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St. John the BaptistOF
“Where All Are Welcome . . . No Exceptions!”

Processional Hymn (Please stand as able) 	        Please see pages 8                                  #440 | “Blessed Jesus, at Thy Word” 
Children’s Chat - Robert Freeman
Celebrant 	 Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
People 		  And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever.  Amen.
Celebrant 	 Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the 

thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthi-
ly magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

Canticle of Praise: Glory to God 							           	             	           Hymnal S280
Glory to God S280
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The Holy Eucharist 
The Word of God

Prelude | “Pastorale”                  BWV 590                 Johann Sebastian Bach
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The Collect of the Day			   					         
Celebrant 	 The Lord be with you.
People 		  And also with you.
Celebrant 	 Let us pray.
The Celebrant prays the Collect
O Lord, mercifully receive the prayers of your people who call upon you, and grant that they may know and understand what 
things they ought to do, and also may have grace and power faithfully to accomplish them; through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 
People	 Amen.
 
First Reading (Please be seated) 					             	                   
Reader	  	 A Reading from Isaiah:

Introduction to the First Reading 
God’s people are to find hope and joy in the awareness that God’s work, though inscrutable at times, is being accomplished in their 
midst as surely as seed and soil and water combine to produce an abundant harvest.

Isaiah 55:10-13
As the rain and the snow come down from heaven,
	 and do not return there until they have watered the earth,
making it bring forth and sprout,
	 giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater,
so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth;
	 it shall not return to me empty,
but it shall accomplish that which I purpose,
	 and succeed in the thing for which I sent it.
For you shall go out in joy,
	 and be led back in peace;
the mountains and the hills before you
	 shall burst into song,
	 and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands.

Glory to God S280
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Instead of the thorn shall come up the cypress;
	 instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle;
and it shall be to the Lord for a memorial,
	 for an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off.
Reader		  The Word of the Lord.
People 		  Thanks be to God.

Second Reading 						    
Reader	  	 A Reading from the Letter of Paul to the Romans:

Introduction to the Second Reading 
St. Paul attests that there is no condemnation for those who live in Christ. God sent Jesus to accomplish what the law could not 
do: condemn sin and deliver us from its death-dealing ways.  God’s Spirit empowers proper values and actions and gifts the 
faithful with resurrected life.
Romans 8:1-11
There is no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you 
free from the law of sin and of death. For God has done what the law, weakened by the flesh, could not do: by sending 
his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, and to deal with sin, he condemned sin in the flesh, so that the just require-
ment of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not according to the flesh but according to the Spirit. For those who 
live according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but those who live according to the Spirit set their 
minds on the things of the Spirit. To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and 
peace. For this reason the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit to God’s law-- indeed it 
cannot, and those who are in the flesh cannot please God.
But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells in you. Anyone who does not have the 
Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. But if Christ is in you, though the body is dead because of sin, the Spirit is life 
because of righteousness. If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ from 
the dead will give life to your mortal bodies also through his Spirit that dwells in you.
Reader		  The Word of the Lord.
People 		  Thanks be to God.
Sequence Hymn (Please stand as able) - Please see page 9	     		                #632 | “O Christ, the Word Incarnate”
Celebrant 	 The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew:
People 		  Glory to you, Lord Christ.

The Holy Gospel (The Gospel is carried into the congregation so that we remember it is our Good News to hear and to share.)	
Matthew 13:1-9,18-23
Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. Such great crowds gathered around him that he got into a boat and sat 
there, while the whole crowd stood on the beach. And he told them many things in parables, saying: “Listen! A sower went 

Psalm 65 9-14 Melody Line

        
sing.joy andshout forleysvaltheLet

 Psalm 65: 9-14

From A Hymn Tune Psalter, Revised Common Lectionary Edition© 2007 by Carl P. Daw, Jr.
and Kevin R. Hackett. Church Publishing Incorporated.

All rights reserved Used by permission. 

Psalm of the Day

You visit the earth and water it abundantly;
you make it very plenteous; 
        the river of God is full of water.
You prepare the grain,

for so you provide for the earth.	 [ANT.]

You drench the furrows and smooth out the ridges;  
with heavy rain you soften the ground and bless its increase.

You crown the year with your goodness,
and your paths overflow with plenty.	 [ANT.]

May the fields of the wilderness be rich for grazing, 
and the hills be clothed with joy.

