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St. John the BaptistOF
“Where All Are Welcome . . . No Exceptions!”

Processional Hymn (Please stand as able) 	        Please see page 8                          #7 | “Christ, Whose Glory Fills the Skies” 
Children’s Chat - Robert Freeman
Celebrant 	 Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
People 		  And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever.  Amen.
Celebrant 	 Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the 

thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthi-
ly magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

Canticle of Praise: Glory to God 							           	             	           Hymnal S280
Glory to God S280
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The Nineteenth Sunday
after Pentecost

Proper 23
October 11, 2020

The Holy Eucharist 
The Word of God

Prelude              Voluntary 'Sent Forth by God's Blessing'        Sherri Hansen
			           Hymn Tune: "The Ash Grove"
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The Collect of the Day			   					         
Celebrant 	 The Lord be with you.
People 		  And also with you.
Celebrant 	 Let us pray.
The Celebrant prays the Collect
Lord, we pray that your grace may always precede and follow us, that we may continually be given to good works; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 
People	 Amen.
 

First Reading (Please be seated) 					             	                   
Reader	  	 A Reading from Isaiah:

Introduction to the First Reading 
After a hymn of praise acknowledging God as a shelter for the poor, the prophet portrays a wonderful victory banquet at which death will be 
swallowed up forever. The prophet urges celebration of this victory of the Lord's salvation.

Isaiah 25:1-9 
O Lord, you are my God; I will exalt you, I will praise your name; for you have done wonderful things, plans formed of 
old, faithful and sure.  For you have made the city a heap, the fortified city a ruin; the palace of aliens is a city no more, 
it will never be rebuilt.  Therefore strong peoples will glorify you; cities of ruthless nations will fear you. For you have 
been a refuge to the poor, a refuge to the needy in their distress, a shelter from the rainstorm and a shade from the heat. 
When the blast of the ruthless was like a winter rainstorm, the noise of aliens like heat in a dry place, you subdued the 
heat with the shade of clouds; the song of the ruthless was stilled.  On this mountain the Lord of hosts will make for all 
peoples a feast of rich food, a feast of well-aged wines, of rich food filled with marrow, of well-aged wines strained clear.  
And he will destroy on this mountain the shroud that is cast over all peoples, the sheet that is spread over all nations; he 
will swallow up death forever.  Then the Lord God will wipe away the tears from all faces, and the disgrace of his people 
he will take away from all the earth, for the Lord has spoken.  It will be said on that day, Lo, this is our God; we have 
waited for him, so that he might save us.  This is the Lord for whom we have waited; let us be glad and rejoice in his 
salvation.
Reader		  The Word of the Lord.
People 		  Thanks be to God.

Glory to God S280
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Second Reading 						    
Reader	  	 A Reading from the Letter of Paul to the Philippians:

Introduction to the Second Reading 
Though writing from prison and facing an uncertain future, Paul calls on the Philippians to rejoice and give thanks no matter 
what the circumstances. God's peace is with us and binds together our hearts and minds in Jesus Christ.
Philippians 4:1-9
My brothers and sisters, whom I love and long for, my joy and crown, stand firm in the Lord in this way, my beloved.

I urge Euodia and I urge Syntyche to be of the same mind in the Lord. Yes, and I ask you also, my loyal companion, 
help these women, for they have struggled beside me in the work of the gospel, together with Clement and the rest of 
my co-workers, whose names are in the book of life.

Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. Let your gentleness be known to everyone. The Lord is near. Do 
not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made 
known to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in 
Christ Jesus.

Finally, beloved, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is pleasing, whatev-
er is commendable, if there is any excellence and if there is anything worthy of praise, think about these things. Keep on 
doing the things that you have learned and received and heard and seen in me, and the God of peace will be with you.
Reader		  The Word of the Lord.
People 		  Thanks be to God.
Sequence Hymn (Please stand as able) - Please see page 9	     	                     #645 | “The King of Love My Shepherd Is”
Celebrant 	 The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to St. Matthew:
People 		  Glory to you, Lord Christ.

The Holy Gospel (The Gospel is carried into the congregation so that we remember it is our Good News to hear and to share.)
Matthew 22:1-14
Once more Jesus spoke to the people in parables, saying: “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who gave 
a wedding banquet for his son. He sent his slaves to call those who had been invited to the wedding banquet, but they 
would not come. Again he sent other slaves, saying, ‘Tell those who have been invited: Look, I have prepared my din-
ner, my oxen and my fat calves have been slaughtered, and everything is ready; come to the wedding banquet.’ But they 
made light of it and went away, one to his farm, another to his business, while the rest seized his slaves, mistreated them, 
and killed them. The king was enraged. He sent his troops, destroyed those murderers, and burned their city. Then he 

Psalm 23 | Shepherd Me, O GodPsalm of the Day

Shepherd Me, O God

            


death in tofears, frommybe yondmy wants,be yondme,herd O God,Shep life.


