
1

St. John the BaptistOF
“Where All Are Welcome . . . No Exceptions!”

Processional Hymn (Please stand as able) 	        Please see page 8	                                        #388 | “O Worship the King” 
Celebrant 	 Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
People 		  And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever.  Amen.
Celebrant 	 Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the 

thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthi-
ly magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

Canticle of Praise: Glory to God 							           	             	           Hymnal S280Glory to God S280
































 










  







 






 















 
 













































































the

men.

inrit,

A

Spily

ther.

Ho

Mostarethelone

6. For

cy

Lord

prayer.our

mer

ther,Fathe

have

a7. youLord,theare

ceivere

ofSon

world:

ly

theof

ther:Fatheof

on

sin

Christ,

the

sus

Fathe

thewith

God

Christ,sus

ofry

Je

glo

High,

aloneyouly One,Ho

handright

Je

away

3. Lord

take

theedatseat

4. you

ry.glo

God,

thearealoneyou

areus; 5. you

your

of

foryou

Lamb

on

God,

praise

wethanks,yougiveweyou,shipworwe

ly

and

heaven

est,

God,

highthein

2. Lord

Godtory

ther,FaandGodymightAlKing,

earth.onple

1. Glo

peoGod'stopeace

3

33

3
















The Eleventh Sunday 
after Pentecost 

August 9, 2026

The Holy Eucharist 
The Word of God

Prelude             
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The Collect of the Day			   					         
Celebrant 	 The Lord be with you.
People 		  And also with you.
Celebrant 	 Let us pray.
The Celebrant prays the Collect
Grant to us, Lord, we pray, the spirit to think and do always those things that are right, that we, who cannot exist without 
you, may by you be enabled to live according to your will; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever. 
People	 Amen.
 

First Reading (Please be seated) 					             	                   
Reader	  	 A Reading from the First Book of Kings:

Introduction to the First Reading 
On Mount Sinai, where God had appeared to Moses with typical signs of God’s presence---earthquake, wind, and fire---Elijah expe-
riences God in “sheer silence.” God instructs Elijah to anoint two men as kings and Elisha as his own successor. 
1 Kings 19:9-18
At Horeb, the mount of God, Elijah came to a cave, and spent the night there. Then the word of the Lord came to him, 
saying, “What are you doing here, Elijah?” He answered, “I have been very zealous for the Lord, the God of hosts; for the 
Israelites have forsaken your covenant, thrown down your altars, and killed your prophets with the sword. I alone am left, and 
they are seeking my life, to take it away.”
He said, “Go out and stand on the mountain before the Lord, for the Lord is about to pass by.” Now there was a great wind, 
so strong that it was splitting mountains and breaking rocks in pieces before the Lord, but the Lord was not in the wind; 
and after the wind an earthquake, but the Lord was not in the earthquake; and after the earthquake a fire, but the Lord was 
not in the fire; and after the fire a sound of sheer silence. When Elijah heard it, he wrapped his face in his mantle and went 
out and stood at the entrance of the cave. Then there came a voice to him that said, “What are you doing here, Elijah?” He 
answered, “I have been very zealous for the Lord, the God of hosts; for the Israelites have forsaken your covenant, thrown 
down your altars, and killed your prophets with the sword. I alone am left, and they are seeking my life, to take it away.” Then 
the Lord said to him, “Go, return on your way to the wilderness of Damascus; when you arrive, you shall anoint Hazael as 
king over Aram. Also you shall anoint Jehu son of Nimshi as king over Israel; and you shall anoint Elisha son of Shaphat 
of Abel-meholah as prophet in your place. Whoever escapes from the sword of Hazael, Jehu shall kill; and whoever escapes 
from the sword of Jehu, Elisha shall kill. Yet I will leave seven thousand in Israel, all the knees that have not bowed to Baal, 
and every mouth that has not kissed him.”
Reader		  The Word of the Lord.
People 		  Thanks be to God.

