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St. John the Baptist

“Where All Are Welcome . . . No Exceptions!”

The Seventeenth Sunday
after Pentecost |
September 19, 2021

The Holy Eucharist
The Word of God

Prelude

Improvisation on “Shepherd of Souls”
Hymn Tune: St. Agnes
Percy E. Fletcher

Processional Hymn (Please stand as able)
Celebrant
People 		
Celebrant

Please see page 8

		

#362 | “Holy, Holy, Holy!”

Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the
thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Glory to God S280

Canticle of Praise: Glory to God 							
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The Collect of the Day			
Celebrant
The Lord be with you.
People 		
And also with you.
Celebrant
Let us pray.
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The Celebrant prays the Collect
Grant us, Lord, not to be anxious about earthly things, but to love things heavenly; and even now, while we are placed among
things that are passing away, to hold fast to those that shall endure; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
People
Amen.
First Reading (Please be seated) 					
Reader
A Reading from Jeremiah:
Introduction to the First Reading
This text tells of the suffering of the prophet Jeremiah, who announced God’s word but was met with intense opposition and persecution. Amid his suffering, the prophet continues to trust in God.

Jeremiah 11:18-20

It was the Lord who made it known to me, and I knew;
then you showed me their evil deeds.
But I was like a gentle lamb
led to the slaughter.
And I did not know it was against me
that they devised schemes, saying,
“Let us destroy the tree with its fruit,
let us cut him off from the land of the living,
so that his name will no longer be remembered!”
But you, O Lord of hosts, who judge righteously,
who try the heart and the mind,
let me see your retribution upon them,
for to you I have committed my cause.

Reader		
People 		

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Psalm of the Day







God

Psalm 54

       

is

my

Save me, O God, by your Name;
in your might, defend my cause.
Hear my prayer, O God;
give ear to the words of my mouth.
For the arrogant have risen up against me,
and the ruthless have sought my life,
those who have no regard for God.

help



er;

the

[ANT.]

 



Lord sus





tains my



life.

Behold, God is my helper;
it is the Lord who sustains my life.
Render evil to those who spy on me;
in your faithfulness, destroy them.

[ANT.]

I will offer you a freewill sacrifice
and praise your Name, O Lord, for it is good.
For you have rescued me from every trouble,
and my eye has seen the ruin of my foes.

[ANT.]

From A Hymn Tune Psalter, Revised Common Lectionary Edition© 2007 by Carl P. Daw, Jr.
and Kevin R. Hackett. Church Publishing Incorporated.
All rights reserved Used by permission.

Second Reading 						
Reader

A Reading from the Letter of James:
Introduction to the Second Reading
The wisdom of God, James writes, unites our hearts and minds. Rather than living to satisfy our own wants and desires, we
manifest this wisdom in peace, gentleness, mercy, and impartiality toward others.

James 3:13-4:3, 7-8a

Who is wise and understanding among you? Show by your good life that your works are done with gentleness born of wisdom. But
if you have bitter envy and selfish ambition in your hearts, do not be boastful and false to the truth. Such wisdom does not come
down from above, but is earthly, unspiritual, devilish. For where there is envy and selfish ambition, there will also be disorder and
wickedness of every kind. But the wisdom from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, willing to yield, full of mercy and good
fruits, without a trace of partiality or hypocrisy. And a harvest of righteousness is sown in peace for those who make peace.
Those conflicts and disputes among you, where do they come from? Do they not come from your cravings that are at war within you? You want something and do not have it; so you commit murder. And you covet something and cannot obtain it; so you
engage in disputes and conflicts. You do not have, because you do not ask. You ask and do not receive, because you ask wrongly, in
order to spend what you get on your pleasures.
Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. Draw near to God, and he will draw near to you.