God is my shepherd, so nothing shall I want,
I rest in the meadows of faithfulness and love, 
I walk by the quiet waters of peace.	    [ANT.]

	 Gently you raise me and heal my weary soul,
	 you lead me by pathways of righteousness and truth,
	 my spirit shall sing the music of your name.              [ANT.]

Though I should wander the valley of death, 
I fear no evil, for you are at my side, 
Your rod and your staff, my comfort and my hope.  [ANT.]

You have set me a banquet of love
In the face of hatred, crowning me with love 
beyond my power to hold.	 [ANT.]

Surely your kindness and mercy follow me
All the days of my life; I will dwell in the house
Of my God for evermore.	 [ANT.]

       Text: Psalm 23; para. by Marty Haugen, b. 1950
         Tune: Marty Haugen, b. 1950
         © 1986, GIA Publications, Inc.
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said to his slaves, ‘The wedding is ready, but those invited were not worthy. Go therefore into the main streets, and invite 
everyone you find to the wedding banquet.’ Those slaves went out into the streets and gathered all whom they found, 
both good and bad; so the wedding hall was filled with guests.

“But when the king came in to see the guests, he noticed a man there who was not wearing a wedding robe, and he 
said to him, ‘Friend, how did you get in here without a wedding robe?’ And he was speechless. Then the king said to the 
attendants, ‘Bind him hand and foot, and throw him into the outer darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing 
of teeth.’ For many are called, but few are chosen.”
Celebrant 	 The Gospel of the Lord.
People 		  Praise to you, Lord Christ.

THE SERMON

The Nicene Creed (Please stand as able) 
We believe in one God, 
	 the Father, the Almighty, 
	 maker of heaven and earth, 
	 of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
	 the only Son of God, 
	 eternally begotten of the Father, 
	 God from God, Light from Light, 
	 true God from true God, 
	 begotten, not made, 
	 of one Being with the Father. 
	 Through him all things were made. 
	 For us and for our salvation 
		  he came down from heaven: 
	 by the power of the Holy Spirit 
		  he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
		  and was made man. 
	 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
		  he suffered death and was buried. 
		  On the third day he rose again 
			       in accordance with the Scriptures; 
		  he ascended into heaven 
			       and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
	 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
		  and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
	 who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
	 With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
	 He has spoken through the Prophets. 
	 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
	 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
	 We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
		  and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 
The Prayers of the People The Leader and People pray responsively.

With confidence in God's grace and peace, let us pray for the church, the world, and all those in need.



5

That we may clothe ourselves in garments befitting the faithful: compassion, joy, generosity, gladness of spirit, intentionality of life-
style, and dedication to the way of our beloved Jesus; let us pray.
Lord, hear our prayer.
That the Church may be a refuge for the poor and lost, the lonely and those who hunger after righteousness, revealing through 
fragile human beings the signs of God’s glorious kingdom; let us pray.
Lord, hear our prayer.
For peace in our time, that we may not linger in our efforts to secure hope for the peoples of the world, and the prosperity that 
peace inspires; let us pray; let us pray.
Lord, hear our prayer.
That we may not make idols out of the many technologies and consumer products that entice our imaginations, but use them as 
tools for God’s mission and glory; let us pray.
Lord, hear our prayer.
That the departed may dwell in the house of the Lord forever; let us pray.
Lord, hear our prayer.
In thanksgiving for the beauty of the earth, the fruits of the sea, the rising and setting of the sun, and all the marvelous gifts of 
God’s creation, that in our wonder we may rededicate ourselves to a stewardship of the environment, so that generations to come 
may enjoy such pleasure; let us pray.
Lord, hear our prayer.
We continue our prayers in Christ, whose mercy endures forever. Let us pray for our own needs and those of others, especially 
remembering those on our parish prayer list and those we name in our hearts.
(The congregation may add their own petitions either silently or aloud after the prayer list is read.)  

(The Celebrant may add a concluding Collect.) 
The Confession of Sin (Please kneel as able or be seated) 
Reader 		  Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. (Silence may be kept) 

People 	 Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we 
have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not 
loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus 
Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the 
glory of your Name.  Amen. 

The Absolution 
Celebrant 	 Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all 

goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life.  Amen. 
The Peace (Please stand as able) 
Celebrant 	 The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People 		  And also with you.

The Holy Communion 
Being seated, we begin with a time of offering, giving money as a sign that our life serves God’s purposes and showing our gratitude for 
God’s many blessings.