Glory to God S280
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Second Reading 						    
Reader	  	 A Reading from the Letter of Paul to the Romans:

Introduction to the Second Reading 
A right relationship with God is not something we achieve by our own efforts, but is God’s gift by the proclamation of Jesus 
Christ as Savior and Lord. Hence Christian proclamation plays an essential role in God’s saving actions.
Romans 10:5-15
Moses writes concerning the righteousness that comes from the law, that “the person who does these things will live by 
them.” But the righteousness that comes from faith says, “Do not say in your heart, ‘Who will ascend into heaven?’” (that is, 
to bring Christ down) “or ‘Who will descend into the abyss?’” (that is, to bring Christ up from the dead). But what does it 
say?
	 “The word is near you,
		  on your lips and in your heart”
(that is, the word of faith that we proclaim); because if you confess with your lips that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart 
that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. For one believes with the heart and so is justified, and one confesses 
with the mouth and so is saved. The scripture says, “No one who believes in him will be put to shame.” For there is no dis-
tinction between Jew and Greek; the same Lord is Lord of all and is generous to all who call on him. For, “Everyone who 
calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.”
But how are they to call on one in whom they have not believed? And how are they to believe in one of whom they have 
never heard? And how are they to hear without someone to proclaim him? And how are they to proclaim him unless they are 
sent? As it is written, “How beautiful are the feet of those who bring good news!”
Reader		  The Word of the Lord.
People 		  Thanks be to God.
Sequence Hymn (Please stand as able)	 Please see page 9	         	                                        #608 |“Eternal Father”
Deacon 	 The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to St. Matthew:
People 		  Glory to you, Lord Christ.

The Holy Gospel (The Gospel is carried into the congregation so that we remember it is our Good News to hear and to share.)	
Matthew 14:22-33
Jesus made the disciples get into the boat and go on ahead to the other side, while he dismissed the crowds. And after he 
had dismissed the crowds, he went up the mountain by himself to pray. When evening came, he was there alone, but by this 
time the boat, battered by the waves, was far from the land, for the wind was against them. And early in the morning he 
came walking toward them on the sea. But when the disciples saw him walking on the sea, they were terrified, saying, “It is a 
ghost!” And they cried out in fear. But immediately Jesus spoke to them and said, “Take heart, it is I; do not be afraid.”
Peter answered him, “Lord, if it is you, command me to come to you on the water.” He said, “Come.” So Peter got out of 
the boat, started walking on the water, and came toward Jesus. But when he noticed the strong wind, he became frightened, 
and beginning to sink, he cried out, “Lord, save me!” Jesus immediately reached out his hand and caught him, saying to him, 
“You of little faith, why did you doubt?” When they got into the boat, the wind ceased. And those in the boat worshiped him, 
saying, “Truly you are the Son of God.
Celebrant 	 The Gospel of the Lord.
People 		  Praise to you, Lord Christ.

Psalm 85: 7-13Psalm of the Day

I will listen to what the Lord God is saying,  
       for he is speaking peace to his faithful people
       and to those who turn their hearts to him.
Truly, his salvation is very near to those who fear him,   

that his glory may dwell in our land.	 [ANT.]

Mercy and truth have met together;    
righteousness and peace have kissed each other.

Truth shall spring up from the earth,   
and righteousness shall look down from heaven.	 [ANT.]

The Lord will indeed grant prosperity,      
and our land will yield its increase.

Righteousness shall go before him, 
and peace shall be a pathway for his feet.	 [ANT.]

Psalm 85 14A Melody Line
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THE SERMON

The Nicene Creed (Please stand as able) 

We believe in one God, 
	 the Father, the Almighty, 
	 maker of heaven and earth, 
	 of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
	 the only Son of God, 
	 eternally begotten of the Father, 
	 God from God, Light from Light, 
	 true God from true God, 
	 begotten, not made, 
	 of one Being with the Father. 
	 Through him all things were made. 
	 For us and for our salvation 
		  he came down from heaven: 
	 by the power of the Holy Spirit 
		  he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
		  and was made man. 
	 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
		  he suffered death and was buried. 
		  On the third day he rose again 
			       in accordance with the Scriptures; 
		  he ascended into heaven 
			       and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
	 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
		  and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
	 who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
	 With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
	 He has spoken through the Prophets. 
	 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
	 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
	 We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
		  and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 

