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St. John the BaptistOF
“Where All Are Welcome . . . No Exceptions!”

Processional Hymn (Please stand as able) 	        Please see page 8	             #530 | “Spread, O Spread, Thou Mighty Word” 

Celebrant 	 Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
People 		  And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever.  Amen.
Celebrant 	 Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the 

thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthi-
ly magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

Canticle of Praise: Glory to God 							           	             	           Hymnal S280
Glory to God S280
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The Sixth Sunday 
after Pentecost

July 4, 2021

The Holy Eucharist 
The Word of God

Prelude             “Estro Pastorale”	                         Andrea Basili
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The Collect of the Day			   					         
Celebrant 	 The Lord be with you.
People 		  And also with you.
Celebrant 	 Let us pray.
The Celebrant prays the Collect
O God, you have taught us to keep all your commandments by loving you and our neighbor: Grant us the grace of 
your Holy Spirit, that we may be devoted to you with our whole heart, and united to one another with pure affection; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever. 
People	 Amen.
 
First Reading (Please be seated) 					             	                   
Reader	  	 A Reading from Ezekiel:

Introduction to the First Reading 
In 597 BCE, the priest Ezekiel was removed into exile in Babylon. While there, he received a vision of God appearing on a chariot 
throne. Today’s reading recounts God’s commissioning of Ezekiel during this vision. Ezekiel is to speak God’s word to a people unwill-
ing to listen.

Ezekiel 2:1-5
The Lord said to me: O mortal, stand up on your feet, and I will speak with you. And when he spoke to me, a spirit 
entered into me and set me on my feet; and I heard him speaking to me. He said to me, Mortal, I am sending you to the 
people of Israel, to a nation of rebels who have rebelled against me; they and their ancestors have transgressed against 
me to this very day. The descendants are impudent and stubborn. I am sending you to them, and you shall say to them, 
“Thus says the Lord God.” Whether they hear or refuse to hear (for they are a rebellious house), they shall know that 
there has been a prophet among them.
Reader		  The Word of the Lord.
People 		  Thanks be to God.

Glory to God S280
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Second Reading 						    
Reader	  	 A Reading from the Second Letter of Paul to the Corinthians:

Introduction to the Second Reading 
Christians do not boast in their own accomplishments. Rather, we focus our attention on how the power of Christ is present in 
our lives, especially in times of vulnerability and weakness.  At all times, Christ’s grace is sufficient for us.
2 Corinthians 12:2-10
I know a person in Christ who fourteen years ago was caught up to the third heaven—whether in the body or out of 
the body I do not know; God knows. And I know that such a person—whether in the body or out of the body I do not 
know; God knows— was caught up into Paradise and heard things that are not to be told, that no mortal is permitted 
to repeat. On behalf of such a one I will boast, but on my own behalf I will not boast, except of my weaknesses. But if I 
wish to boast, I will not be a fool, for I will be speaking the truth. But I refrain from it, so that no one may think better 
of me than what is seen in me or heard from me, even considering the exceptional character of the revelations. There-
fore, to keep me from being too elated, a thorn was given me in the flesh, a messenger of Satan to torment me, to keep 
me from being too elated. Three times I appealed to the Lord about this, that it would leave me, but he said to me, “My 
grace is sufficient for you, for power is made perfect in weakness.” So, I will boast all the more gladly of my weaknesses, 
so that the power of Christ may dwell in me. Therefore I am content with weaknesses, insults, hardships, persecutions, 
and calamities for the sake of Christ; for whenever I am weak, then I am strong.
Reader		  The Word of the Lord.
People 		  Thanks be to God.
Sequence Hymn (Please stand as able) - Please see page 9		                         	      #680 | “O God, Our Help in Ages Past”
Celebrant 	 The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to St. Mark:
People 		  Glory to you, Lord Christ.

The Holy Gospel	
Mark 6:1-13
Jesus came to his hometown, and his disciples followed him. On the sabbath he began to teach in the synagogue, and 
many who heard him were astounded. They said, “Where did this man get all this? What is this wisdom that has been 
given to him? What deeds of power are being done by his hands! Is not this the carpenter, the son of Mary and brother 
of James and Joses and Judas and Simon, and are not his sisters here with us?” And they took offense at him. Then Jesus 
said to them, “Prophets are not without honor, except in their hometown, and among their own kin, and in their own 
house.” And he could do no deed of power there, except that he laid his hands on a few sick people and cured them. 
And he was amazed at their unbelief.