Reader		
People 		

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Sequence Hymn (Please stand as able) - Please see page 9		
#660 | “O Master, Let Me Walk with Thee”
Celebrant
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to St. Mark:
People 		
Glory to you, Lord Christ.
The Holy Gospel

Mark 9:30-37

Jesus and his disciples passed through Galilee. He did not want anyone to know it; for he was teaching his disciples, saying to
them, “The Son of Man is to be betrayed into human hands, and they will kill him, and three days after being killed, he will
rise again.” But they did not understand what he was saying and were afraid to ask him.
Then they came to Capernaum; and when he was in the house he asked them, “What were you arguing about on the way?”
But they were silent, for on the way they had argued with one another who was the greatest. He sat down, called the twelve,
and said to them, “Whoever wants to be first must be last of all and servant of all.” Then he took a little child and put it
among them; and taking it in his arms, he said to them, “Whoever welcomes one such child in my name welcomes me, and
whoever welcomes me welcomes not me but the one who sent me.”

Celebrant
People 		

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.
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THE SERMON
The Nicene Creed (Please stand as able)
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
		 he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit
		 he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
		 and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
		 he suffered death and was buried.
		 On the third day he rose again
			 in accordance with the Scriptures;
		 he ascended into heaven
			 and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
		 and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
		 and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Anthem - “Brother James’ Air” Music: James Leith MacBeth Bain & Words: Psalm 23 from the Scottish Psalter (1650)
Vocalist: Rebecca Frankum Accompanist: Scott Kresge
The Prayers of the People The Leader and People pray responsively.
Made children and heirs of God’s promise, we pray for the church, the world, and all in need.
God of community, we pray for the church around the world. Unite us in our love for you. Help us overcome our divisions, that we are encouraged to work together for your sake. Lord, in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.
God of creation, we pray for this hurting earth. Awaken in us a new desire to care for this world and empower us to
support agencies, organizations, and individual efforts to heal our environment. Lord, in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.

God of cooperation, we pray for nations of the world embroiled in conflict. Inspire leaders to listen to each other and
work towards peaceful solutions to disagreements. Protect the vulnerable, especially children, who cannot find safety in
their home or country. Lord, in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.
4

God of comfort, we pray for all who live with mental or physical illness. Help them find appropriate care. Bring healing
and wholeness when the path forward seems bleak. Lord, in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.
God of compassion, we pray for the young people of this congregation. Renew in us your call to welcome the children
in our midst. As they grow, strengthen their faith and our commitment to them. Lord, in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.

God of consolation, we give you thanks for our loved ones who have died and pray for all who grieve today. Shine your
grace on all your saints. Lord, in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.

Let us pray for our own needs and those of others, especially remembering those on our parish prayer list and those we
name in our hearts.
(The congregation may add their own petitions either silently or aloud after the prayer list is read.)

Receive these prayers, O God, and those in our hearts known only to you; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
(The Celebrant may add a concluding Collect.)

The Confession of Sin (Please kneel as able or be seated)
Reader 		
People

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. (Silence may be kept)

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we
have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not
loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus
Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the
glory of your Name. Amen.

The Absolution
Celebrant

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all
goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.

The Peace (Please stand as able)
Celebrant
People 		

The peace of the Lord be always with you.

And also with you.

The Holy Communion

Being seated, we begin with a time of offering, giving money as a sign that our life serves God’s purposes and showing our gratitude for
God’s many blessings.
Your faithful tithes and offerings are much needed and can be sent to:
The Episcopal Church of St. John the Baptist, PO Box 441, Milton, DE 19968 OR
Securely online through our website - https://www.stjohnthebaptistmilton.org/give.html

Offertory Sentence & Interlude
Doxology (The offering is presented as the Doxology is sung.

Praise

Please stand as able)
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Offertory Hymn
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WORDS: Isaac Watts (1674-1748). Music: Louis Bourgeois, c. 1510–1561.

Ghost.

A - men.

#343 | “Shepherd of Souls”

Please see page 10		
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The Great Thanksgiving 			
Celebrant
People 			
Celebrant
People 			
Celebrant
People 			

“Enriching Our Worship,” Prayer 2

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give God thanks and praise.

