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St. John the BaptistOF
“Where All Are Welcome . . . No Exceptions!”

Processional Hymn (Please stand as able)         Please see page 9                           #376 | “Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee” 
Children’s Chat - Robert Freeman
Celebrant  Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
People   And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever.  Amen.
Celebrant  There is one Body and one Spirit;
People   There is one hope in God’s call to us; 
Celebrant  One Lord, one Faith, one Baptism;
People   One God and Father of all.
The Collect of the Day            
Celebrant  The Lord be with you.
People   And also with you.
Celebrant  Let us pray.
The Celebrant prays the Collect
Almighty and everlasting God, you are always more ready to hear than we to pray, and to give more than we either desire or de-
serve: Pour upon us the abundance of your mercy, forgiving us those things of which our conscience is afraid, and giving us those 
good things for which we are not worthy to ask, except through the merits and mediation of Jesus Christ our Savior; who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever. 
People Amen.
 
First Reading (Please be seated)                                 
Reader   A Reading from Genesis:

Introduction to the First Reading 
This reading stresses that people are not meant to live in isolation but in relationship. Out of love for humanity, God provides compan-
ionship. Woman was not created from the ground but from the essence of man, affirming equality.

Genesis 2:18-24
The Lord God said, “It is not good that the man should be alone; I will make him a helper as his partner.” So out of the ground the 
Lord God formed every animal of the field and every bird of the air, and brought them to the man to see what he would call them; 
and whatever the man called every living creature, that was its name. The man gave names to all cattle, and to the birds of the air, 
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and to every animal of the field; but for the man there was not found a helper as his partner. So the Lord God caused a deep sleep 
to fall upon the man, and he slept; then he took one of his ribs and closed up its place with flesh. And the rib that the Lord God 
had taken from the man he made into a woman and brought her to the man. Then the man said,
 “This at last is bone of my bones 
  and flesh of my flesh;
 this one shall be called Woman,
  for out of Man this one was taken.”
Therefore a man leaves his father and his mother and clings to his wife, and they become one flesh.

Reader  The Word of the Lord.
People   Thanks be to God.

Second Reading       
Reader   A Reading from the Letter to the Hebrews:

Introduction to the Second Reading 
This reading stresses that people are not meant to live in isolation but in relationship. Out of love for humanity, God provides 
companionship. Woman was not created from the ground but from the essence of man, affirming equality.
Hebrews 1:1-4; 2:5-12
Long ago God spoke to our ancestors in many and various ways by the prophets, but in these last days he has spoken to us 
by a Son, whom he appointed heir of all things, through whom he also created the worlds. He is the reflection of God’s glory 
and the exact imprint of God’s very being, and he sustains all things by his powerful word. When he had made purification 
for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high, having become as much superior to angels as the name he has 
inherited is more excellent than theirs.
Now God did not subject the coming world, about which we are speaking, to angels. But someone has testified somewhere,
 “What are human beings that you are mindful of them, 
  or mortals, that you care for them?
 You have made them for a little while lower than the angels; 
  you have crowned them with glory and honor, 
  subjecting all things under their feet.”
Now in subjecting all things to them, God left nothing outside their control. As it is, we do not yet see everything in subjec-
tion to them, but we do see Jesus, who for a little while was made lower than the angels, now crowned with glory and honor 
because of the suffering of death, so that by the grace of God he might taste death for everyone.
It was fitting that God, for whom and through whom all things exist, in bringing many children to glory, should make the 
pioneer of their salvation perfect through sufferings. For the one who sanctifies and those who are sanctified all have one 
Father. For this reason Jesus is not ashamed to call them brothers and sisters, saying,
 “I will proclaim your name to my brothers and sisters, 
  in the midst of the congregation I will praise you.”
Reader  The Word of the Lord.
People   Thanks be to God.

Psalm 8 Melody Line

                       
all the world!Name ined is yourhowex alter nor,Lord our GovO

  Psalm 8

From A Hymn Tune Psalter, Revised Common Lectionary Edition© 2007 by Carl P. Daw, Jr.
and Kevin R. Hackett. Church Publishing Incorporated.

All rights reserved Used by permission. 

Psalm of the Day

Out of the mouths of infants and children   
       your majesty is praised above the heavens.
You have set up a stronghold against your adversaries,   

to quell the enemy and the avenger. [ANT.]

When I consider your heavens, the work of your fingers,     
the moon and the stars you have set in their courses,

What is man that you should be mindful of him?    
the son of man that you should seek him out [ANT.]

You have made him but little lower than the angels;      
you adorn him with glory and honor;

You give him mastery over the works of your hands;  
you put all things under his feet:

All sheep and oxen,       
even the wild beasts of the field,

The birds of the air, the fish of the sea,   
and whatsoever walks in the paths of the sea. [ANT.]
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Sequence Hymn (Please stand as able) - Please see page 10                                    #416 | “For the Beauty of the Earth”
Celebrant  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to St. Mark:
People   Glory to you, Lord Christ.

