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St. John the BaptistOF
“Where All Are Welcome . . . No Exceptions!”

Processional Hymn (Please stand as able) 	        Please see page 8	           	   #686 | “Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing” 
Children’s Chat - Robert Freeman
Celebrant 	 Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
People 		  And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever.  Amen.
Celebrant 	 Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the 

thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthi-
ly magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

Canticle of Praise: Glory to God 							           	             	           Hymnal S280
Glory to God S280
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The Third Sunday 
after Pentecost |

June 13, 2021

The Holy Eucharist 
The Word of God

Prelude              “Fugue in E-Flat”		  John Goss                     
                              Voluntary “Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing”                     
                              Hymn Tune: Nettleton	           	 Greg Bottomley
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The Collect of the Day			   					         
Celebrant 	 The Lord be with you.
People 		  And also with you.
Celebrant 	 Let us pray.
The Celebrant prays the Collect
Keep, O Lord, your household the Church in your steadfast faith and love, that through your grace we may proclaim your 
truth with boldness, and minister your justice with compassion; for the sake of our Savior Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
People	 Amen.
 
First Reading (Please be seated) 					             	                   
Reader	  	 A Reading from Ezkeliel:

Introduction to the First Reading 
The prophet uses tree imagery to tell how the Lord will choose someone from Judah’s royal family (the cedar tree) to reign over all cre-
ation. This tree will be planted on Mount Zion, the location of the holy temple.

Ezekiel 17:22-24
Thus says the Lord God:
I myself will take a sprig
	 from the lofty top of a cedar;
	 I will set it out.
I will break off a tender one
	 from the topmost of its young twigs;
I myself will plant it
	 on a high and lofty mountain.
On the mountain height of Israel
	 I will plant it,
in order that it may produce boughs and bear fruit,
	 and become a noble cedar.

Reader		  The Word of the Lord.
People 		  Thanks be to God.

Glory to God S280
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Under it every kind of bird will live;
	 in the shade of its branches will nest
	 winged creatures of every kind.
All the trees of the field shall know
	 that I am the Lord.
I bring low the high tree,
	 I make high the low tree;
I dry up the green tree
	 and make the dry tree flourish.
I the Lord have spoken;
	 I will accomplish it.



3

Second Reading 						    
Reader	  	 A Reading from the Second Letter of Paul to the Corinthians:

Introduction to the Second Reading 
Paul calls his readers not to consider Jesus from a human perspective, but through the eyes of faith, believing he died for all and 
was raised. All who are in Christ are in God’s new creation.
2 Corinthians 5:6-10,[11-13],14-17
We are always confident; even though we know that while we are at home in the body we are away from the Lord-- for we 
walk by faith, not by sight. Yes, we do have confidence, and we would rather be away from the body and at home with the 
Lord. So whether we are at home or away, we make it our aim to please him. For all of us must appear before the judgment 
seat of Christ, so that each may receive recompense for what has been done in the body, whether good or evil.
[Therefore, knowing the fear of the Lord, we try to persuade others; but we ourselves are well known to God, and I hope that 
we are also well known to your consciences. We are not commending ourselves to you again, but giving you an opportunity 
to boast about us, so that you may be able to answer those who boast in outward appearance and not in the heart. For if we 
are beside ourselves, it is for God; if we are in our right mind, it is for you.] For the love of Christ urges us on, because we are 
convinced that one has died for all; therefore all have died. And he died for all, so that those who live might live no longer for 
themselves, but for him who died and was raised for them. From now on, therefore, we regard no one from a human point of 
view; even though we once knew Christ from a human point of view, we know him no longer in that way. So if anyone is in 
Christ, there is a new creation: everything old has passed away; see, everything has become new.
Reader		  The Word of the Lord.
People 		  Thanks be to God.
Sequence Hymn (Please stand as able) - Please see page 9		                         	            #524 | “I Love Thy Kingdom, Lord”
Celebrant 	 The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to St. Mark:
People 		  Glory to you, Lord Christ.

The Holy Gospel	
Mark 4:26-34
Jesus said, “The kingdom of God is as if someone would scatter seed on the ground, and would sleep and rise night and day, 
and the seed would sprout and grow, he does not know how. The earth produces of itself, first the stalk, then the head, then 
the full grain in the head. But when the grain is ripe, at once he goes in with his sickle, because the harvest has come.”
He also said, “With what can we compare the kingdom of God, or what parable will we use for it? It is like a mustard seed, 
which, when sown upon the ground, is the smallest of all the seeds on earth; yet when it is sown it grows up and becomes the 
greatest of all shrubs, and puts forth large branches, so that the birds of the air can make nests in its shade.”

