s death for us and the activity of the Spirit praying for us, we are fused to God's love poured out in Jesus Christ.
Nothing, not even death itself, is able to separate us from such incredible divine love.

Romans 8:26-39
'The Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not know how to pray as we ought, but that very Spirit intercedes with sighs too

deep for words. And God, who searches the heart, knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints
according to the will of God.

We know that all things work together for good for those who love God, who are called according to his purpose. For those whom
he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, in order that he might be the firstborn within a large
family. And those whom he predestined he also called; and those whom he called he also justified; and those whom he justified he
also glorified.

What then are we to say about these things? If God is for us, who is against us? He who did not withhold his own Son, but gave
him up for all of us, will he not with him also give us everything else? Who will bring any charge against God’s elect? It is God
who justifies. Who is to condemn? It is Christ Jesus, who died, yes, who was raised, who is at the right hand of God, who indeed
intercedes for us. Who will separate us from the love of Christ? Will hardship, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness,
or peril, or sword? As it is written,

“For your sake we are being killed all day long;

we are accounted as sheep to be slaughtered.”

No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor
angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will
be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.

Reader The Word of the Lord.

People Thanks be to God.

Sequence Hymn (Please stand as able) Please see page 9 #419 |“Lord of All Being”
Celebrant 'The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to St. Matthew:

People Glory to you, Lord Christ.

'The Holy Gospel (The Gospel is carried into the congregation so that we remember it is our Good News to hear and to share.)
Matthew 13:31-33,44-52

Jesus put before the crowds another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed that someone took and sowed in
his field; it is the smallest of all the seeds, but when it has grown it is the greatest of shrubs and becomes a tree, so that the
birds of the air come and make nests in its branches.”

He told them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a woman took and mixed in with three measures of
flour until all of it was leavened.”

“The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which someone found and hid; then in his joy he goes and sells all
that he has and buys that field.

“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine pearls; on finding one pearl of great value, he went and

sold all that he had and bought it. 3



“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was thrown into the sea and caught fish of every kind; when it was full, they
drew it ashore, sat down, and put the good into baskets but threw out the bad. So it will be at the end of the age. The angels
will come out and separate the evil from the righteous and throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping
and gnashing of teeth.

“Have you understood all this?” They answered, “Yes.” And he said to them, “Therefore every scribe who has been trained for
the kingdom of heaven is like the master of a household who brings out of his treasure what is new and what is old.”

Celebrant 'The Gospel of the Lord.
People Praise to you, Lord Christ.
THE SERMON

The Nicene Creed (Please stand as able)

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Fatbher.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
bhe suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

The Prayers of the People The Leader and People pray responsively.

Confident that God receives our joys and concerns, let us offer our prayers for the church, those in need, and all of creation.
God of the Church, may your people be as persistent as the mustard shrub. May we spread your love and grace to all people
and in all places. May we do our kingdom work with the confidence that nothing can separate us from your love.

(Silence)

Spirit, help us in our weakness.

Intercede for us.

God of the world, make known your deeds among the peoples. Bring peace in places of conflict and violence.

(Silence)

Spirit, help us in our weakness.
Intercede for us. 4



God of creation, all of your works are marvelous. Everything in creation with which you have surrounded us speaks to your
goodness. Give us eyes to see your fingerprints in our world.

(The congregation to add their thanksgivings)

Spirit, help us in our weakness.

Intercede for us.
Present God, you did not withhold your own Son, but gave him up for all of us. May we all come to know and experience the

depths of your love. By your love, transform hearts and change lives. (Silence)
Spirit, help us in our weakness.

Intercede for us.
God of wholeness, neither hardship nor distress can separate anyone from your love. Assure the suffering and sick, the hurt

and sorrowful, that you care for them. May they remember that you are God who does marvelous things. (Silence)
Spirit, help us in our weakness.

Intercede for us.
God of our ancestors, you have always been mindful of your promises. You promise that not even death can separate us from

your love. May all those who have died grow in your eternal love. (Silence)
Spirit, help us in our weakness.

Intercede for us.
Let us pray for our own needs and those of others, especially remembering those on our parish prayer list and those we

name in our hearts.
(The congregation may add their own petitions either silently or aloud after the prayer list is read.)

Into your hands, O God, we commend all for whom we pray, in the name of the one who reconciled all creation to himself,
Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.

(The Celebrant may add a concluding Collect.)
The Confession of Sin (Please kneel as able or be seated)
Reader Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. (Silence may be kept)

People Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we
have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not
loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus
Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the

glory of your Name. Amen.

The Absolution

Celebrant Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all
goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.

The Peace (Please stand as able)

Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People And also with you.
The Food Pantry Blessing
The Holy Communion

Being seated, we begin with a time of offering, giving money as a sign that our life serves God'’s purposes and showing our gratitude for
God's many blessings.
Your faithful tithes and offerings are much needed and can be sent to:

The Episcopal Church of St. John the Baptist, PO Box 441, Milton, DE 19968 OR
Securely online through our website - https.//www.stjohnthebaptistmilton.org/give.html

Offertory Sentence & Interlude

Doxology (ke offering is presented as the Doxology is sung. 04 | | 2
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WORDS: Isaac Watts (1674-1748). Music: Louis Bourgeois, c. 1510-1561.