The Holy Gospel 
Mark 10:2-16
Some Pharisees came, and to test Jesus they asked, “Is it lawful for a man to divorce his wife?” He answered them, “What did 
Moses command you?” They said, “Moses allowed a man to write a certificate of dismissal and to divorce her.” But Jesus said 
to them, “Because of your hardness of heart he wrote this commandment for you. But from the beginning of creation, ‘God 
made them male and female.’ ‘For this reason a man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife, and the two 
shall become one flesh.’ So they are no longer two, but one flesh. Therefore what God has joined together, let no one sepa-
rate.”
Then in the house the disciples asked him again about this matter. He said to them, “Whoever divorces his wife and marries 
another commits adultery against her; and if she divorces her husband and marries another, she commits adultery.”
People were bringing little children to him in order that he might touch them; and the disciples spoke sternly to them. But 
when Jesus saw this, he was indignant and said to them, “Let the little children come to me; do not stop them; for it is to 
such as these that the kingdom of God belongs. Truly I tell you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of God as a little 
child will never enter it.” And he took them up in his arms, laid his hands on them, and blessed them.
Celebrant  The Gospel of the Lord.
People   Praise to you, Lord Christ.

THE SERMON
Anthem - “Shepherd Me O God”  Music: Marty Haugen  & Words: Psalm 23 para. by Marty Haugen
                             Vocalist: Rebecca Frankum & Robert Freeman  Accompanist:  Scott Kresge
Baptism Hymn (Please stand as able) - Please see page 11 Verses 1 & 2                    #296 | “We Know That Christ is Raised”

Presentation of the Candidate
The Celebrant says
The Candidate for Holy Baptism will now be presented.

Infants and Younger Children
Then the candidates who are unable to answer for themselves are presented individually by their Parents and Godparents, as follows

Parents and Godparents
I present Emily Mae Howard to receive the Sacrament of Holy Baptism.

The Celebrant asks the parents and godparents
Will you be responsible for seeing that the child you present is brought up in the Christian faith and life?

Parents and Godparents
I will, with God’s help.

Celebrant
Will you by your prayers and witness help this child to grow into the full stature of Christ?

Parents and Godparents
I will, with God’s help.

Then the Celebrant asks the parents and godparents who speak on behalf of the infant

Question Do you renounce Satan and all the spiritual forces of wickedness that rebel against God?
Answer I renounce them.

Question Do you renounce the evil powers of this world which corrupt and destroy the creatures of God?
Answer I renounce them.

Question Do you renounce all sinful desires that draw you from the love of God?
Answer I renounce them.

Question Do you turn to Jesus Christ and accept him as your Savior?
Answer I do.
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Question Do you put your whole trust in his grace and love?
Answer I do.

Question Do you promise to follow and obey him as your Lord?
Answer I do.

Question Will you who witness Emily’s Baptism do all in your power to support her life in Christ?
People: We will.

Let us now renew our own baptismal covenant.

The Baptismal Covenant
Celebrant Do you believe in God the Father?
People:   I believe in God, the Father almighty,
      creator of heaven and earth.

Celebrant Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?
People:   I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
      He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
          and born of the Virgin Mary.
      He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
          was crucified, died, and was buried.
      He descended to the dead.
      On the third day he rose again.
      He ascended into heaven,
          and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
      He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

Celebrant Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?
People:   I believe in the Holy Spirit,
      the holy catholic Church,
      the communion of saints,
      the forgiveness of sins,
      the resurrection of the body,
      and the life everlasting.

Celebrant Will you continue in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, in the breaking of the bread, and in the prayers?
People:   I will, with God’s help.

Celebrant Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever you fall into sin, repent 
  and return to the Lord?
People:   I will, with God’s help.

Celebrant Will you proclaim by word and example the Good News of God in Christ?
People:   I will, with God’s help.

Celebrant Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your neighbor as 
  yourself?
People:   I will, with God’s help.

Celebrant Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect the dignity 
  of every human being?
People:   I will, with God’s help.

Prayers for the Candidate
The Celebrant then says to those present

Let us now pray for this child who is to receive the Sacrament of new birth.

A Person appointed leads the following petitions
Leader   Deliver Emily, O Lord, from the way of sin and death.
People:   Lord, hear our prayer.

Leader   Open her heart to your grace and truth.
People:   Lord, hear our prayer.
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Leader   Fill Emily with your holy and life-giving Spirit.
People:   Lord, hear our prayer.

Leader   Keep her in the faith and communion of your holy Church.
People:   Lord, hear our prayer.

Leader   Teach Emily to love others in the power of the Spirit.
People:   Lord, hear our prayer.