Your faithful tithes and offerings are much needed and can be sent to:
 The Episcopal Church of St. John the Baptist, PO Box 441, Milton, DE  19968 OR

Securely online through our website - https://www.stjohnthebaptistmilton.org/give.html

Offertory Sentence & Interlude 
Doxology (The offering is presented as the Doxology is sung.  
                      Please stand as able) 

Offertory Hymn                          	 Please see page 10	        	 	                      #321 | “My God, Thy Table Now is Spread”
WORDS: Isaac Watts (1674-1748).   Music: Louis Bourgeois, c. 1510–1561.

Praise         God,        from      whom         all             bless    -   ings        flow;

Praise    him,   all   crea -  tures    here    be  - low;   praise    him    a  -   bove,  ye

heaven  - ly      host:   praise      Fa    -  ther,    Son,     and         Ho  -    ly     Ghost.      A  -  men.
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The Great Thanksgiving 			                           	                               Eucharistic Prayer A
Celebrant 	      The Lord be with you.
People 		        And also with you.
Celebrant 	 Lift up your hearts.
People 		        We lift them to the Lord.
Celebrant 	 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People 		         It is right to give God thanks and praise.
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth, 
through Christ our Lord; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of 
everlasting life.
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this 
hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:
Sanctus: Holy, holy, holy Lord 							            				         Hymnal S129

The people may kneel as able, or be seated. The Celebrant continues. 

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself, and, when we had fallen into sin and become 
subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to 
live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all. 

He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole 
world.
At the following words concerning the bread, the Celebrant is to hold it, or to lay a hand upon it; and at the words concerning the 
cup, to hold or place a hand upon the cup and any other vessel containing wine to be consecrated.
On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given 
thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do 
this for the remembrance of me.” 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all of 
you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever 
you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 
Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died.
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again.
The Celebrant continues. 
We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. Recalling his death, 
resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts.



7

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the holy food and drink of 
new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in uni-
ty, constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom. 

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all 
honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. Amen. 
Celebrant 	 And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to pray, 
People 	 Our Father, who art in heaven, 
		  hallowed be thy Name, 
		  thy kingdom come, 
		  thy will be done, 
		    on earth as it is in heaven. 
	 Give us this day our daily bread.

The Breaking of the Bread 
Celebrant 	 Alleluia! Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
People 	 Therefore let us keep the feast.  Alleluia! 
A Prayer for Spiritual Communion
	      Lord Jesus, I believe that you are truly present in the Blessed Sacrament of the Altar.  I love you above all things 

and long for you in my soul.  Since I cannot now receive you sacramentally, come spiritually into my heart and my soul.  
As though you have already come, I embrace you and unite myself entirely to you; never permit me to be separated 
from you, my Lord and my God! Amen.

Distribution Anthem - “Thou, Who at Thy First Eucharist Didst Pray” 
                                            Words: William Harry Turton (1856-1938)             Music: 'Song 1', Orlando Gibbons (1583-1625)
                                                   Vocalist: Robert Freeman  Accompanist:  Scott Kresge
Post Communion Prayer (Please kneel or be seated) 
Celebrant 	 Let us pray. 
People 	      Almighty God, Father of all mercies, we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks for all your goodness and 

loving kindness to us and to all whom you have made.
	      We bless you for our creation, preservation, and all the blessings of this life; but above all for your immeasurable love 

in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ; for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory.
	      And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your presence, that as we lament our separation from one another, we 

may continually show forth your praise, not only with our lips, but in our lives, by giving up our selves to your service, 
and by walking before you in holiness and righteousness all our days; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with 
you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen.

Benediction 

Recessional Hymn (Please stand as able) 	 Please see pages 11  	    	                 #547 | “Sent Forth by God's Blessing”
The Dismissal 
Celebrant 	 Let us go forth, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit.
People 		  Thanks be to God.
Postlude      Voluntary on 'Ratisbon'' | "Christ, Whose Glory Fills the Skies"       Aaron Shows

The Altar Flowers are given to the glory of God and in "loving memory" by Clara Escobar.

The Episcopal Church of St. John the Baptist subscribes to an all copyright release covering all content in this bulletin 
from One License with license No. A-727355.

The Rev. Thomas M. White, Rector
J. Edwin Stout, Acolyte
Scott Kresge, Organist/Videography/Streaming
Robert Freeman, Cantor/Soloist
Elizabeth Scheer, Videography/Streaming

	 And forgive us our trespasses,
	       as we forgive those 
		    who trespass against us. 
	 And lead us not into temptation, 
		  but deliver us from evil.
	 For thine is the kingdom, 
		  and the power, and the glory, 
		  for ever and ever. Amen. 	
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Processional Hymn					                    “Christ, Whose Glory Fills the Skies”
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Sequence Hymn					      	   	        “The King of Love My Shepherd Is”
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Offertory Hymn					      	                 “My God, Thy Table Now is Spread”
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Recessional Hymn					                                      “Send Forth by God's Blessing”