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.
For you are the source of light and life, you made us in your image, and called us to new life in Jesus Christ our Lord. Therefore
we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to
proclaim the glory of your Name:
Sanctus: Holy, holy, holy Lord 							
				
Hymnal S130
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The people may kneel as able, or be seated. The Celebrant continues.
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Glory and honor and praise to you, holy and living God. To deliver us from the power of sin and death and to reveal the riches of
your grace, you looked with favor upon Mary, your willing servant, that she might conceive and bear a son, Jesus, the holy child of
God. Living among us, Jesus loved us. He broke bread with outcasts and sinners, healed the sick, and proclaimed good news to
the poor. He yearned to draw all the world to himself yet we were heedless of his call to walk in love. Then, the time came for him
to complete upon the cross the sacrifice of his life, and to be glorified by you.
At the following words concerning the bread, the Celebrant is to hold it, or to lay a hand upon it; and at the words concerning the cup, to
hold or place a hand upon the cup and any other vessel containing wine to be consecrated.

On the night before he died for us, Jesus was at table with his friends. He took bread, gave thanks to you, broke it, and gave it to
them, and said: “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”

As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine. Again, he gave thanks to you, gave it to them, and said: “Drink this, all of you:
This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is poured out for you and for all for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it,
do this for the remembrance of me.”

Now gathered at your table, O God of all creation, and remembering Christ, crucified and risen, who was and is and is to come, we
offer to you our gifts of bread and wine, and ourselves, a living sacrifice.
Pour out your Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the Body and Blood of Christ. Breathe your Spirit over the whole earth
and make us your new creation, the Body of Christ given for the world you have made.

In the fullness of time bring us, with [___________ and] all your saints, from every tribe and language and people and nation, to
feast at the banquet prepared from the foundation of the world.
Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, to you be honor, glory, and praise, forever and ever.
Amen.
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Celebrant
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to pray,
		 as we forgive those
People
Our Father, who art in heaven,
who trespass against us.
		 hallowed be thy Name, 		
And lead us not into temptation,
		 thy kingdom come,
		
but deliver us from evil.
		 thy will be done,
For thine is the kingdom,
		
on earth as it is in heaven.
		
and the power, and the glory,
Give us this day our daily bread.
		 for ever and ever. Amen.
And forgive us our trespasses,
The Breaking of the Bread
Celebrant
People
Celebrant
		

Alleluia! Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia!

The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed on him in
your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.

Post Communion Prayer (Please kneel or be seated)
Celebrant
People

Let us pray.

Benediction

Eternal God, heavenly Father,
you have graciously accepted us as living members
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ,
and you have fed us with spiritual food
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.
Send us now into the world in peace,
and grant us strength and courage
to love and serve you
with gladness and singleness of heart;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

May the Spirit of truth lead you into all truth, giving you grace to confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, and to proclaim the wonderful
works of God; and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you, and remain with you
always. Amen.

Recessional Hymn (Please stand as able)
The Dismissal
Celebrant
People 		

Postlude

Please see pages 11

#477 | “All Praise to Thee”

Let us go forth, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit.

Thanks be to God.
“Pastorale in G”

Charles Wesley

Please warmly welcome the guest Celebrant and Homilist, Pastor Karen DeWerth Wamester.

The Episcopal Church of St. John the Baptist subscribes to an all copyright release covering all content in this bulletin
from One License with license No. A-727355.

The Rev. Thomas M. White, Rector
Eric Valentine, Acolyte
Robert Freeman, Youth Minister /Soloist
J. Edwin Stout, Lay Reader
Scott Kresge, Organist/Videography/Streaming
Rebecca Frankum, Cantor/Soloist
Elizabeth Scheer, Videography/Streaming
Mary Moubray, Usher
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Processional Hymn					
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“Holy, Holy, Holy!”

Sequence Hymn					
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“O Master, Let Me Walk with Thee”

Offertory Hymn				
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“Shepherd of Souls”

Recessional Hymn				
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“All Praise to Thee”