Psalm 92 Melody Line

         
palm tree.like aishfloureous shallrightThe

Psalm 92:1-4;11-14

It is a good thing to give thanks to the Lord, 
and to sing praises to your Name, O Most High;

To tell of your loving-kindness early in the morning 
and of your faithfulness in the night season;

On the psaltery, and on the lyre,   
and to the melody of the harp.                                   [ANT.]

For you have made me glad by your acts, O Lord;   
	 and I shout for joy because of the works of your hands.

The righteous shall flourish like a palm tree,   
	 and shall spread abroad like a cedar of Lebanon. [ANT.]

Those who are planted in the house of the Lord,  
	 shall flourish in the courts of our God;
They shall still bear fruit in old age;   
	 they shall be green and succulent;
That they may show how upright the Lord is, 
	 my Rock, in whom there is no fault.                       [ANT.]

From A Hymn Tune Psalter, Revised Common Lectionary Edition© 2007 by Carl P. Daw, Jr.
and Kevin R. Hackett. Church Publishing Incorporated.

All rights reserved Used by permission. 

Psalm of the Day
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With many such parables he spoke the word to them, as they were able to hear it; he did not speak to them except in para-
bles, but he explained everything in private to his disciples.
Celebrant 	 The Gospel of the Lord.
People 		  Praise to you, Lord Christ.

THE SERMON

The Nicene Creed (Please stand as able) 
We believe in one God, 
	 the Father, the Almighty, 
	 maker of heaven and earth, 
	 of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
	 the only Son of God, 
	 eternally begotten of the Father, 
	 God from God, Light from Light, 
	 true God from true God, 
	 begotten, not made, 
	 of one Being with the Father. 
	 Through him all things were made. 
	 For us and for our salvation 
		  he came down from heaven: 
	 by the power of the Holy Spirit 
		  he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
		  and was made man. 
	 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
		  he suffered death and was buried. 
		  On the third day he rose again 
			       in accordance with the Scriptures; 
		  he ascended into heaven 
			       and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
	 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
		  and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
	 who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
	 With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
	 He has spoken through the Prophets. 
	 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
	 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
	 We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
		  and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 

The Prayers of the People The Leader and People pray responsively.
Let us come before the triune God in prayer.
Holy God, you plant the seeds of faith in every nation. Enliven your church, so that the good news of your grace may root and 
grow throughout the world. Lord, in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.
Creator, even the trees, shrubs, and flowers delight in your goodness. From the depths of the soil to the highest mountain, bring 
forth new plants. Restore growth to places suffering drought. Lord, in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.
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Judge of nations, we pray for our leaders and those in power. Grant them the ability to regard those under their charge with humil-
ity, dedicating their lives in service to others. Lord, in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.
Divine comforter, you show compassion to those in need and provide relief to those who call on you. Bless all who suffer, especially 
people trapped in cycles of poverty and homelessness. Lord, in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.
Sovereign God, this house of worship belongs to you. We give thanks and pray for our church musicians. We dedicate to you the 
joyful noise that comes from this place; the melody of voice and instruments, and the songs from our hearts. Lord, in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.
Eternal God, we give thanks for our ancestors in the faith who are now at home with you. We look forward to that day when we 
are reunited in your new creation. Lord, in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.
Let us pray for our own needs and those of others, especially remembering those on our parish prayer list and those we name in 
our hearts.
(The congregation may add their own petitions either silently or aloud after the prayer list is read.)  
We lift our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your abiding grace.
Amen. 
(The Celebrant may add a concluding Collect.) 
The Confession of Sin (Please kneel as able or be seated) 
Reader 		  Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. (Silence may be kept) 

People 	 Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we 
have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not 
loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus 
Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the 
glory of your Name.  Amen. 

The Absolution 
Celebrant 	 Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all 

goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life.  Amen. 
The Peace (Please stand as able) 
Celebrant 	 The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People 		  And also with you.

The Holy Communion 
Being seated, we begin with a time of offering, giving money as a sign that our life serves God’s purposes and showing our gratitude for 
God’s many blessings.

Your faithful tithes and offerings are much needed and can be sent to:
 The Episcopal Church of St. John the Baptist, PO Box 441, Milton, DE  19968 OR

Securely online through our website - https://www.stjohnthebaptistmilton.org/give.html

Offertory Sentence & Interlude 
Doxology (The offering is presented as the Doxology is sung.  
                      Please stand as able) 

Offertory Hymn                          	 Please see page 10		  		        	         #397 | “Now Thank We All Our God”
WORDS: Isaac Watts (1674-1748).   Music: Louis Bourgeois, c. 1510–1561.