Leader   Send her into the world in witness to your love.
People:   Lord, hear our prayer.

Leader   Bring Emily to the fullness of your peace and glory.
People:   Lord, hear our prayer.

The Celebrant says
Grant, O Lord, that all who are baptized into the death of Jesus Christ your Son may live in the power of his resurrection and look for 
him to come again in glory; who lives and reigns now and forever. Amen.

Thanksgiving over the Water

The Celebrant blesses the water, first saying
Celebrant:  The Lord be with you.
People:   And also with you.
Celebrant:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People:   It is right to give God thanks and praise.

Celebrant
We thank you, Almighty God, for the gift of water. Over it the Holy Spirit moved in the beginning of creation. Through it you led the 
children of Israel out of their bondage in Egypt into the land of promise. In it your Son Jesus received the baptism of John and was 
anointed by the Holy Spirit as the Messiah, the Christ, to lead us, through his death and resurrection, from the bondage of sin into 
everlasting life.
We thank you, Father, for the water of Baptism. In it we are buried with Christ in his death. By it we share in his resurrection. Through 
it we are reborn by the Holy Spirit. Therefore in joyful obedience to your Son, we bring into his fellowship those who come to him in 
faith, baptizing them in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

At the following words, the Celebrant touches the water
Now sanctify this water, we pray you, by the power of your Holy Spirit, that Emily who here is cleansed from sin and born again may 
continue forever in the risen life of Jesus Christ our Savior.

To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and forever. Amen.

The Baptism
Parents: We present Emily Mae Howard to receive the Sacrament of Holy Baptism.
Emily Mae Howard, I baptize you in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
People: Amen.

Let us pray.
Heavenly Father, we thank you that by water and the Holy Spirit you have bestowed upon this your servant the forgiveness of sin, and 
have raised her to the new life of grace. Sustain her, O Lord, in your Holy Spirit. Give her an inquiring and discerning heart, the cour-
age to will and to persevere, a spirit to know and to love you, and the gift of joy and wonder in all your works. Amen.

Then the Priest places a hand on the child’s head, marking on the forehead the sign of the cross, using the Chrism, and saying:
Emily Mae Howard, you are sealed by the Holy Spirit in Baptism and marked as Christ’s own forever. Amen.

The Celebrant presents the baptismal candle to one parent and says
Jesus said, “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will have the light of life.”

When all have been baptized, the Celebrant says
Let us welcome the newly baptized.

Celebrant and People
We receive you, Emily, into the household of God. Confess the faith of Christ crucified, proclaim his resurrection, and share with us in 
his eternal priesthood.

Celebrant   The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People:   And also with you.
Baptism Hymn (Please stand as able) - Please see page 11 Verses 3 & 4                    #296 | “We Know That Christ is Raised”



6

WORDS: Isaac Watts (1674-1748).   Music: Louis Bourgeois, c. 1510–1561.

Praise         God,        from      whom         all             bless    -   ings        flow;

Praise    him,   all   crea -  tures    here    be  - low;   praise    him    a  -   bove,  ye

heaven  - ly      host:   praise      Fa    -  ther,    Son,     and         Ho  -    ly     Ghost.      A  -  men.

The Prayers of the People The Leader and People pray responsively.
Merciful and loving God, we come before you seeking your grace. Create in us lives that are gracious and loving. We raise our 
hearts and voices to you, responding, In your mercy, Lord,
Hear our prayer.
Reveal yourself to us in the world you have fashioned: in the wonder of your creation and in the faces of our brothers and sisters. 
Strengthen our commitment to being good stewards of all that we are and all that we have. Keep us mindful of the billions of your 
children we will never know, and the generations which will follow us. In your mercy, Lord,
Hear our prayer.
Train our hearts on you and teach us to listen to your voice and follow your lead. Equip us, we pray, with all we need to do the 
work you have given us to do: to reflect your goodness in the world, to open our hearts to all people, to partner with you in your 
mission of reconciliation. In your mercy, Lord,
Hear our prayer.
Flood this nation with a yearning for justice for all people in all things. Shine a light into those instances where we have been 
wrong or where we have claimed more than our share while the needs of others have been ignored. Ignite in us a passion for your 
purpose in this world you love so dearly.  In your mercy, Lord,
Hear our prayer.
As you never tire of loving us, may we never tire of caring for your people who are suffering in body, mind, or spirit. We thank you 
for experiences of new life and insight. We rejoice with those households expanding with new children and life-giving relation-
ships, praying your special blessing upon the Howard family. In your mery, Lord, 
Hear our prayer.
Hold close to your heart those who are making their final journey home to you. Grant them a peaceful end and a joyous entry into 
the communion of all the saints in light.  In your mercy, Lord,
Hear our prayer.
Let us pray for our own needs and those of others, especially remembering those on our parish prayer list and those we name in 
our hearts.
(The congregation may add their own petitions either silently or aloud after the prayer list is read.)  
We lift our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your abiding grace.  
Amen.
(The Celebrant may add a concluding Collect.) 
The Confession of Sin (Please be seated) 
Reader   Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. (Silence may be kept) 
People  Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, 

and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and for-
give us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name.  Amen. 