Psalm 123 Melody Line
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Psalm 123

To you I lift up my eyes,  
	 to you enthroned in the heavens.
As the eyes of servants look to the hand of their masters, 

and the eyes of a maid to the hand of her mistress,
So our eyes look to the Lord our God, 

until he show us his mercy.                                                 [ANT.]

Have mercy upon us, O Lord, have mercy,  
	 for we have had more than enough of contempt, 
Too much of the scorn of the indolent rich,   

and of the derision of the proud.                                        [ANT.]
From A Hymn Tune Psalter, Revised Common Lectionary Edition© 2007 by Carl P. Daw, Jr.

and Kevin R. Hackett. Church Publishing Incorporated.
All rights reserved Used by permission. 

Psalm of the Day
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Then he went about among the villages teaching. He called the twelve and began to send them out two by two, and gave 
them authority over the unclean spirits. He ordered them to take nothing for their journey except a staff; no bread, no 
bag, no money in their belts; but to wear sandals and not to put on two tunics. He said to them, “Wherever you enter 
a house, stay there until you leave the place. If any place will not welcome you and they refuse to hear you, as you leave, 
shake off the dust that is on your feet as a testimony against them.” So they went out and proclaimed that all should 
repent. They cast out many demons, and anointed with oil many who were sick and cured them.
Celebrant 	 The Gospel of the Lord.
People 		  Praise to you, Lord Christ.

THE SERMON
The Nicene Creed (Please stand as able) 
We believe in one God, 
	 the Father, the Almighty, 
	 maker of heaven and earth, 
	 of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
	 the only Son of God, 
	 eternally begotten of the Father, 
	 God from God, Light from Light, 
	 true God from true God, 
	 begotten, not made, 
	 of one Being with the Father. 
	 Through him all things were made. 
	 For us and for our salvation 
		  he came down from heaven: 
	 by the power of the Holy Spirit 
		  he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
		  and was made man. 
	 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
		  he suffered death and was buried. 
		  On the third day he rose again 
			       in accordance with the Scriptures; 
		  he ascended into heaven 
			       and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
	 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
		  and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
	 who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
	 With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
	 He has spoken through the Prophets. 
	 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
	 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
	 We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
		  and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 

The Prayers of the People The Leader and People pray responsively.
Let us come before the triune God in prayer.
God of all, through the waters of baptism you claim people of all races, ethnicities, and languages as your beloved children. Sustain 
the baptized and increase their faith, that your gospel may be proclaimed throughout the earth.  Lord, in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.
God of the heavens, your creating Spirit animates the universe. We give you thanks for the moon and stars, for the planets and the 
Milky Way Galaxy, and for all of the mysteries of the cosmos that remain unknown to us.  Lord, in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.
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God of freedom, you have liberated us from sin and death and rescue us from all forms of spiritual, social, and political oppression. 
Defend us from tyrants in our midst and deliver us from all forms of slavery or corruption. Direct our freedom for works of libera-
tion and wholeness.   Lord, in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.
God of compassion, you became vulnerable in the person of Jesus Christ in solidarity with the disempowered. Strengthen those 
who feel faint, give courage to those who fear, and bring wholeness to those in need. Lord in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.
God of holiness, you send us out into the world to proclaim your love. We pray for our outreach ministries, especially invoking 
your continued blessing on the work of the Milton Community Food Pantry, Camp Arrowhead, and our parish’s Sandwich Thurs-
days and Asylum Seekers Project.  Equip us as we leave this place to witness and serve our neighbors.  Lord, in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.
We give you thanks that in every time and place you call forth prophets who move us towards freedom. Thank you for those who 
work for human rights, community organizers, and all who strive for liberty for all.  Lord, in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.
Let us pray for our own needs and those of others, especially remembering those on our parish prayer list and those we name in 
our hearts.
(The congregation may add their own petitions either silently or aloud after the prayer list is read.)  
We lift our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your abiding grace.  
Amen.
(The Celebrant may add a concluding Collect.) 
The Confession of Sin (Please be seated) 
Reader 		  Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. (Silence may be kept) 
People 	 Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we 

have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not 
loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus 
Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the 
glory of your Name.  Amen. 

The Absolution 
Celebrant 	 Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all 

goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life.  Amen. 

The Peace (Please stand as able) 
Celebrant 	 The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People 		  And also with you.

The Holy Communion 
Being seated, we begin with a time of offering, giving money as a sign that our life serves God’s purposes and showing our gratitude for 
God’s many blessings.