Praise         God,        from      whom         all             bless    -   ings        flow;

Praise    him,   all   crea -  tures    here    be  - low;   praise    him    a  -   bove,  ye

heaven  - ly      host:   praise      Fa    -  ther,    Son,     and         Ho  -    ly     Ghost.      A  -  men.
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The Great Thanksgiving 			                           	          “Enriching Our Worship,” Prayer 2
Celebrant 	      The Lord be with you.
People 			   And also with you.
Celebrant 	 Lift up your hearts.
People 			   We lift them to the Lord.
Celebrant 	 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People 			   It is right to give God thanks and praise.
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth, 
through Christ our Lord; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of 
everlasting life. Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who 
for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:
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Sanctus: Holy, holy, holy Lord 							            				         Hymnal S130

The people may kneel as able, or be seated. The Celebrant continues. 
Glory and honor and praise to you, holy and living God.  To deliver us from the power of sin and death and to reveal the riches of 
your grace, you looked with favor upon Mary, your willing servant, that she might conceive and bear a son, Jesus, the holy child of 
God. Living among us, Jesus loved us.  He broke bread with outcasts and sinners, healed the sick, and proclaimed good news to 
the poor. He yearned to draw all the world to himself yet we were heedless of his call to walk in love. Then, the time came for him 
to complete upon the cross the sacrifice of his life, and to be glorified by you.
At the following words concerning the bread, the Celebrant is to hold it, or to lay a hand upon it; and at the words concerning the cup, to 
hold or place a hand upon the cup and any other vessel containing wine to be consecrated.
On the night before he died for us, Jesus was at table with his friends.  He took bread, gave thanks to you, broke it, and gave it to 
them, and said:  “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you.  Do this for the remembrance of me.”
As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine. Again, he gave thanks to you, gave it to them, and said:  “Drink this, all of you:  
This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is poured out for you and for all for the forgiveness of sins.  Whenever you drink it, 
do this for the remembrance of me.”
Now gathered at your table, O God of all creation, and remembering Christ, crucified and risen, who was and is and is to come, we 
offer to you our gifts of bread and wine, and ourselves, a living sacrifice.
Pour out your Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the Body and Blood of Christ.  Breathe your Spirit over the whole earth 
and make us your new creation, the Body of Christ given for the world you have made.
In the fullness of time bring us, with [___________ and] all your saints, from every tribe and language and people and nation, to 
feast at the banquet prepared from the foundation of the world.
Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, to you be honor, glory, and praise, forever and ever. 
Amen. 
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Celebrant 	 And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to pray, 
People 	 Our Father, who art in heaven, 
		  hallowed be thy Name, 
		  thy kingdom come, 
		  thy will be done, 
		    on earth as it is in heaven. 
	 Give us this day our daily bread.
	 And forgive us our trespasses, 	
The Breaking of the Bread 
Celebrant 	 Alleluia! Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
People 	 Therefore let us keep the feast.  Alleluia! 
Celebrant 	 The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed on him in 
		  your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.

Distribution Anthem - “One Bread, One Body” Words & Music:  John Foley
                              Guitarist & Vocalist: Robert Freeman  Accompanist:  Scott Kresge
Post Communion Prayer (Please kneel or be seated) 
Celebrant 	 Let us pray. 
People 	 Eternal God, heavenly Father,
	 you have graciously accepted us as living members 
	 of  your Son our Savior Jesus Christ,
	 and you have fed us with spiritual food
	 in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 
	 Send us now into the world in peace,
	 and grant us strength and courage
	 to love and serve you
	 with gladness and singleness of heart;
	 through Christ our Lord.  Amen.
Benediction 
May the Spirit of truth lead you into all truth, giving you grace to confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, and to proclaim the wonderful 
works of God; and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you, and remain with you 
always. Amen.

Recessional Hymn (Please stand as able) 	 Please see pages 11	         		   #525 | “The Church’s One Foundation”
The Dismissal 
Celebrant 	 Let us go forth, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit.
People 		  Thanks be to God.
Postlude           “Sonata No. 9”       Domenico Cimoso

		  as we forgive those 
		    who trespass against us. 
	 And lead us not into temptation, 
		  but deliver us from evil.
	 For thine is the kingdom, 
		  and the power, and the glory, 
		  for ever and ever. Amen.

The Episcopal Church of St. John the Baptist subscribes to an all copyright release covering all content in this bulletin 
from One License with license No. A-727355.

The Rev. Thomas M. White, Rector
Eric Valentine, Acolyte
Robert Freeman, Youth Minister /Soloist
Jessica Clark, Lay Reader
Scott Kresge, Organist/Videography/Streaming
Dee Cunningham, Cantor
Elizabeth Scheer, Videography/Streaming
John Robinson & Mary Moubray, Ushers
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Processional Hymn					                  “Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing”
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Sequence Hymn					      		           	       “I Love Thy Kingdom, Lord”
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Offertory Hymn				     	   		                “Now Thank We All Our God”
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Recessional Hymn				    	   		               “The Church’s One Foundation”


