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St. John the BaptistOF
“Where All Are Welcome . . . No Exceptions!”

Processional Hymn (Please stand as able) 	        Please see page 8                                            #437 | “Tell Out, My Soul!” 
Children’s Chat - Robert Freeman
Celebrant 	 Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
People 		  And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever.  Amen.
Celebrant 	 Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the 

thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthi-
ly magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

Canticle of Praise: Glory to God 							           	             	           Hymnal S280
Glory to God S280
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The Seventeenth Sunday
after Pentecost

Proper 21
September 27, 2020

The Holy Eucharist 
The Word of God

Prelude              Voluntary 'Wondrous Love'                      Greg Bottomley
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The Collect of the Day			   					         
Celebrant 	 The Lord be with you.
People 		  And also with you.
Celebrant 	 Let us pray.
The Celebrant prays the Collect
O God, you declare your almighty power chiefly in showing mercy and pity: Grant us the fullness of your grace, that we, running 
to obtain your promises, may become partakers of your heavenly treasure; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 
People	 Amen.
 

First Reading (Please be seated) 					             	                   
Reader	  	 A Reading from Ezekiel:

Introduction to the First Reading 
In this First Reading, the Lord God insists that individuals are responsible for their own sins and that the people must now repent, no lon-
ger blaming their troubles on the sins of their parents.  The Lord wants the people to turn away from iniquity and live.

Ezekiel 18:1-4,25-32 
The word of the Lord came to me: What do you mean by repeating this proverb concerning the land of Israel, “The parents have 
eaten sour grapes, and the children’s teeth are set on edge”? As I live, says the Lord God, this proverb shall no more be used by you 
in Israel. Know that all lives are mine; the life of the parent as well as the life of the child is mine: it is only the person who sins 
that shall die.
Yet you say, “The way of the Lord is unfair.” Hear now, O house of Israel: Is my way unfair? Is it not your ways that are unfair? 
When the righteous turn away from their righteousness and commit iniquity, they shall die for it; for the iniquity that they have 
committed they shall die. Again, when the wicked turn away from the wickedness they have committed and do what is lawful 
and right, they shall save their life. Because they considered and turned away from all the transgressions that they had committed, 
they shall surely live; they shall not die. Yet the house of Israel says, “The way of the Lord is unfair.” O house of Israel, are my ways 
unfair? Is it not your ways that are unfair?
Therefore I will judge you, O house of Israel, all of you according to your ways, says the Lord God. Repent and turn from all your 
transgressions; otherwise iniquity will be your ruin. Cast away from you all the transgressions that you have committed against 
me, and get yourselves a new heart and a new spirit! Why will you die, O house of Israel? For I have no pleasure in the death of 
anyone, says the Lord God. Turn, then, and live.
Reader		  The Word of the Lord.
People 		  Thanks be to God.

Glory to God S280
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Second Reading 						    
Reader	  	 A Reading from the Letter of Paul to the Philippians:

Introduction to the Second Reading 
As part of his call for harmony, Paul uses a very early Christian hymn that extols the selflessness of Christ in his obedient death 
on the cross. This selflessness is the foundation of Christian accord.
Philippians 2:1-13 
If then there is any encouragement in Christ, any consolation from love, any sharing in the Spirit, any compassion and 
sympathy, make my joy complete: be of the same mind, having the same love, being in full accord and of one mind. Do 
nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility regard others as better than yourselves. Let each of you look 
not to your own interests, but to the interests of others. Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, who, 
though he was in the form of God, did not regard equality with God as something to be exploited, but emptied himself,
taking the form of a slave, being born in human likeness.  And being found in human form, he humbled himself and 
became obedient to the point of death--even death on a cross.  Therefore God also highly exalted him and gave him the 
name that is above every name, so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bend, in heaven and on earth and under 
the earth, and every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.  Therefore, my 
beloved, just as you have always obeyed me, not only in my presence, but much more now in my absence, work out your 
own salvation with fear and trembling; for it is God who is at work in you, enabling you both to will and to work for his 
good pleasure.
Reader		  The Word of the Lord.
People 		  Thanks be to God.
Sequence Hymn (Please stand as able) - Please see page 9	     	                 #574 | “Before Thy Throne, O God, We Kneel”
Celebrant 	 The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to St. Matthew:
People 		  Glory to you, Lord Christ.

The Holy Gospel (The Gospel is carried into the congregation so that we remember it is our Good News to hear and to share.)

Matthew 21:23-32 
When Jesus entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people came to him as he was teaching, and said, 
“By what authority are you doing these things, and who gave you this authority?” Jesus said to them, “I will also ask you 

Psalm 25: 1-8

From A Hymn Tune Psalter, Revised Common Lectionary Edition© 2007 by Carl P. Daw, Jr.
and Kevin R. Hackett. Church Publishing Incorporated.

All rights reserved Used by permission. 

Psalm of the Day

Psalm 25 Melody Line
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To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul;   
       my God, I put my trust in you; 
let me not be humiliated,    

nor let my enemies triumph over me.
Let none who look to you be put to shame;     

let the treacherous be disappointed in their schemes.[ANT.]