The Prayers of the People The Leader and People pray responsively.
Friend in Christ, the word of faith that we proclaim is near you, on your lips and in your heart! So let us pray to God.
Lord God, capture our hearts. May our Holy Spirit prepare a way upon which the beautiful feet of your servants can bring good 
news to all those who are wearied by too much bad news. (Silence)
Be generous to all who call on you.
Lord, save us.
Lord of all, your love makes no distinction between peoples or nations. We pray that wars and violence cease. May your reign of 
peace and justice come quickly.  (Silence)
Be generous to all who call on you.
Lord, save us.
Holy God, your Son walked on the water even as your Spirit moved over the face of the waters in creation. May we learn to respect 
the beauty and mystery, the power and goodness, of all you have made.  (Silence)
Be generous to all who call on you.
Lord, save us.
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Strong God, give us wisdom like your servant Joseph that this congregation may be a symbol of hope and integrity to the leaders 
of our city.  (Silence)
Be generous to all who call on you.
Lord, save us.
Lord Christ, you bid your people be not afraid. You have promised that all who call on your name shall be saved. And so, make 
your deeds known among the people-especially those in trouble, sickness, and pain.  (Silence)
Be generous to all who call on you.
Lord, save us.
God of our ancestors, by your strength you rescue life even from the depths of the pit. You raised your Son from the grips of death 
and through him have promised to give new life to all who have died. May the dead rest in peace, even as they await the day of 
resurrection.  (Silence)
Be generous to all who call on you.
Lord, save us.

Let us pray for our own needs and those of others, especially remembering those on our parish prayer list and those we 
name in our hearts.
(The congregation may add their own petitions either silently or aloud after the prayer list is read.)  
Lord of wind and water, hear the prayers we offer this day for all battered by the waves of this world and bring them in safety to 
your harbor; through Jesus Christs our Lord. Amen.
(The Celebrant may add a concluding Collect.) 
The Confession of Sin (Please kneel as able or be seated) 
Reader 		  Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. (Silence may be kept) 
People 	 Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we 

have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not 
loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus 
Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the 
glory of your Name.  Amen. 

The Absolution 
Celebrant 	 Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all 

goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life.  Amen. 
The Peace (Please stand as able) 
Celebrant 	 The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People 		  And also with you.

The Holy Communion 
Being seated, we begin with a time of offering, giving money as a sign that our life serves God’s purposes and showing our gratitude for 
God’s many blessings.

Your faithful tithes and offerings are much needed and can be sent to:
 The Episcopal Church of St. John the Baptist, PO Box 441, Milton, DE  19968 OR

Securely online through our website - https://www.stjohnthebaptistmilton.org/give.html

Offertory Sentence & Interlude 

Doxology (The offering is presented as the Doxology is sung.  
                      Please stand as able) 

Offertory Hymn                          	 Please see pages 10   	 	 	                                           #709 | “O God of Bethel”

WORDS: Isaac Watts (1674-1748).   Music: Louis Bourgeois, c. 1510–1561.

Praise         God,        from      whom         all             bless    -   ings        flow;

Praise    him,   all   crea -  tures    here    be  - low;   praise    him    a  -   bove,  ye

heaven  - ly      host:   praise      Fa    -  ther,    Son,     and         Ho  -    ly     Ghost.      A  -  men.
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The Great Thanksgiving 			                           	                               Eucharistic Prayer C
Celebrant 	      The Lord be with you.
People 		        And also with you.
Celebrant 	 Lift up your hearts.
People 		        We lift them to the Lord.
Celebrant 	 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People 		        It is right to give God thanks and praise.
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heav-
en and earth. Through Jesus Christ our Lord; who on the first day of the week overcame death and the grave, and by his 
glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. Therefore we praise you, joining with the heavenly chorus, 
with prophets, apostles, and martyrs, and with all those in every generation who have looked to you in hope, to proclaim 
with them your glory, in their unending hymn:

The people may kneel as able, or be seated. The Celebrant continues. 
And so, Father, we who have been redeemed by him, and made a new people by water and the Spirit, now bring before 
you these gifts.  Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be the Body and Blood of Jesus Christ our Lord.
At the following words concerning the bread, the Celebrant is to hold it, or to lay a hand upon it; and at the words concerning the 
cup, to hold or place a hand upon the cup and any other vessel containing wine to be consecrated.
On the night he was betrayed he took bread, said the blessing, broke the bread, and gave it to his friends, and said, 
“Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”
After supper he took the cup of wine, gave thanks, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Cov-
enant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remem-
brance of me.”
Remembering now his work of redemption and offering to you this sacrifice of thanksgiving, 
We celebrate his death and resurrection,
as we await the day of his coming.
Lord God of our Fathers; God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob; God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ: Open our eyes 
to see your hand at work in the world about us.  Deliver us from the presumption of coming to this Table for solace 
only, and not for strength; for pardon only, and not for renewal.  Let the grace of this Holy Communion make us one 
body, one spirit in Christ, that we may worthily serve the world in his name.
Risen Lord, be known to us in the breaking of the Bread.
Accept these prayers and praises, Father, through Jesus Christ our great High Priest, to whom, with you and the Holy 
Spirit, your Church gives honor, glory, and worship, from generation to generation. Amen. 

Sanctus: Holy, holy, holy Lord 							            				         Hymnal S129
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Celebrant 	 And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
 	

The Breaking of the Bread 
Fraction Anthem: Christ our Passover 							           	        			        S155

Celebrant 	 The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed on him in 
		  your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.

Post Communion Prayer (Please kneel or be seated) 
Celebrant 	 Let us pray. 
People 	 Eternal God, heavenly Father,
	 you have graciously accepted us as living members 
	 of  your Son our Savior Jesus Christ,
	 and you have fed us with spiritual food
	 in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 
	 Send us now into the world in peace,
	 and grant us strength and courage
	 to love and serve you
	 with gladness and singleness of heart;
	 through Christ our Lord.  Amen.
Benediction (Please stand as able)
Recessional Hymn			        Please see page 11		                                                     #410 | “Praise, My Soul”
The Dismissal 
Celebrant 	 Let us go forth, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit.
People 		  Thanks be to God.
Postlude           

	 And forgive us our trespasses, 
		  as we forgive those 
		    who trespass against us. 
	 And lead us not into temptation, 
		  but deliver us from evil.
	 For thine is the kingdom, 
		  and the power, and the glory, 
		  for ever and ever. Amen. 

People 	 Our Father, who art in heaven, 
		  hallowed be thy Name, 
		  thy kingdom come, 
		  thy will be done, 
		    on earth as it is in heaven. 
	 Give us this day our daily bread.

The Episcopal Church of St. John the Baptist subscribes to an all copyright release covering all content in this bulletin 
from One License with license No. A-727355.

The Rev. Terrence O'Connor, Jr., Priest-in-Charge
Elizabeth Scheer, Eucharistic Minister
Jim Greenwell, Acolyte	      
Theo Leithmann, Lay Reader
Elizabeth Scheer, Cantor
Karen Vanselous, Usher
Bonnie Kuhn, Minister of Music
Scott Kresge, Minister of  Technology & Parish Administration
Elizabeth Scheer, Jim Mulholland, & Deb Vranich, Technology Ministry
Jean Skocypec, Helen Hines, Celeste Babiarz, Deb Vranich, & Kathy Hiltner, Altar Guild

“To know Christ, share His love, and serve our community”
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Processional Hymn					                                          “O Worship the King”
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Sequence Hymn				     	   		             “Eternal Father, Strong to Save”
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Offertory Hymn 				     	                              	                       “O God of Bethel”
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Recessional Hymn					     	                                            “Praise, My Soul”


