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St. John the BaptistOF
“Where All Are Welcome . . . No Exceptions!”

Processional Hymn (Please stand as able) 	        Please see page 8	             	        #372 | “Praise to the Living God!” 

Celebrant 	 Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
People 		  And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever.  Amen.
Celebrant 	 Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the 

thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthi-
ly magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

Canticle of Praise: Glory to God 							           	             	           Hymnal S280
Glory to God S280
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The Fourteenth Sunday 
after Pentecost

August 29, 2021

The Holy Eucharist 
The Word of God

Prelude             	 J. S. Bach
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The Collect of the Day			   					         
Celebrant 	 The Lord be with you.
People 		  And also with you.
Celebrant 	 Let us pray.
The Celebrant prays the Collect
Lord of all power and might, the author and giver of all good things: Graft in our hearts the love of your Name; increase in us true 
religion; nourish us with all goodness; and bring forth in us the fruit of good works; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God forever and ever. 
People	 Amen.
 
First Reading (Please be seated) 					             	                   
Reader	  	 A Reading from Deuteronomy:

Introduction to the First Reading 
The Israelites believed the law was a divine gift that provided guidelines for living out the covenant with God. Moses commands the 
people to obey the law, to neither add to nor subtract from it, and to teach it to their children and their children’s children.

Deuteronomy 4:1-2, 6-9
Moses said: So now, Israel, give heed to the statutes and ordinances that I am teaching you to observe, so that you may live to enter 
and occupy the land that the LORD, the God of your ancestors, is giving you. You must neither add anything to what I command 
you nor take away anything from it, but keep the commandments of the LORD your God with which I am charging you.

You must observe them diligently, for this will show your wisdom and discernment to the peoples, who, when they hear all these 
statutes, will say, “Surely this great nation is a wise and discerning people!” For what other great nation has a god so near to it as 
the LORD our God is whenever we call to him? And what other great nation has statutes and ordinances as just as this entire law 
that I am setting before you today?

But take care and watch yourselves closely, so as neither to forget the things that your eyes have seen nor to let them slip from your 
mind all the days of your life; make them known to your children and your children’s children.
Reader		  The Word of the Lord.
People 		  Thanks be to God.

Glory to God S280
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Psalm 15 (Please read responsively) 

1	 Lord, who may dwell in your tabernacle? *
		  who may abide upon your holy hill?
2 	 Whoever leads a blameless life and does what is right, *
		  who speaks the truth from his heart.
3 	 There is no guile upon his tongue;
		  he does no evil to his friend; *
		  he does not heap contempt upon his neighbor.
4 	 In his sight the wicked is rejected, *
		  but he honors those who fear the Lord.
5 	 He has sworn to do no wrong *
		  and does not take back his word.
6 	 He does not give his money in hope of gain, *
		  nor does he take a bribe against the innocent.
7 	 Whoever does these things *
		  shall never be overthrown.

Second Reading 						    
Reader	  	 A Reading from the Letter of James:

Introduction to the Second Reading 
The Letter of James was intended to provide first-century Christians with instructions for godly living. Here Christians are 
encouraged to listen carefully and to act on what they hear, especially by caring for those least able to care for themselves.
James 1:17-27
Every generous act of giving, with every perfect gift, is from above, coming down from the Father of lights, with whom there 
is no variation or shadow due to change. In fulfillment of his own purpose he gave us birth by the word of truth, so that we 
would become a kind of first fruits of his creatures.
You must understand this, my beloved: let everyone be quick to listen, slow to speak, slow to anger; for your anger does not 
produce God’s righteousness. Therefore rid yourselves of all sordidness and rank growth of wickedness, and welcome with 
meekness the implanted word that has the power to save your souls.
But be doers of the word, and not merely hearers who deceive themselves. For if any are hearers of the word and not doers, 
they are like those who look at themselves in a mirror; for they look at themselves and, on going away, immediately forget 
what they were like. But those who look into the perfect law, the law of liberty, and persevere, being not hearers who forget 
but doers who act-they will be blessed in their doing.
If any think they are religious, and do not bridle their tongues but deceive their hearts, their religion is worthless. Religion 
that is pure and undefiled before God, the Father, is this: to care for orphans and widows in their distress, and to keep oneself 
unstained by the world.
Reader		  The Word of the Lord.
People 		  Thanks be to God.
Sequence Hymn (Please stand as able) - Please see page 9		                               #660 | “O Master, Let Me Walk with Thee”
Celebrant 	 The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to St. Mark:
People 		  Glory to you, Lord Christ.