Show me your ways, O Lord,     
and teach me your paths.

Lead me in your truth and teach me,      
for you are the God of my salvation;
in you have I trusted all the day long.	      [ANT.]

Remember, O Lord, your compassion and love,    
       for they are from everlasting.
Remember not the sins of my youth and my transgressions;     

remember me according to your love
and for the sake of your goodness, O Lord.	 [ANT.]

Gracious and upright is the Lord;   
therefore he teaches sinners in his way.

He guides the humble in doing right    
and teaches his way to the lowly.	 [ANT.]
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one question; if you tell me the answer, then I will also tell you by what authority I do these things. Did the baptism of 
John come from heaven, or was it of human origin?” And they argued with one another, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’ he 
will say to us, ‘Why then did you not believe him?’ But if we say, ‘Of human origin,’ we are afraid of the crowd; for all 
regard John as a prophet.” So they answered Jesus, “We do not know.” And he said to them, “Neither will I tell you by 
what authority I am doing these things.

“What do you think? A man had two sons; he went to the first and said, ‘Son, go and work in the vineyard today.’ He 
answered, ‘I will not’; but later he changed his mind and went. The father went to the second and said the same; and he 
answered, ‘I go, sir’; but he did not go. Which of the two did the will of his father?” They said, “The first.” Jesus said to 
them, “Truly I tell you, the tax collectors and the prostitutes are going into the kingdom of God ahead of you. For John 
came to you in the way of righteousness and you did not believe him, but the tax collectors and the prostitutes believed 
him; and even after you saw it, you did not change your minds and believe him.
Celebrant 	 The Gospel of the Lord.
People 		  Praise to you, Lord Christ.

THE SERMON
The Nicene Creed (Please stand as able) 
We believe in one God, 
	 the Father, the Almighty, 
	 maker of heaven and earth, 
	 of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
	 the only Son of God, 
	 eternally begotten of the Father, 
	 God from God, Light from Light, 
	 true God from true God, 
	 begotten, not made, 
	 of one Being with the Father. 
	 Through him all things were made. 
	 For us and for our salvation 
		  he came down from heaven: 
	 by the power of the Holy Spirit 
		  he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
		  and was made man. 
	 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
		  he suffered death and was buried. 
		  On the third day he rose again 
			       in accordance with the Scriptures; 
		  he ascended into heaven 
			       and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
	 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
		  and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
	 who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
	 With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
	 He has spoken through the Prophets. 
	 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
	 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
	 We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
		  and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 
The Prayers of the People The Leader and People pray responsively.
In turning to the ways of God our lives are saved from the grip of the Evil One, and the humility of love lightens our path.
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For the grace to move from grumbling to shared responsibility, from accusation to a search for truth, from humiliation and shame 
to God’s compassion and mercy; let us pray.
Lord, hear our prayer.
That we may bear witness to the wonderful works of God, so that our children and the generations to come may walk in the path 
of faith and announce the mystery of faith through their lives; let us pray.
Lord, hear our prayer.
That we may bend the knee of our hearts to those who live in despair and great need, knowing that they are Christ to us, a gift of 
the Holy Spirit who fills us with compassion, and transforms the way we live; let us pray.
Lord, hear our prayer.
For those who work at night, staying awake while others sleep guarding our streets, and healing the sick, that they may labor in 
safety and receive the rest that prepares them for another round; let us pray.
Lord, hear our prayer.
For all in this country who hold positions of leadership in government that they may be honest and vigilant in their duties, know-
ing that their decisions affect the peoples of our land, and of the nations of the world; let us pray.
Lord, hear our prayer.
For those who have died and now reside on another shore and in a greater light, that their faith may inspire our own, and their 
generosity encourage the way in which we use our gifts; let us pray.
Lord, hear our prayer.
Let us continue our prayers for all who live in the shadows of life and those who have commended themselves for our remem-
brance. Let us pray for our own needs and those of others, especially remembering those on our parish prayer list and those we 
name in our hearts.
(The congregation may add their own petitions either silently or aloud after the prayer list is read.)  

(The Celebrant may add a concluding Collect.) 
The Confession of Sin (Please kneel as able or be seated) 
Reader 		  Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. (Silence may be kept) 

People 	 Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we 
have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not 
loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus 
Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the 
glory of your Name.  Amen. 

The Absolution 
Celebrant 	 Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all 

goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life.  Amen. 
The Peace (Please stand as able) 
Celebrant 	 The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People 		  And also with you.

The Holy Communion 
Being seated, we begin with a time of offering, giving money as a sign that our life serves God’s purposes and showing our gratitude for 
God’s many blessings.

