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St. John the BaptistOF
“Where All Are Welcome . . . No Exceptions!”

Processional Hymn (Please stand as able) 	        Please see page 8	                   #657 | “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling” 
Celebrant 	 Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
People 		  And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever.  Amen.
Celebrant 	 Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the 

thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthi-
ly magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

Canticle of Praise: Glory to God 							           	             	           Hymnal S280Glory to God S280
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The Ninth Sunday 
after Pentecost 

August 2, 2026

The Holy Eucharist 
The Word of God

Prelude             
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The Collect of the Day			   					         
Celebrant 	 The Lord be with you.
People 		  And also with you.
Celebrant 	 Let us pray.
The Celebrant prays the Collect
Let your continual mercy, O Lord, cleanse and defend your Church; and, because it cannot continue in safety without your help, 
protect and govern it always by your goodness; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. 
People	 Amen.
 
First Reading (Please be seated) 					             	                   
Reader	  	 A Reading from Isaiah:

Introduction to the First Reading 
God invites Israel to a great feast at which both the food and drink are free. God promises, also, to make an everlasting covenant with 
all peoples, with promises that previously had been limited to Israel.

Isaiah 55:1-5
Thus says the Lord:
“Ho, everyone who thirsts,
	 come to the waters;
and you that have no money,
	 come, buy and eat!
Come, buy wine and milk
	 without money and without price.
Why do you spend your money for that which is not bread,
	 and your labor for that which does not satisfy?
Listen carefully to me, and eat what is good,
	 and delight yourselves in rich food.
Incline your ear, and come to me;
	 listen, so that you may live.
I will make with you an everlasting covenant,
	 my steadfast, sure love for David.
See, I made him a witness to the peoples,
	 a leader and commander for the peoples.
See, you shall call nations that you do not know,
	 and nations that do not know you shall run to you,
because of the Lord your God, the Holy One of Israel,
	 for he has glorified you.”
Reader		  The Word of the Lord.
People 		  Thanks be to God.

Glory to God S280
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Second Reading 						    
Reader	  	 A Reading from the Letter of Paul to the Romans:

Introduction to the Second Reading 

In this reading Paul begins a new section in his letter in which he will deal with the place of Israel in God’s plan of redemption. 
He opens by highlighting how Israel ’s heritage and legacy include being God’s children, having God’s covenants, receiving God’s 
promises, and being given God’s law.
Romans 9:1-5
I am speaking the truth in Christ-- I am not lying; my conscience confirms it by the Holy Spirit-- I have great sorrow and 
unceasing anguish in my heart. For I could wish that I myself were accursed and cut off from Christ for the sake of my own 
people, my kindred according to the flesh. They are Israelites, and to them belong the adoption, the glory, the covenants, the 
giving of the law, the worship, and the promises; to them belong the patriarchs, and from them, according to the flesh, comes 
the Messiah, who is over all, God blessed forever. Amen.
Reader		  The Word of the Lord.
People 		  Thanks be to God.
Sequence Hymn (Please stand as able) - Please see page 9	     		     #292 | “O Jesus, Crowned with All Renown”
Celebrant 	 The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew:
People 		  Glory to you, Lord Christ.

The Holy Gospel (The Gospel is carried into the congregation so that we remember it is our Good News to hear and to share.)	
Matthew 14:13-21
Jesus withdrew in a boat to a deserted place by himself. But when the crowds heard it, they followed him on foot from the 
towns. When he went ashore, he saw a great crowd; and he had compassion for them and cured their sick. When it was 
evening, the disciples came to him and said, “This is a deserted place, and the hour is now late; send the crowds away so that 
they may go into the villages and buy food for themselves.” Jesus said to them, “They need not go away; you give them some-
thing to eat.” They replied, “We have nothing here but five loaves and two fish.” And he said, “Bring them here to me.” Then 
he ordered the crowds to sit down on the grass. Taking the five loaves and the two fish, he looked up to heaven, and blessed 
and broke the loaves, and gave them to the disciples, and the disciples gave them to the crowds. And all ate and were filled; 
and they took up what was left over of the broken pieces, twelve baskets full. And those who ate were about five thousand 
men, besides women and children.
Celebrant 	 The Gospel of the Lord.
People 		  Praise to you, Lord Christ.