May the meadows cover themselves with flocks,
and the valleys cloak themselves with grain; 

let them shout for joy and sing.	 [ANT.]
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out to sow. And as he sowed, some seeds fell on the path, and the birds came and ate them up. Other seeds fell on rocky 
ground, where they did not have much soil, and they sprang up quickly, since they had no depth of soil. But when the sun 
rose, they were scorched; and since they had no root, they withered away. Other seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns grew 
up and choked them. Other seeds fell on good soil and brought forth grain, some a hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. Let 
anyone with ears listen!”
“Hear then the parable of the sower. When anyone hears the word of the kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one 
comes and snatches away what is sown in the heart; this is what was sown on the path. As for what was sown on rocky 
ground, this is the one who hears the word and immediately receives it with joy; yet such a person has no root, but endures 
only for a while, and when trouble or persecution arises on account of the word, that person immediately falls away. As for 
what was sown among thorns, this is the one who hears the word, but the cares of the world and the lure of wealth choke the 
word, and it yields nothing. But as for what was sown on good soil, this is the one who hears the word and understands it, 
who indeed bears fruit and yields, in one case a hundredfold, in another sixty, and in another thirty.”
Celebrant 	 The Gospel of the Lord.
People 		  Praise to you, Lord Christ.

THE SERMON
The Nicene Creed (Please stand as able) 
We believe in one God, 
	 the Father, the Almighty, 
	 maker of heaven and earth, 
	 of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
	 the only Son of God, 
	 eternally begotten of the Father, 
	 God from God, Light from Light, 
	 true God from true God, 
	 begotten, not made, 
	 of one Being with the Father. 
	 Through him all things were made. 
	 For us and for our salvation 
		  he came down from heaven: 
	 by the power of the Holy Spirit 
		  he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
		  and was made man. 
	 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
		  he suffered death and was buried. 
		  On the third day he rose again 
			       in accordance with the Scriptures; 
		  he ascended into heaven 
			       and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
	 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
		  and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
	 who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
	 With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
	 He has spoken through the Prophets. 
	 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
	 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
	 We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
		  and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 
The Prayers of the People The Leader and People pray responsively.
Mercifully receive our prayers, O God, that we may know your ways and follow where you lead.
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For those seeking a spiritual home who are worshiping with us now through live-stream, that God’s Spirit will prompt those local-
ly to join this community of faith when we are again able to gather and receive our welcome and hospitality; for this we pray.
Hear us, good Lord.
That we may be set free from the need to claim our worthiness through possessions and position, so that we may discover our true 
identity in the life and hope of the Holy Spirit; for this we pray.
Hear us, good Lord.
That the light of Christ will reveal the path to those for whom the shadows are long, the poor and desperate, the lonely and un-
employed, the hungry and fearful, the refugee and homeless, the prisoner and those who live as if in prison, that we may not forget 
them; for this we pray.
Hear us, good Lord.
For all who serve in the armed forces, that we may be thankful for their many sacrifices, and honor the service they render to our 
country and to the security of the world; for this we pray.
Hear us, good Lord.
For those who have died, that they may reside in that place where there is no sorrow or pain, but life everlasting; for this we pray.
Hear us, good Lord.
For safety for children who are on vacation, that they may have the chance to learn new skills, build healthy bodies, and develop 
new and lasting friendships; for this we pray.
Hear us, good Lord.
With heart and mind turned toward God, we continue our prayers.  Let us pray for our own needs and those of others, especially 
remembering those on our parish prayer list and those we name in our hearts.
(The congregation may add their own petitions either silently or aloud after the prayer list is read.)  

(The Celebrant may add a concluding Collect.) 
The Confession of Sin (Please kneel as able or be seated) 
Reader 		  Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. (Silence may be kept) 

People 	 Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we 
have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not 
loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus 
Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the 
glory of your Name.  Amen. 

The Absolution 
Celebrant 	 Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all 

goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life.  Amen. 
The Peace (Please stand as able) 
Celebrant 	 The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People 		  And also with you.

The Holy Communion 
Being seated, we begin with a time of offering, giving money as a sign that our life serves God’s purposes and showing our gratitude for 
God’s many blessings.

Your faithful tithes and offerings are much needed and can be sent to:
 The Episcopal Church of St. John the Baptist, PO Box 441, Milton, DE  19968 OR

Securely online through our website - https://www.stjohnthebaptistmilton.org/give.html

Offertory Sentence & Interlude 
Doxology (The offering is presented as the Doxology is sung.  
                      Please stand as able) 

Offertory Hymn                          	 Please see page 10		  		               #304 | “I Come with Joy to Meet My Lord”
WORDS: Isaac Watts (1674-1748).   Music: Louis Bourgeois, c. 1510–1561.