The Holy Gospel	
Mark 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23
When the Pharisees and some of the scribes who had come from Jerusalem gathered around him, they noticed that some of 
his disciples were eating with defiled hands, that is, without washing them. (For the Pharisees, and all the Jews, do not eat 
unless they thoroughly wash their hands, thus observing the tradition of the elders; and they do not eat anything from the 
market unless they wash it; and there are also many other traditions that they observe, the washing of cups, pots, and bronze 
kettles.) So the Pharisees and the scribes asked him, “Why do your disciples not live according to the tradition of the elders, 
but eat with defiled hands?” He said to them, “Isaiah prophesied rightly about you hypocrites, as it is written,
	 ‘This people honors me with their lips,
		  but their hearts are far from me;
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	 in vain do they worship me,
		  teaching human precepts as doctrines.’
You abandon the commandment of God and hold to human tradition.”
Then he called the crowd again and said to them, “Listen to me, all of you, and understand: there is nothing outside a person 
that by going in can defile, but the things that come out are what defile.” For it is from within, from the human heart, that 
evil intentions come: fornication, theft, murder, adultery, avarice, wickedness, deceit, licentiousness, envy, slander, pride, folly. 
All these evil things come from within, and they defile a person.”
Celebrant 	 The Gospel of the Lord.
People 		  Praise to you, Lord Christ.

THE SERMON
The Nicene Creed (Please stand as able) 
We believe in one God, 
	 the Father, the Almighty, 
	 maker of heaven and earth, 
	 of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
	 the only Son of God, 
	 eternally begotten of the Father, 
	 God from God, Light from Light, 
	 true God from true God, 
	 begotten, not made, 
	 of one Being with the Father. 
	 Through him all things were made. 
	 For us and for our salvation 
		  he came down from heaven: 
	 by the power of the Holy Spirit 
		  he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
		  and was made man. 
	 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
		  he suffered death and was buried. 
		  On the third day he rose again 
			       in accordance with the Scriptures; 
		  he ascended into heaven 
			       and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
	 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
		  and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
	 who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
	 With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
	 He has spoken through the Prophets. 
	 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
	 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
	 We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
		  and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 

The Prayers of the People The Leader and People pray responsively.
Made children and heirs of God’s promise, we pray for the church, the world, and all in need.
We pray for the church, that it is a safe haven for all who seek your presence. Fill it with bishops, pastors, deacons, and lay leaders 
who echo your expansive and generous welcome.  Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
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We pray for the whole of creation, that plants and animals have the habitat and resources to thrive and flourish. Inspire us to pro-
tect threatened habitats and ensure a sustainable future for generations to come.  Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
We pray for individuals in positions of authority. Raise up wise and discerning leaders in federal, state, and local governments and 
guide them to seek the benefit of every person.  Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
We pray for all who are in need. Support and encourage those who are unemployed, underemployed, or experiencing poverty. 
Bring food, shelter, clothes, and stability for daily life.  Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
We pray for this congregation, especially those beginning a new school year. Empower teachers and school administrators. Guide 
students in their learning and development. Accompany parents, foster parents, and caregivers who provide encouragement and 
love. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
We give thanks for the faithful departed who showed us how to honor God with our heart. Inspire us by their example and renew 
our faith, trusting that we will be united with them in glory.  Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Let us pray for our own needs and those of others, especially remembering those on our parish prayer list and those we name in 
our hearts.
(The congregation may add their own petitions either silently or aloud after the prayer list is read.)  
Receive these prayers, O God, and those in our hearts known only to you; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
(The Celebrant may add a concluding Collect.) 
The Confession of Sin (Please kneel as able or be seated) 
Reader 		  Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. (Silence may be kept) 
People 	 Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we 

have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not 
loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus 
Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the 
glory of your Name.  Amen. 

The Absolution 
Celebrant 	 Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all 

goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life.  Amen. 

The Peace (Please stand as able) 
Celebrant 	 The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People 		  And also with you.

The Holy Communion 
Being seated, we begin with a time of offering, giving money as a sign that our life serves God’s purposes and showing our gratitude for 
God’s many blessings.