Psalm 145: 8-9, 15-22

The Lord is gracious and full of compassion,   
       slow to anger and of great kindness.
The Lord is loving to everyone   

and his compassion is over all his works.	 [ANT.]

The Lord upholds all those who fall;    
he lifts up those who are bowed down.

The eyes of all wait upon you, O Lord,  
       and you give them their food in due season.
You open wide your hand    

and satisfy the needs of every living creature.	 [ANT.]

The Lord is righteous in all his ways   
       and loving in all his works.
The Lord is near to those who call upon him,    

to all who call upon him faithfully.	 [ANT.]

He fulfills the desire of those who fear him;    
he hears their cry and helps them.

The Lord preserves all those who love him,  
       but he destroys all the wicked.
My mouth shall speak the praise of the Lord;   

let all flesh bless his holy Name for ever and ever.	 [ANT.]

Psalm 145 13A Melody Line
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THE SERMON

The Nicene Creed (Please stand as able) 

We believe in one God, 
	 the Father, the Almighty, 
	 maker of heaven and earth, 
	 of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
	 the only Son of God, 
	 eternally begotten of the Father, 
	 God from God, Light from Light, 
	 true God from true God, 
	 begotten, not made, 
	 of one Being with the Father. 
	 Through him all things were made. 
	 For us and for our salvation 
		  he came down from heaven: 
	 by the power of the Holy Spirit 
		  he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
		  and was made man. 
	 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
		  he suffered death and was buried. 
		  On the third day he rose again 
			       in accordance with the Scriptures; 
		  he ascended into heaven 
			       and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
	 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
		  and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
	 who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
	 With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
	 He has spoken through the Prophets. 
	 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
	 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
	 We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
		  and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 

The Prayers of the People The Leader and People pray responsively.
Confident of your care and helped by the Holy Spirit, we pray for the church, the world, and all who are in need.
You take resources that appear to be meager, bless them, and there is enough.  May your church trust that what you bless and ask 
us to share with the world is abundantly sufficient.  Lord, in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.
Your bountiful creation offers sustenance and life for all creatures.  Protect this abundance for the well-being of all.  Reverse the 
damage we have caused your creation.  Replenish ground water supplies, provide needed rains in places of drought, and protect for-
ests from wildfires.  Lord, in your mercy.
Hear our prayer.
You offer yourself to all the nations and peoples of the earth, inviting everyone to abundant life.  Bring the prophetic vision to full-
ness, that all nations will run to you and that nations who do not know you will find their joy in you.  Lord, in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.
You open your hand and satisfy the desire of every living thing.  Hear the anguish of tender hearts who cry to you in suffering and 
satisfy their deepest needs.  Bring wholeness and healing to those who suffer in body, heart, soul, and mind.  Lord, in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.
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You offer freely the fullness of salvation.  Give our congregation such a welcoming heart, that our words and actions may extend 
your free and abundant hospitality to all whom we encounter.  Lord, in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.
You, by your Holy Spirit, inspired the writers of the gospels and epistles, whose unique contributions form our sacred texts. We 
offer thanksgiving for those in our own day who bring your Light through books, articles, websites and blogs which testify to the 
truth of your Word.  Lord, in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.

Let us pray for our own needs and those of others, especially remembering those on our parish prayer list and those we 
name in our hearts.
(The congregation may add their own petitions either silently or aloud after the prayer list is read.)  
In the certain hope that nothing can separate us from your love, we offer these prayers to you; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen.
(The Celebrant may add a concluding Collect.) 
The Confession of Sin (Please kneel as able or be seated) 
Reader 		  Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. (Silence may be kept) 
People 	 Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we 

have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not 
loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus 
Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the 
glory of your Name.  Amen. 

The Absolution 
Celebrant 	 Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all 

goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life.  Amen. 
The Peace (Please stand as able) 
Celebrant 	 The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People 		  And also with you.

The Holy Communion 
Being seated, we begin with a time of offering, giving money as a sign that our life serves God’s purposes and showing our gratitude for 
God’s many blessings.