Your faithful tithes and offerings are much needed and can be sent to:
 The Episcopal Church of St. John the Baptist, PO Box 441, Milton, DE  19968 OR

Securely online through our website - https://www.stjohnthebaptistmilton.org/give.html

Offertory Sentence & Interlude 
Doxology (The offering is presented as the Doxology is sung.  
                      Please stand as able) 

Offertory Hymn                          	 Please see page 10   		  	           	       #685 | “Take My Life, That I May Be”
WORDS: Isaac Watts (1674-1748).   Music: Louis Bourgeois, c. 1510–1561.

Praise         God,        from      whom         all             bless    -   ings        flow;

Praise    him,   all   crea -  tures    here    be  - low;   praise    him    a  -   bove,  ye

heaven  - ly      host:   praise      Fa    -  ther,    Son,     and         Ho  -    ly     Ghost.      A  -  men.
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The Great Thanksgiving 			                           	                               Eucharistic Prayer B
Celebrant 	      The Lord be with you.
People 		        And also with you.
Celebrant 	 Lift up your hearts.
People 		        We lift them to the Lord.
Celebrant 	 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People 		        It is right to give God thanks and praise.
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. 
Through Jesus Christ our Lord; who on the first day of the week overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection 
opened to us the way of everlasting life. Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the 
company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:

Sanctus - Land of Rest Melody Line
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Sanctus: Holy, holy, holy Lord 							           		         Wonder Love and Praise #858

The people may be seated. The Celebrant continues. 
We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us in creation; in the calling of Israel to 
be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last 
days you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have delivered 
us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In him, you have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into righ-
teousness, out of death into life.
At the following words concerning the bread, the Celebrant is to hold it, or to lay a hand upon it; and at the words concerning the 
cup, to hold or place a hand upon the cup and any other vessel containing wine to be consecrated.
On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave 
it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is 
my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for 
the remembrance of me.”
Therefore, according to his command, O Father, 
We remember his death,
We proclaim his resurrection,
We await his coming in glory;
The Celebrant continues. 
And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to you, from your creation, this bread and 
this wine.
We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the Sacrament of the Body of Christ and 
his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by 
the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly country where, 
with [                           and] all your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and the author of our salvation.
By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. 
Amen. 
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Celebrant 	 And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to pray, 
People 	 Our Father, who art in heaven, 
		  hallowed be thy Name, 
		  thy kingdom come, 
		  thy will be done, 
		    on earth as it is in heaven. 
	 Give us this day our daily bread.
	 And forgive us our trespasses, 	
The Breaking of the Bread 
Celebrant 	 Alleluia! Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
People 	 Therefore let us keep the feast.  Alleluia! 
Celebrant 	 The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed on him in 
		  your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.

Distribution Anthem - “The King of Love My Shepherd Is”  Music: Hymn Tune - St. Columba & Words: Henry W. Baker   
                             Vocalist: Robert Freeman  Accompanist:  Scott Kresge
                             

Post Communion Prayer (Please be seated) 
Celebrant 	 Let us pray. 
People 	 Eternal God, heavenly Father,
	 you have graciously accepted us as living members 
	 of  your Son our Savior Jesus Christ,
	 and you have fed us with spiritual food
	 in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 
	 Send us now into the world in peace,
	 and grant us strength and courage
	 to love and serve you
	 with gladness and singleness of heart;
	 through Christ our Lord.  Amen.
Benediction (Please stand as able)

Recessional Hymn 			    	 Please see pages 11	         		          #717 | “My Country, ‘Tis of Thee”
The Dismissal 
Celebrant 	 Let us go forth, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit.
People 		  Thanks be to God.
Postlude           “God Of Our Fathers”       Hymn Tune: National Hymn     George William Warren

		  as we forgive those 
		    who trespass against us. 
	 And lead us not into temptation, 
		  but deliver us from evil.
	 For thine is the kingdom, 
		  and the power, and the glory, 
		  for ever and ever. Amen.

The Episcopal Church of St. John the Baptist subscribes to an all copyright release covering all content in this bulletin 
from One License with license No. A-727355.

The Rev. Thomas M. White, Rector
Jill Malloy, Acolyte
Robert Freeman, Youth Minister /Soloist
Mike McNamara, Lay Reader
Scott Kresge, Organist/Videography/Streaming
Karen Vanselous, Cantor
Elizabeth Scheer, Videography/Streaming
Mary Moubray & Eric Valentine, Ushers
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Processional Hymn					                “Spread, O Spread, Thou Mighty Word”
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Sequence Hymn					      		           	  “O God, Our Help in Ages Past”



10

Offertory Hymn				     	   	                        “Take My Life, That I May Be”
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Recessional Hymn				    	   		                      “My Country ‘Tis of Thee”