Praise         God,        from      whom         all             bless    -   ings        flow;

Praise    him,   all   crea -  tures    here    be  - low;   praise    him    a  -   bove,  ye

heaven  - ly      host:   praise      Fa    -  ther,    Son,     and         Ho  -    ly     Ghost.      A  -  men.
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The Great Thanksgiving 			                           	          “Enriching Our Worship,” Prayer 2
Celebrant 	      The Lord be with you.
People 			   And also with you.
Celebrant 	 Lift up your hearts.
People 			   We lift them to the Lord.
Celebrant 	 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People 			   It is right to give God thanks and praise.
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of 
heaven and earth.  Through Jesus Christ our Lord.  In fulfillment of his true promise, the Holy Spirit came down from 
heaven, lighting upon the disciples, to teach them and to lead them into all truth; uniting peoples of many tongues in 
the confession of one faith, and giving to your Church the power to serve you as a royal priesthood, and to preach the 
Gospel to all nations.
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for 
ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:
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Sanctus: Holy, holy, holy Lord 							            				         Hymnal S129

The people may kneel as able, or be seated. The Celebrant continues. 
Glory and honor and praise to you, holy and living God.  To deliver us from the power of sin and death and to reveal 
the riches of your grace, you looked with favor upon Mary, your willing servant, that she might conceive and bear a son, 
Jesus, the holy child of God. Living among us, Jesus loved us.  He broke bread with outcasts and sinners, healed the 
sick, and proclaimed good news to the poor. He yearned to draw all the world to himself yet we were heedless of his call 
to walk in love. Then, the time came for him to complete upon the cross the sacrifice of his life, and to be glorified by 
you.
At the following words concerning the bread, the Celebrant is to hold it, or to lay a hand upon it; and at the words concerning the 
cup, to hold or place a hand upon the cup and any other vessel containing wine to be consecrated.
On the night before he died for us, Jesus was at table with his friends.  He took bread, gave thanks to you, broke it, and 
gave it to them, and said:  “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you.  Do this for the remembrance of me.”
As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine. Again, he gave thanks to you, gave it to them, and said:  “Drink this, 
all of you:  This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is poured out for you and for all for the forgiveness of sins.  
Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”
Now gathered at your table, O God of all creation, and remembering Christ, crucified and risen, who was and is and is 
to come, we offer to you our gifts of bread and wine, and ourselves, a living sacrifice.
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Pour out your Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the Body and Blood of Christ.  Breathe your Spirit over the 
whole earth and make us your new creation, the Body of Christ given for the world you have made.
In the fullness of time bring us, with [___________ and] all your saints, from every tribe and language and people and 
nation, to feast at the banquet prepared from the foundation of the world.
Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, to you be honor, glory, and praise, for 
ever and ever. Amen. 
Celebrant 	 And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to pray, 
People 	 Our Father, who art in heaven, 
		  hallowed be thy Name, 
		  thy kingdom come, 
		  thy will be done, 
		    on earth as it is in heaven. 
	 Give us this day our daily bread.
	 And forgive us our trespasses,
	       as we forgive those 
		    who trespass against us. 
	 And lead us not into temptation, 
		  but deliver us from evil.
	 For thine is the kingdom, 
		  and the power, and the glory, 
		  for ever and ever. Amen. 	
The Breaking of the Bread 
Celebrant 	 Alleluia! Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
People 	 Therefore let us keep the feast.  Alleluia! 
Distribution Anthem - “One Bread, One Body” by John Foley © 1978 John B. Foley and OCP Publicationsw.
                                                     Vocalist & Guitar: Robert Freeman  Accompanist:  Scott Kresge
Post Communion Prayer (Please kneel or be seated) 
Celebrant 	 Let us pray. 
People 	      Almighty God, Father of all mercies, we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks for all your good-

ness and loving kindness to us and to all whom you have made.
	      We bless you for our creation, preservation, and all the blessings of this life; but above all for your immeasur-

able love in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ; for the means of grace, and for the hope of 
glory.

	      And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your presence, that as we lament our separation from one another 
during this time of disease, we may continually show forth your praise, not only with our lips, but in our lives, by 
giving up our selves to your service, and by walking before you in holiness and righteousness all our days; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen.

Benediction 
Recessional Hymn (Please stand as able) 	 Please see pages 11   	                                           #388 | “O Worship the King”
The Dismissal 
Celebrant 	 Let us go forth, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit.
People 		  Thanks be to God.
Postlude      “Andante”      Georg Philipp Telemann

The Altar Flowers Today are given by Denise Cunningham to the glory of God and for all the caregivers around the world.
The Episcopal Church of St. John the Baptist subscribes to an all copyright release covering all content in this bulletin 

from One License with license No. A-727355.

The Rev. Thomas M. White, Rector
J. Edwin Stout, Acolyte
Scott Kresge, Organist/Videographer 
Robert Freeman, Cantor/Soloist
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Processional Hymn					                                 “Blessed Jesus, at Thy Word”
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Sequence Hymn					      		               “O Christ, the Word Incarnate”
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Offertory Hymn					      		        “I Come with Joy to Meet My Lord”
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Recessional Hymn					     		                             “O Worship the King”