Oﬂ'ertory Hymn Please see pages 10 5 #325 | “Let Us Break Bread Together”



The Great Thanksgiving Eucharistic Prayer A

Celebrant The Lord be with you.

People And also with you.

Celebrant Lift up your hearts.

People We lift them to the Lord.

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People It is right to give God thanks and praise.

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.
For by water and the Holy Spirit you have made us a new people in Jesus Christ our Lord, to show forth your glory in all the
world. Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever
sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:

Sanctus: Holy, boly, holy Lord Wonder Love and Praise #§58
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The people may kneel as able, or be seated. The Celebrant continues.

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself, and, when we had fallen into sin and become subject to
evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of
us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all.

He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and oftered himself, in obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world.

At the following words concerning the bread, the Celebrant is to hold it, or to lay a hand upon it; and at the words concerning the cup, to
hold or place a hand upon the cup and any other vessel containing wine to be consecrated.

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to you,
he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance
of me.”

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is
my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for
the remembrance of me.”

'Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died.

Christ is risen.

Christ will come again.

The Celebrant continues.

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrec-
tion, and ascension, we offer you these gifts.

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the holy food and drink of new and un-
ending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace;
and at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom.

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and
glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. Amen. 6



Celebrant And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,

People Our Father, who art in heaven, And forgive us our trespasses,
hallowed be thy Name, as we forgive those
thy kingdom come, who trespass against us.
thy will be done, And lead us not into temptation,
on earth as it is in heaven. but deliver us from evil.
Give us this day our daily bread. For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
The Breaking of the Bread Jfor ever and ever. Amen.
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Celebrant The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed on him in
your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.

Post Communion Prayer (Please kncel or be seated)

Celebrant Let us pray.

People Eternal God, heavenly Father,
you have graciously accepted us as living members
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ,
and you have fed us with spiritual food
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.
Send us now into the world in peace,
and grant us strength and courage
to love and serve you
with gladness and singleness of heart;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Benediction (Please stand as able)

Recessional Hymn Please see pages 11 #530 | “Spread, O Spread”
The Dismissal

Celebrant Let us go forth, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit.

People Thanks be to God.

Postlude

“To know Christ, share His love, and serve our community”

The Episcopal Church of St. John the Baptist subscribes to an all copyright release covering all content in this bulletin
from One License with license No. A-727355.

The Rev. Terrence O'Connor, Jr., Priest-in-Charge

Linda Greenwell, Eucharistic Minister

J. Edwin Stout, Acolyte

Elizabeth Scheer, Lay Reader

Rebecca Frankum, Cantor

Kathy Hiltner, Usher

Bonnie Kuhn, Minister of Music

Scott Kresge, Minister of Technology & Parish Administration

Elizabeth Scheer, Jim Mulholland, & Deb Vranich, Technology Ministry

Jean Skocypec, Helen Hines, Celeste Babiarz, Deb Vranich, & 7Katb_y Hiltner, Altar Guild



Processional Hymn “Thy Kingdom Come!”

615 The Kingdom of God
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3 And lo, al - rea - dy on the hills the flags of dawn ap - pear;
4 the day to whose clear shin-ing light all wrongshallstand re - vealed,
5 when know-ledge, hand in hand with peace, shall walk the earth a - broad;
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2 and for the ev - er - last - ing right the si - lentstars are strong.
3 gird up vyourloins, ye pro - phet souls, pro - claim the day is near:
4 when jus - tice shall be throned in might, and ev - ery hurt be healed;
5 the day of per-fect right - eous-ness, the prom-isedday of God.
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Words: Frederick Lucian Hosmer (1840-1929)
Music: St. Flavian, melody from Day’s Psalter, 1562; adapt. and harm. Richard Redhead (1820-1901) CM



Sequence Hymn “Lord of All Being”

419 Praise to God
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Words: Oliver Wendell Holmes (1809-1894)
Music: Mendon, melody from Methodist Harmonist, 1821; adapt. Lowell Mason (1792-1872) LM



Offertory Hymn “Let Us Break Bread Together”

325 Holy Eucharist
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Words: Afro-American spiritual
Music: Let Us Break Bread, Afro-American spiritual; arr. David Hurd (b. 1950) 10 10 with Refrain
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Recessional Hymn “Spread, O Spread”

530 The Church’s Mission
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1 Spread, O spread, thou might -y word, ~ spread the king-dom of the Lord,
word of how the Fa - ther's will made the world,and keeps it, still;
word of how the Sa - vior’s love earth’ssore bur - den doth re - move;
word of how the Spi - rit came bring-ing peace in  Je - sus’ name;
Word of life, most pure and strong, word for which the na - tions long,
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1 that to earth’s re - mot-est bound  all may heed the joy - ful sound;
2 how his on - ly Son he gave, earth from sin and death to save;
3 how for-ev - er, in its need, through his death the world is freed;

4 how his nev - er - fail-ing love guides us on to heaven a - bove.
5 spread a-broad,un - til from night all the world a - wakes to light
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Words: Jonathan Friedrich Bahnmaier (1774-1841); tr. Arthur William Farlander (1898-1952)
and Charles Winfred Douglas (1867-1944), alt. St. 4, F. Bland Tucker (1895-1984)

Music: Gott sei Dank, melody from Geistreiches Gesangbuch, 1704; J=52
adapt. and harm. William Henry Havergal (1793-1870) 7.7
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