Your faithful tithes and offerings are much needed and can be sent to:
 The Episcopal Church of St. John the Baptist, PO Box 441, Milton, DE  19968 OR

Securely online through our website - https://www.stjohnthebaptistmilton.org/give.html

Offertory Sentence & Interlude 
Doxology (The offering is presented as the Doxology is sung.  
                      Please stand as able) 

Offertory Hymn                          	 Please see page 10   		  	                   #313 | “Let Thy Blood in Mercy Poured”
WORDS: Isaac Watts (1674-1748).   Music: Louis Bourgeois, c. 1510–1561.

Praise         God,        from      whom         all             bless    -   ings        flow;

Praise    him,   all   crea -  tures    here    be  - low;   praise    him    a  -   bove,  ye

heaven  - ly      host:   praise      Fa    -  ther,    Son,     and         Ho  -    ly     Ghost.      A  -  men.
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The Great Thanksgiving 			                           	                               Eucharistic Prayer A
Celebrant 	      The Lord be with you.
People 		        And also with you.
Celebrant 	 Lift up your hearts.
People 		        We lift them to the Lord.
Celebrant 	 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People 		        It is right to give God thanks and praise.
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. 
For you are the source of light and life, you made us in your image, and called us to new life in Jesus Christ our Lord. Therefore 
we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to 
proclaim the glory of your Name:
Sanctus: Holy, holy, holy Lord 							           		         			        S129

The people may kneel as able, or be seated. The Celebrant continues. 
Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself, and, when we had fallen into sin and become subject to 
evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of 
us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all. 

He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world.
At the following words concerning the bread, the Celebrant is to hold it, or to lay a hand upon it; and at the words concerning the 
cup, to hold or place a hand upon the cup and any other vessel containing wine to be consecrated.
On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, 
he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance 
of me.” 
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is 
my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for 
the remembrance of me.” 
Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died.
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again.
The Celebrant continues. 
We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. Recalling his death, 
resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts.
Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the holy food and drink of new 
and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constan-
cy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom.
All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor 
and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. Amen. 
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Celebrant 	 And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to pray, 
People 	 Our Father, who art in heaven, 
		  hallowed be thy Name, 
		  thy kingdom come, 
		  thy will be done, 
		    on earth as it is in heaven. 
	 Give us this day our daily bread.
	 And forgive us our trespasses, 	
The Breaking of the Bread 
Celebrant 	 Alleluia! Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
People 	 Therefore let us keep the feast.  Alleluia! 
Celebrant 	 The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed on him in 
		  your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.
                             

Post Communion Prayer (Please kneel or be seated) 
Celebrant 	 Let us pray. 
People 	 Eternal God, heavenly Father,
	 you have graciously accepted us as living members 
	 of  your Son our Savior Jesus Christ,
	 and you have fed us with spiritual food
	 in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 
	 Send us now into the world in peace,
	 and grant us strength and courage
	 to love and serve you
	 with gladness and singleness of heart;
	 through Christ our Lord.  Amen.
Benediction (Please stand as able)

Recessional Hymn 			    	 Please see page 11	                #410 | “Praise, My Soul, the King of Heaven”
The Dismissal 
Celebrant 	 Let us go forth, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit.
People 		  Thanks be to God.
Postlude           Psalm XIX	 Benedetto Marcello

Please welcome the guest Celebrant, Pastor Karen Wamester, and guest organist, Ed Startt.

		  as we forgive those 
		    who trespass against us. 
	 And lead us not into temptation, 
		  but deliver us from evil.
	 For thine is the kingdom, 
		  and the power, and the glory, 
		  for ever and ever. Amen.

The Episcopal Church of St. John the Baptist subscribes to an all copyright release covering all content in this bulletin 
from One License with license No. A-727355.

The Rev. Thomas M. White, Rector
Mike McNamara, Acolyte
Robert Freeman, Youth Minister /Soloist
Jim Swago, Lay Reader
Scott Kresge, Organist/Videography/Streaming
Elizabeth Scheer, Videography/Streaming
Bel Gwiazdowski, Usher
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Processional Hymn					                                  “Praise to the Living God!”
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Sequence Hymn					      		        “O Master, Let Me Walk with Thee”
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Offertory Hymn				     	   	                     “Let Thy Blood in Mercy Poured”
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Recessional Hymn				    	   		    “Praise, My Soul, the King of Heaven”