The Absolution 
Celebrant  Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all 

goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life.  Amen. 

The Holy Communion 
Being seated, we begin with a time of offering, giving money as a sign that our life serves God’s purposes and showing our gratitude for 
God’s many blessings.

Your faithful tithes and offerings are much needed and can be sent to:
 The Episcopal Church of St. John the Baptist, PO Box 441, Milton, DE  19968 OR

Securely online through our website - https://www.stjohnthebaptistmilton.org/give.html

Offertory Sentence & Interlude 
Doxology (The offering is presented as the Doxology is sung.  
                      Please stand as able) 

Offertory Hymn                           Please see page 12                                   #512 | “Come, Gracious Spirit”
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The Great Thanksgiving                                                           Eucharistic Prayer B
Celebrant       The Lord be with you.
People         And also with you.
Celebrant  Lift up your hearts.
People         We lift them to the Lord.
Celebrant  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People         It is right to give God thanks and praise.
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. 
For by water and the holy Spirit you have made us a new people in Jesus Christ our Lord, to show forth your glory in all the world. 
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this 
hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:

Sanctus - Land of Rest Melody Line
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Sanctus: Holy, holy, holy Lord                     Wonder Love and Praise #858

The people may be seated. The Celebrant continues. 
We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us in creation; in the calling of Israel to 
be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last 
days you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have delivered 
us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In him, you have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into righ-
teousness, out of death into life.
At the following words concerning the bread, the Celebrant is to hold it, or to lay a hand upon it; and at the words concerning the 
cup, to hold or place a hand upon the cup and any other vessel containing wine to be consecrated.
On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave 
it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is 
my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for 
the remembrance of me.”
Therefore, according to his command, O Father, 
We remember his death,
We proclaim his resurrection,
We await his coming in glory;
The Celebrant continues. 
And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to you, from your creation, this bread and 
this wine.
We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the Sacrament of the Body of Christ and 
his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by 
the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly country where, 
with [                           and] all your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and the author of our salvation.
By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. 
Amen. 
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Celebrant  And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to pray, 
People  Our Father, who art in heaven, 
  hallowed be thy Name, 
  thy kingdom come, 
  thy will be done, 
    on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread.
 And forgive us our trespasses,  
The Breaking of the Bread 
Celebrant  Alleluia! Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
People  Therefore let us keep the feast.  Alleluia! 
Celebrant  The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed on him in 
  your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.

Distribution Anthem - “Baptized in Water”  Music: Gaelic Tune - Bunessan & Words: Michael Saward
                             Vocalist: Robert Freeman  Accompanist:  Scott Kresge
                             

Post Communion Prayer (Please be seated) 
Celebrant  Let us pray. 
People  Eternal God, heavenly Father,
 you have graciously accepted us as living members 
 of  your Son our Savior Jesus Christ,
 and you have fed us with spiritual food
 in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 
 Send us now into the world in peace,
 and grant us strength and courage
 to love and serve you
 with gladness and singleness of heart;
 through Christ our Lord.  Amen.
Benediction (Please stand as able)

Recessional Hymn      Please see page 13              #397 | “Now Thank We All Our God”
The Dismissal 
Celebrant  Let us go forth, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit.
People   Thanks be to God.
Postlude           Rondeau           Henry Purcell

  as we forgive those 
    who trespass against us. 
 And lead us not into temptation, 
  but deliver us from evil.
 For thine is the kingdom, 
  and the power, and the glory, 
  for ever and ever. Amen.

The Episcopal Church of St. John the Baptist subscribes to an all copyright release covering all content in this bulletin 
from One License with license No. A-727355.

The Rev. Thomas M. White, Rector
J. Edwin Stout, Acolyte
Robert Freeman, Youth Minister /Vocalist
Linda Tutle, Lay Reader
Scott Kresge, Organist/Videography/Streaming
Rebecca Frankum, Cantor & Vocalist
Elizabeth Scheer, Videography/Streaming
Clara Escobar & Jean Skocypec, Ushers
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Processional Hymn                              “Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee”



10

Sequence Hymn                        “For the Beauty of the Earth”1982 - #416, Hymn Tune: Dix
For the Beauty of the Earth
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Words: Folliot Sandford Pierpoint (1835-1917), alt.
Music: Dix, Conrad Kocher, 1786-1872
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Baptism Hymn                  “We Know that Christ is Raised”
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Offertory Hymn                                            “Come, Gracous Spirit”
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Recessional Hymn                        “Now Thank We All Our God”