Your faithful tithes and offerings are much needed and can be sent to:
 The Episcopal Church of St. John the Baptist, PO Box 441, Milton, DE  19968 OR

Securely online through our website - https://www.stjohnthebaptistmilton.org/give.html

Offertory Sentence & Interlude 
Doxology (The offering is presented as the Doxology is sung.  
                      Please stand as able) 

Offertory Hymn                          	 Please see page 10	        	 	                                #439 | “What Wondrous Love is This”
WORDS: Isaac Watts (1674-1748).   Music: Louis Bourgeois, c. 1510–1561.

Praise         God,        from      whom         all             bless    -   ings        flow;

Praise    him,   all   crea -  tures    here    be  - low;   praise    him    a  -   bove,  ye

heaven  - ly      host:   praise      Fa    -  ther,    Son,     and         Ho  -    ly     Ghost.      A  -  men.



6

The Great Thanksgiving 			                           	                               Eucharistic Prayer B
Celebrant 	      The Lord be with you.
People 		        And also with you.
Celebrant 	 Lift up your hearts.
People 		        We lift them to the Lord.
Celebrant 	 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People 		         It is right to give God thanks and praise.
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth, 
through Christ our Lord; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of 
everlasting life.
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this 
hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:

Sanctus - Land of Rest Melody Line
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Sanctus: Holy, holy, holy Lord

The people may kneel as able, or be seated. The Celebrant continues. 

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us in creation; in the calling of Israel to 
be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last 
days you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have delivered 
us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In him, you have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into righ-
teousness, out of death into life.

At the following words concerning the bread, the Celebrant is to hold it, or to lay a hand upon it; and at the words concerning the 
cup, to hold or place a hand upon the cup and any other vessel containing wine to be consecrated.
On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave 
it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is 
my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for 
the remembrance of me.”
Therefore, according to his command, O Father, 
We remember his death,
We proclaim his resurrection,
We await his coming in glory;
The Celebrant continues. 
And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to you, from your creation, this bread and 
this wine.
We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the Sacrament of the Body of Christ and 
his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by 

                                                                              Music: Land of Rest, American folk melody; arr. Marcia Pruner, harm. Annabel Morris Buchanan (1889-1983)
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the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly country where, 
with [                           and] all your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and the author of our salvation.
By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. 
Amen. 
Celebrant 	 And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to pray, 
People 	 Our Father, who art in heaven, 
		  hallowed be thy Name, 
		  thy kingdom come, 
		  thy will be done, 
		    on earth as it is in heaven. 
	 Give us this day our daily bread.

The Breaking of the Bread 
Celebrant 	 Alleluia! Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
People 	 Therefore let us keep the feast.  Alleluia! 
A Prayer for Spiritual Communion
	      Lord Jesus, I believe that you are truly present in the Blessed Sacrament of the Altar.  I love you above all things 

and long for you in my soul.  Since I cannot now receive you sacramentally, come spiritually into my heart and my soul.  
As though you have already come, I embrace you and unite myself entirely to you; never permit me to be separated 
from you, my Lord and my God! Amen.

Distribution Anthem - “I Am the Bread of Life”  Text & Music: Suzanne Toolan 
                                              (Based on John 6)               © 1993 GIA Publications, Inc.
                                                    Vocalist: Robert Freeman  Accompanist:  Scott Kresge
Post Communion Prayer (Please kneel or be seated) 
Celebrant 	 Let us pray. 
People 	      Almighty God, Father of all mercies, we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks for all your goodness and 

loving kindness to us and to all whom you have made.
	      We bless you for our creation, preservation, and all the blessings of this life; but above all for your immeasurable love 

in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ; for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory.
	      And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your presence, that as we lament our separation from one another, we 

may continually show forth your praise, not only with our lips, but in our lives, by giving up our selves to your service, 
and by walking before you in holiness and righteousness all our days; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with 
you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen.

Benediction 

Recessional Hymn (Please stand as able) 	 Please see pages 11  	    	                     #556 | “Rejoice, Ye Pure in Heart!”
The Dismissal 
Celebrant 	 Let us go forth, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit.
People 		  Thanks be to God.
Postlude      "Voluntary VIII"     John Stanley

The Altar Flowers are given to the glory of God and in loving memory of Jane Duffield by her beloved friend Adalee Flaherty.

“A life well lived is a precious gift of hope, strength and grace. To someone who has made our world a brighter, better place. Thank 
you, Jane. My heart is filled with many wondrous memories.” Addie

The Episcopal Church of St. John the Baptist subscribes to an all copyright release covering all content in this bulletin 
from One License with license No. A-727355.

The Rev. Thomas M. White, Rector
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Robert Freeman, Cantor/Soloist
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	 And forgive us our trespasses,
	       as we forgive those 
		    who trespass against us. 
	 And lead us not into temptation, 
		  but deliver us from evil.
	 For thine is the kingdom, 
		  and the power, and the glory, 
		  for ever and ever. Amen. 	
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Processional Hymn					                                              “Tell out, My Soul”
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Sequence Hymn					      		     “Before Thy Throne, O God, We Kneel”
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Offertory Hymn					      	                          “What Wondrous Love is This”
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Recessional Hymn					                                          “Rejoice, Ye Pure in Heart!”