Your faithful tithes and offerings are much needed and can be sent to:
 The Episcopal Church of St. John the Baptist, PO Box 441, Milton, DE  19968 OR

Securely online through our website - https://www.stjohnthebaptistmilton.org/give.html

Offertory Sentence & Interlude 

Doxology (The offering is presented as the Doxology is sung.  
                      Please stand as able) 

Offertory Hymn                          	 Please see pages 10   	 	 	          #343 | “Shepherd of Souls, Refresh and Bless”

WORDS: Isaac Watts (1674-1748).   Music: Louis Bourgeois, c. 1510–1561.

Praise         God,        from      whom         all             bless    -   ings        flow;

Praise    him,   all   crea -  tures    here    be  - low;   praise    him    a  -   bove,  ye

heaven  - ly      host:   praise      Fa    -  ther,    Son,     and         Ho  -    ly     Ghost.      A  -  men.
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The Great Thanksgiving 			                           	                               Eucharistic Prayer A
Celebrant 	      The Lord be with you.
People 		        And also with you.
Celebrant 	 Lift up your hearts.
People 		        We lift them to the Lord.
Celebrant 	 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People 		        It is right to give God thanks and praise.
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and 
earth.  For with you are the source of light and life, you made us in your image, and called us to new life in Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this 
hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:
Sanctus: Holy, holy, holy Lord 							           		         Wonder Love and Praise #858

The people may kneel as able, or be seated. The Celebrant continues. 
Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself, and, when we had fallen into sin and become subject to 
evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of 
us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all. 

He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world.
At the following words concerning the bread, the Celebrant is to hold it, or to lay a hand upon it; and at the words concerning the cup, to 
hold or place a hand upon the cup and any other vessel containing wine to be consecrated.
On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, 
he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance 
of me.” 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is 
my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for 
the remembrance of me.” 

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died.
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again.
The Celebrant continues. 
We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrec-
tion, and ascension, we offer you these gifts.
Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the holy food and drink of new and un-
ending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; 
and at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom. 

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and 
glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. Amen. 

Sanctus - Land of Rest Melody Line
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Celebrant 	 And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
 	

The Breaking of the Bread 
Fraction Anthem: Christ our Passover 							           	        			        S155

Celebrant 	 The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed on him in 
		  your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.

Post Communion Prayer (Please kneel or be seated) 
Celebrant 	 Let us pray. 
People 	 Eternal God, heavenly Father,
	 you have graciously accepted us as living members 
	 of  your Son our Savior Jesus Christ,
	 and you have fed us with spiritual food
	 in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 
	 Send us now into the world in peace,
	 and grant us strength and courage
	 to love and serve you
	 with gladness and singleness of heart;
	 through Christ our Lord.  Amen.
Benediction (Please stand as able)
Recessional Hymn 			   	 Please see pages 11	           	        #690 | “Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah”
The Dismissal 
Celebrant 	 Let us go forth, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit.
People 		  Thanks be to God.
Postlude           

	 And forgive us our trespasses, 
		  as we forgive those 
		    who trespass against us. 
	 And lead us not into temptation, 
		  but deliver us from evil.
	 For thine is the kingdom, 
		  and the power, and the glory, 
		  for ever and ever. Amen. 

People 	 Our Father, who art in heaven, 
		  hallowed be thy Name, 
		  thy kingdom come, 
		  thy will be done, 
		    on earth as it is in heaven. 
	 Give us this day our daily bread.

The Episcopal Church of St. John the Baptist subscribes to an all copyright release covering all content in this bulletin 
from One License with license No. A-727355.

The Rev. Terrence O'Connor, Jr., Priest-in-Charge
Bel Gwiazdowski, Eucharistic Minister
Jill Malloy, Acolyte	       
Deb Vranich, Lay Reader
Karen Vanselous, Cantor
Mike McNamara, Usher
Bonnie Kuhn, Minister of Music
Scott Kresge, Minister of  Technology & Parish Administration
Elizabeth Scheer, Jim Mulholland, & Deb Vranich, Technology Ministry
Jean Skocypec, Helen Hines, Celeste Babiarz, Deb Vranich, & Kathy Hiltner, Altar Guild

“To know Christ, share His love, and serve our community”
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Processional Hymn					                      “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling”
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Sequence Hymn				     	   		     “O Jesus, Crowned with All Renown”
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Offertory Hymn 				     	                        “Shepherd of Souls, Refresh and Bless”
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Recessional Hymn					     		         “Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah”


